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Test your Canadianness

"“Most Canadians lcarned 10 trace pictures in
kindcrgarien. Recent cvents suggest that some
employces of The Canadian  Champion
misscd that particular day at school so long
ago.

In today's issuc there is a community service
page with a map of Canada under the banner
A UNITED'. It was re-
our- crack stafl using skills

en,

sion of the
CANADA
connotation

ODIST’ but the religious

100 overpowering. So the fix
was in, It rcalized that some other minor
adj ould be introduced as well.
" Thus it was that Nova Scotia was included,
Prince Edward Island retumed from bencath
the waves and British Columbia was given
back a large part of its land arca ncar the Al-
berta border.

Labrador was carved from Quebec and Van-
couver Island returncd to shelier the west
coast. Ccrtain herclofore unbenownst land
bridges were removed and a large island taken
from western Lake Erie.

Actually, the exercise of returning Canada 0
its rcal scif was intcresting, Pcople began 10
rcalize the things they take for granted in
Canada; in our case, two of the provinces.

But, hey, it's-easy w forget parts of Canada.
There are 250 million Americans who forget
all of Canada, if they ever knew it at all. There
are millions of pcople all over the world who
have no idca that Canada even exists and there
arc others, who despite living here, have litde
concept of the vastness of this country.

| know pcople who have never been outside
the happy confines of Metro Toronto, t0 them
Milton is as forcign as Marrakesh. And yet, it
is still possible for most pcople 10 be amazed
by «arious locales which are quile close 0
home!

I remember the first yme, only a few short

*I.hc' ¢ corrected ver-
. Originally it sqd ‘KEEP -

with BRAD REAUME

ycars ago, when I encountered Limchouse,
Ontario, I'd never heard of it, I had*ho idea it
even existed, and now I wouldn't mind living
there.

With that in mind let’s try an exercise in na-
tion building. On a clean sheet of paper draw a

f map of Canada. Include geographic

fcatures such as lakes, rivers, islands, moun-
tains and the ocean coastline (without which
nﬁ map would be complete). Then add politi-
cal boundarics, cities, towns and parks.

Sce how much detail you can add. Compare
your map of Canada with the maps made by
other people 1o see how much you know about

“the place you call home,

This procedure might prove embarrassipg 10
some people but it should be enlightening, Get
to know your country. Canada is a pretty big
place 10 be arguing about without some neces-
sary background.

History has played its role in our national
character, or as some would say, our lack of
history has played a role‘in our lack of nation-

al characier. Geography however, has probab-
ly played a bigger role. We are, what we are,

because we are here,
With that in mind, a lack of familiarity with
other regions of Canada precludes a person

from being in wuch with the national con-

SCIOUSNCSS.

Here at The Canadian Champion some of us
have developed our sense of Canadianness
only as far as our tracing skills. But, it's a
m. ; ¥ -

Learming disabilities represent a very small
proportion of children who underachicve at
school. The problem is far, far grcater than
that. '

While lecaming disabilitics occur in 3 10 4

per cent of school children an incredible 2S5 -
per cent of children underachieve — do poor-

ly or fail, despitc normal intclligenee. |

Many undcrachievers are in fact children
who have other problems — motivational
(lack of intcrest), psychological (cg. depres~
sion), limiicd opportunity (cg. parcntal
neglect, poor classroom situation), develop-
mental (immafure or slow developing), or a
maladaptive family situation (eg. poor parent-
ing, stress, lack of concern for schooling).

These are the children who are most apt to
drop out of high school; they're twice as likcly
10 become uncmployed; and they become
“stuck™ working at low paying jobs with liule
opportunity for advancement.

Our socicty puts a premium on cducation.
It’s not like it was 20 or 30 ycars ago, when

many people made it without much education §

through hard work, perseverance and “street
Now, most pcople won't cven get the chance

PSYCHOLOGY
IN THE "90S

with DR. ARKNOLD RINCOVER

our adolcscents don’t even finish high school.
The time to do something is in the carly
school years, when underachievement first
shows itsclf. Kids don't start underachieving
in high school, it starts in elementary school.
Studies of children doing poorly in high
school show that 50 per cent of them ex-
perienced their first failure by second !
75 per cent by the fourth grade, and 90 per
cent by the seventh grade. Once it starts of
course, it snowballs, as the gap between them-

potenﬁal.uw;mushenuivuudmmym
leamn, Children who do well in school end 10

without a college degree. Yet, 20 per cent of

You make your bed and you lay in sawdust

It was my idca. Now I'm going 10 have 10
live with it.

It started with a growing dissatisfaction with
my oflice in the bascment. While 1 was

open-concept design we had devised for my
office. If 1 was scated at my desk, I could look
down the length gf the recreation room past
the sitting arca and down 1o the kids’ chaotic
play arca that was usually pcopled by my little
shadows. | ycarned for a cubbyhole. So this
what.we did.

The thirteen ycar old carnted books,
dressers, and his million picces of

his bascment bedroom up 10 the

bedroom. Then he and | shifted the desks,
filing cabinct, shelves, and of course, books, |

from my ollice into the empty room.
Did you notice that | didn’t mention his bed?
When we first moved into this house, we put

ON THE
HOMEFRONT
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However, before we could assemble her new
bed, we had to move her old bed into the
master bedroom, and belfore we could do that,

(mine) set in as | awaited the
tidy home 1o messy one.

First he plopped a dirty board (he claimed it
was clean) on top of our bed's comforter and
to assemble his 10ols which spilicd

~ over onto'the blanket. At times, the gusto with

which he atiacks these weekend projects over-
whelmsme,

Before hitting the sack that first night, | ran
my hand across the op of the bed, Sawdust,

hubby. He laughs as I sweep up the sawdust,
discarded nails, and cut electrical wires from

around the bed. If he doosn't track this debris
onlo or into our bed, then the cats are sure 10
mop up some with their furry paws and spread
it around a littie more.

The cozy wallboard healcr has been lem-
porarily rcmoved and now | can agree with
my thirtcen year old when he says the base-
ment is cold. But as [ said, that chill is short-
term (T hope). s

A disagrcement is looming on the
Hubby wanls to add capet 0 our ncw

~ bedroom. He doesn't like the cold floor. Slip-

pers would be cheaper, | say, than wall-to-wall

floor covering.
Right now he is 100 busy nailing on the

motivational make-up. They aren’t interested

in “intcllcctual™ tasks or values, they have
goals, and they
themselves.

from? Most oficn, it is the
the major role: they may not themselves be in-
terested in education, respect the teachers’ ef-

may be 100 10 notice the

(or_problems) in school; they
done well in school themselves, and

fl

r'!!ga

tongue-in-groove pine boards o resume the

carpet tfl with the missus.
Was all this really my idca?




