- Gear up for gardening season before it’s too late -

With spring just around the comer, many
Ontario homeowners are gearing up for the
gardening season, busily planning their
(lower gardens.

While many of today’s gardening en-
thusiasts prefer to buy their annual or peren-
nial flowers at a nursery or gardening store
and transplant them directly into the ground
once the last spring frost has passed, (usual-
ly towards the end of May), some prefer to
grow their own plants from seed.

Growing your own scedlings can save you
money and is also an excellent project to
beat the end-of-winter blahs. It's something
the whole family can take part in and is an
excellent opportunity for youngsters 1o,
lecam how things grow.

It takes roughly eight weeks of growth
before seedlings are ready o be planted
outside. So if you're thinking of starting
your own flowers this year — you should
start soon.

Buy Seed and Growing Medium: The
first step of course, is to purchase seed from
a nursery or gardening store. When choos-
Ing, you may want to consult with nursery
staff 1o see which varieties woBld beé most
likely" to flourish in your particular soil
Lype.

You'll also want to purchase a sterilized
growing medium for your seeds to ger-
minate in. Many of these are available for
purchase, including vermiculite, peat, per-
lite and some prepared mixtures. It's impor-
tant that the mediumybe bacteria-and-weed-
{ree; most prepackaged mediums are.

No matter what you choose, try to pur-
Chase a substance that will readily maintain
moisture.

If you're unsure of what to buy, talk to the
stafl at your garden céntre or local nursery,

Virwally any type of clean container can
be used for starting your seedlings, as long
as it's approximately three inches deep and
provides adequate drainage. You may even
want (0 purchase special trays or mini-
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greenhouses from your gardening store.
Fill your containers approximately one-
half to three-quarters full with the substance

“you've chosen as your medium. Tamp the

mixture down firmly to make sure there are
no large air spaces. Then sow the seeds,
keeping different varieties in separate con-
tainers. Sow the seeds about a half-inch
apart.

Generally, good-sized seeds should be
covered with a very thin layer of the
medium, Most small seeds don’t o be
covered. However, check the in uons
on your seed packages to be sure.

Cover to Germinate: Once you've
finished planting, sprinkle or,mist the con-
tainers with water and cober! them with
pieces of plastic, glass — of evgn cardboard
(unless the package specifies that they re-
quire light). Thi$ will help them maintain
humidity. .f'

You can also®cover them with plastic
bags, as long as you insert a stick or plastic
straw (0 hold the bag upright and away

from the seeds — creating a miniature tent.

The containers should then be placed in a
bright area, but not near any direct sunlight,
and be kept at, or above, room-level
lemperature during the day.

Experts suggest leaving them for any-
where from three 0 five days; after that,
start making periodic checks. Once ger-
munation has taken place, tiny leaves should
appear.

Once these leaves are visible, the covers
should be removed so the seedlings can get
oxygen. You should also move them into
sunlight 10 encourage steady growth. Be
surc to turn them regularly and water as re-
quired.

Once they've developed a second set or
their ““true” leaves or are about one inch
tall, they're ready to be transplanted into a
regular potting mixture.

Handle Gently: When doing this, be sure
o handle them very gently. Transplant the
seedlings into pots or space them approx-
imat®ly 1'/2 inches apart in a flat. Keep

them in these pots for a few weeks, until
they're ready to be planted outdoors.

During this time, you may want to fertil-

ize them with a mild fertilizer either once a
week or every two weeks to encourage
healthy growth. Check with your gardening

centre 10 see which type of fertilizer you

should use. _ .

ground, make sure you prepare .the soil.
Also be certain to exercise great care when

removing the plants from the pots. Dig a <

hole deep enough for each plant and space
them so they have room to grow. Give them

a thorough watering once planting is com-

plete, |

Once you've completed all these steps,
it’s time to sit back and watch your flowers
grow!

J This article is provided by local
realtors and the Ontario Real Estate
Association (OREA) for the benefit of
consumers in the real estate market.
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| lGet your house‘ in shape now
- Planning to move in the summer?

Now is the time (0 begin planning a summer or even a fall move.
For a successful move, a great deal of preparation is required and
people who have moved before know there's never such a thing as
100 much ume.,

Whether you decide to buy a new house first or sell your, present
one, you have 10 get your existing house ready for sale. |

Depending on the condition, that could take two to three weeks.
Essentially, what you're doing is ensuring the items seen by the
potential buyer such as paint, wallpaper, carp§t and drapes are all
nice and clean. _

Focus on small repairs such as leaky faucets and try to clean out
unnecessary items that add clutter 1o the home. The more spacious

|

Neutral colours are definitely the best choice whien painting or
wallpapering as these tbnes will appeal 1o the widest range of
buyers and help make the house look large. |

Cosmetic changes make the difference when trying to sell. Major
changes to clectrical or heating systems will not pay off in terms of
recovering these costs through a higher sale price. This includes
structural repairs as well.

The wisest move is o jnvest the éxtg $500-$1,000 on paint and
wallpaper. This can work 10 increase sales price by a couple
of thousand dollars and help to generate quicker sales; two things
that any smart vendor wishes to do.

For a free copy of “Moving Checklist™, please call or visit a
Canada Trust Realty office near you.

the house appears, the more interest it will generate.
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Financing can make your home
stand out in the market.

We can show you financing options to make

your home more attractive to buyers.
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LePage Mortgage.
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