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A cartoon for the middle class

| am Bobray the Magnificent, all quake in
my presence. | am the almighty, lord of the
universe, do-er and thinker of all that is good,
and evil.

On your knees, peons. Knaves andufoolish
rogues are all that stand to me, and I, in my
magnificence allow them to remain defiant
just long enough to dream of success, before |
sweep them from existence with a mere flicker
of an aferthought

It amuses my sense of honour 10 let them
twist in the foul breeze thus. All men will do
my will, or they will face my wrath. All men
will venerate me. To argue on its justice is 0
defy my universal knowledge and 1o deny my
title.

I am the premier example of humanity. | am
just‘and good to those whose service merits
my benefaction, and | am equally swift and
exacting in my punishment of those whose
defiance angers me.

“Tumn that rubbish off.” Click. “Honestly,
the stuff you kids waich today. It'll be a
wonder if we have a country left in 30 years
with all the drivel you feed into your minds.
You should watch something informative. ™

“But mom, that was the Ontano Legislature
channel.”

the real nitty gritty of the legislatve process,
i$ hard 10 spot.

Once upon a time, people ook their honour
10 be of the utmost im , 50 much that
they were willing 10 die t0 uphold it. Now the
Shelley Martels of this world feel they are so
integral 10 the operation of society itsell that

' of
few politicians have any credibility left. Dis-
trust of the system is rampant due (0 a lack so-
cial justice. Our society has gone from a
meritocracy 10 a trough where the line of those
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eeding on the efforts of others has begun 10
outnumber the providers.  «

Instead of rating our society on its treatment
of the most downtrodden, or on the SUCCESSCS
of the few at the top of the social ladder, per-
haps it’s time o consider our societal success
based on the lot of the great mi .
It's time to retum to the idea of socictal
obligations which go hand in hand with the
rights so many constantly jabber about.
Without these two forces in balance society
will not function.

It is the middle class which exemplifies the
balance. They work, they take care of themsel-
ves and they pay their taxes, obey, laws and

society on an even keel. In
lass who bear the

willing to re-double their efforts 1o bring back

In recent years it scems as if politicians have
worried more about trying (o narrow the gap
by making the poor richer and the rich poorer.
In the shuffle they have forgotien the greal
middle class, the engine of prospenty, except

breaking point. Government programs, which
are usually poorly conceived, ;qmwsly
financed and ill- administrated, are driving the
middle class into extinction, through the high
taxes used to finance them, If the
government's mandate is 1o administrate the
greatest good for the greatest number of
citizens, it is failing miserably.
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Parenting can be don

Psychological factors will play a major rele
in the adjustment of single-parent families.

We can think of two types of leaders in a
family — a “task” leader and an “‘emotional™
leader. The task leader can respond efficiently
and cffectively under pressure, put aside con-
cerns about people's feelings, take charge and
get things done. The emotional leader is not as
efficient — she is more concerned with en-
other people’s feclings.

If leadership in a family is not shared — eg.
in familics where fathers play the role of task
leader, and mothers the nurturing role of emo-
tional leader — ecither parent would have a
difficult time at single-parenting. Moreover,
children will expect that parent to fail on the
ncw tasks,

A single parent will be faced with daily
decisions about task vs emotional leadership.

Aaron has been doing his homework, but
getting a lot of it wrong. Should we let ham go
out and play, because he tried hard, or do we
make him do it right?

Janet has been playing more around the
house since dad left and mom went 10 work,
but she doesn't want to do dishes tonight.
Should we let her go play, or make her do the
dishes first? Unless mom is practiced at
making such decisions, has her ‘prioritics
straight, and has leamed the right mix of task-

Born to have a maid or a self-cleaning house

Hubby and 1 had a little talk the other night
— between dinner and TV — about
housework.

We both hate it, do as little as possible, and
would like to do even less. | figure | have the
greater problem since I'm the one technically
at home all day and he’s the one bringing
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they insist On ignoring. The. five year old in-

formed me only the other day that he would

not wipe his soda biscuit crumbs off the parcnt

kitchen table until | had asked him four times.

. Single parents represent

Why, we wondered?

o .

glad we had this little talk. Time to tum
on the TV. We'll get 10 the housework later.
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oriented and emotional leadership, the guilt
and indecisivencss will be overwhelming.

Second, the child will have a different
perspective on the single- parent family. The
child compares the new single-parent family
with an idealized version of the two-parenl
family, and scveral disadvantages cmerge:
there is now one less parent 10 approach with
your problem; there is no second parent 10 ap-
peal 10 if you think a decision was unfair; onc
parent provides less diversity of viewpoint,
one parent is able to teach the child in a more
limited range of skills; there is less oppor-
tunity 10 play with and talk to parents. To
make matters worse, the single parent may
also have an idealized view of what two-
parent families are like.

In to dispel fantasies about the supe-
riority of the two-parent family, both the
parent and the child need 1o become familiar
with a\broad range of single-parent and two-
parent families. This is not casy information 0
get, as\ the media idealizes

Nonetheless, the truth is that many (wo-
eemitits function like sing)

problem.
between two- parent familics
and single-parent families are ofien strained.
a dissolved family 0
a family that may itself be in conflict
s sddision  -siagl - presents
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