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Chief’s got our vote

While we think it was high time someone publicly took
Halton Regional Police chief James Harding to task for his
confrontational and arrogant tendencies, we can't agree with
Halton Hills regional councillor Pam Johnston that he should
be removed from office.
Chief Harding has done much to improve the Halton force,
and put it (and himself) in the forefront of the fight against
racism and domestic violence.
Chief Harding's problem is twofold. First, he's inflexible,
aloof and pulhn. Second, the system within which he works
fosters that attitude because it doesn't demand enough ac-
countability of him,
Councillor Johnston was correct in her assessment of chief § "
Hurding's tendency toward bullying tactics, which she first
publicly expressed when the chief sald that if Halton doesn’t
spend $6.5 million to improve police radio systems, there
could be dire safety consequences., - +
* But she went well beyond that point the following week, L A
saying that the man no longer dese his 6ffice. That's a Bike‘. thon

long leap. She provided only what we cgnsider to be thin sub- Pedal r&m sarned 580 dollars toward the nm»u of tents for playground campouts in August 1970,
stantiation for such an alarmin g statement, These bike-a-thon contestants were the first 10 leave the starting line IK! Miiton plaza for the 31 mile ride,

While-the councillor appears to have committed an error in’

judgement, it is the mather predictable fallout of chief PAGES OF mE PAST

Harding's annoying behaviour. But being annoying Is a far
cry from being incompetent or uncommitted. Chief Harding
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One Year Ago m :.rml ﬂpn;lmlﬂlﬁ. may not bo there much

Is_neither of those things.

The problem plaguing chief Harding is similar to one which
hus dogged many who wield too much power in a given
theatre of operations, He has few checks and balances to curb
his excesses, That is more a fault of the system that has
grown up around him than a result of his own actions,

The chief, much to the constemnation of regional elected of-
ficials, is not as accountable for his actions or dispositions as
sald politicans are, The chief is largely only answerable to the
arca police services board, or police commission. That five-
person body is made up of twa regional councillors and three

appointed members, It is the only real political hurdle chief .

Harding, or just about any police chief in Ontario, must:face.

Politicians in general resent it. They resent being unable 10
truly control police expenditures; and it has led to confronta-
tion in Halton; They resent knowing that municipalitigs have
only one route of appeal if they deem police budgets exces-
sive, t0 a provincial board that they see as consistently
skewed in favour of the police stance.

We have a certain empathy for the position within which
chief Harding finds himself, Policing is a tough job, and it's
extremely easy to fall into the ‘if only’ trap. ‘If only’ we had
this, the police brass reason, we could have stopped that. If
only we had enough money (o hire those new cops, buy those
new radios; send those le on that training course, this or
‘that may not have

The trouble is there will never be enough. There fever is.

The time has come for the power structure of policing to
change in Ontario. As & matter of fact, the provincial govem-
ment, after much lobbying from the municipalities, has
agreed to study that very thing. The thrust of policing today is
to become more community oriented, and that means more
community accountable as well, Policing must come clearly
under the control of elected officials.

As for chief Harding's unfortunate tendencies to irritate
clected officials, he should work on becoming more under-
standing and less impatient. We believe he is a dedicated and
able officer, but he’s far from a bridge- builder in the political
arena. When he retires, and not before, it will be time to con-
sider a different type of leader. Until then, we appreciate
efforts and character, if not his character flaws. ;
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W A showdown was anticipated
abortion factions at the annual meeting
District Hospital board of directors in June. Alread

for what could be a bitler
hospital policy. Usually only 40 10 50
ng them rights

and any-
the Milton

between

both sides had
over control

purchase memberships g

tal directors, but “hundreds” would be eligible

in the June 19 clection, hospital ad-
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longer. Halton MP Rud Whiting said a feasibility study
was being undertaken on im ntof | accom-
modation in Milton and WAS & chance a new
lmmr office would be bullt in 1973,

9 r the public more aware of police problems
is the principle behind the Milion Police Department’s
new allowing the public 1 ride with officers
mmw ng membenrs of the public who go
out with an officer on patrol duty will see how police
are quite often caught in the middle,” sald Police Chief
Ray Andross.

A seven-year-old boy was injured when the bicycle
he was was involved in a collision with a car on
Mill Street. y Oldenhof of Toronto was taken to
Milton District for tredtment and released. The
driver of the car was O, Bradford Clements of RR 2,
Milton, The Oldenhofs were visiting relatives on Mill
Street, the scene of the accident. lnchgblcyclo

' was $15. There was no damage (0 the
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