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Just when we have contracted a weed control company to care for
our lawn this summer, | have to read Constance Perenyi's Growing
Wiid (Firefly Books, $8.95 pb, 6-9 year olds). “Once upon a time . . .
there was a perfect . . | not just one perfect lawn, but many. Together
these squares of bright green grass marched across the neighbor-
hood. All the lawns were proud 0 be perfect. But they were also
very, very lonely.” Perenyi is suggesting we bring wildlife back into
our yards by making our properties more inviting places 1o feed on,
rest in and build homes on. This may be a scary concept for many
adults who work hard all summer long, watering and mowing their
perfect lawns and dumping chemicals on them. It would take com-
mitted adults with the encouragement of their children to go against
the suburban grain and provide some refuge for wildlife.

Mary'’s father is one of those people who has lost his sensitivity 10
living things and decides in Margaret Haffner and Marion Taylor's
Mary's Tree (Firgfly Books, $4.95 pb) to chop down an apple tree
because it's in the way. Mary pleads with him not 10 carry out his
plans and he agrees with her, so long as she can come up with 10
reasons for saving i,

Rather than giving us a day in the life of a tree, Jan Thornhill am-
bitiously gives us 212 years in the life of a maple tree in A Tree in a
Forest (Greey de Pencicr, $14.95 he, ages S and up). When the
maple key first falls from the branch of a large tree, native children
are running through the forest, and the forest abounds in wildlife.
The seedling endures drought and fire, and as it grows, it becomes a
haven for many creatures. Twenty-five years later, a log cabin ap-
pears ncarby. A farmer and his family tap the 100-year-old tree in the
spring. As the tree reaches the end of its life, there is a diminshing
sap supply and some of the highest branches are bare because of
acid rain, Then onc fall, the old trunk crashes 1o the forest Moor, only
metres from a modem subdivision. Its spirit, says' Thomhill, will
relum Lo the earth.

One of Bobbie Kalman and Janine Schaub's books in the Crabtree
Publishing Company’s new Primary Ecology series is How Trees 1
Help Me (3995 hc). Children can enter into a friendship with trees
by observing them, feeling them, smelling them and even listening
0 them.

In the author’s second information/activity book, Squirmy Wormy
Composters, they show that vermi-composting can make an excel-
lent classroom project. It also helps reduce the amount of leflover
food thrown into school garbage cans. One student gets so attached
E;lhc pet worms that he plants a Red Wiggler on his tongue — for

isplay purposes only, of course.
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