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Play on — dump the league

Perhaps by the time you read this
players strike will be over.

| wonder why it hasn't occurred 40 anyone
that the players don’t really need the owners.
The owners have succeeded in making the
NHL the worse run major sports league in the
world.

The players could simply reform into tcams,
secure arenas, and form a league. With a lite
foresight, they would hire capable ad-
ministrators and pay salaries as a percentage
wam.meouldgclchamedwhal
the market bear, icams would gravitate
to markets the game Wwas popular and
m;rlumsmldcunmmpmarkﬂs.

Minor markets would still have professional
tcams, but afier years of not competing with
the big city teams, they would form a second
tier league. This league would exist in minor
clties, or citics that could not support large
salanes. They would still need good players to
draw in the fans. It is possible that some stars
could make more money in these leagues than
by competing with all the superstars.
msmuummnmmymbmhdl
given the rapidly growing salarics. Some
tcams will brcak away into an" upper tier
lcague rather than continue to support the
smaller markets. That's how it used o be.

Sure there are some stumbling blocks to the

changing of the hockey guard. Traditional

tcam names would be the property of the cur-
rent owners. Some tcams may have trouble in
the short term securing large enough arenas.
There is no doubt that the players could do
as capable a job organizing a lcague as the
present owners' administration. They may
even enact better rules which would open. up

the game and remove much of the stickwork

and interference which mars the game today.
Does this sound farfeiched? It shouldn’t. In
fact, it was done once around the tum of the
century in major league bascball. Unfortunate-
ly, the Players’ League collapsedheuuxlhe
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players treated it as a short term thing 10 get
the owners back in line. They didn’t want o
run the game they wanted o play iit, so they
didn’t hire administrators.

Maybe Ken Dryden would consent 1o run
such a league. He's a lawyer and . has
demonstrated a feel for the game both as a
playcr and a writer and broadcaster.

Now that we've solved hockey's problems,
why don’t the current powers that be arrange a
short winter baschall league using the idle
domes of Minncapolis, Toronto, Montreal,
Detroit (Silverdome), Indianapolis, and Scattle
et al.

It could be limited to 40 games (only 20 at
home) in December and January using only
players with less than three years of major

league experience. Teams could also limit the
scating (o only best 20,000 scats in the
park.

Why should players go 0 exotic lo-

cales for winter ball. This way they could
nﬂuqmuwmo[dwmow
and gencral managers. In addition the
stadiums would be kept working and conces-
sionaires would have year round jobs, Like so
many things in this world, it just makes sense,
s0, of course it doesn’t happen.
While I'm thinking about it: Cooperstown,
New York is the alleged birthplace of baseball.
Really, this is a quaint myth. Still, how could
anyone believe that a game that requires large
amounts of flat land, would be invented in the
Adirondack Mountains?
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What is a “pushy” parent? What's the dif-
ference between puslung a child wo hard, and
guiding, encouraging, helping a child 10 dis-
cover new worlds. It’s a fine line, one that
many parents struggle with.

I was visiting preschools for my daughter,

asking ecach what they did and what they
taught. After they finished telling me about
“sell-reliance™, “expression”, and “indcpen-
dence”, in my most kindly voice I asked,
“What about reading?”. If holu could kill,
I'd be phht several times over. | was told that
child shouldn't be “pushed”, they'll be Ltaught
torcadwhonllwyﬁnwaninlcmhruding.

Hogwash! If that's the case, she'll spend the
whole year playing with dolls or Nintendo.
Isn't it part of a teacher’s responsibility 10
make it interesting, or am | just a pushy
parent?

There's a literature showing that pushing a

child too much can be harmful. There’s also a

litcrature showing that guiding a child, having
igh expectations, encouraging her 10 sample
new and varied activities, is beneficial.
The question, then, is what's the difference?
Studies with mothers having extremely high

expectations find that their children tend 10 be

lcss creative, more anxious, and have no

You are your cat’s meow if it wants you to be

You probably think you own you cat, right?
Aflier all, you chose him or her, you feed and
clcan and take to the vet's, this small creature,
and you receive affection in return. Well, you

- receive allecuon at the whim of the cat in-
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~ As soon as you showed the slightest

volved, and it’s wonderful when it's offered.

Cats can, indced, be very affectionate crea-
tures. However, it might be interesting to look
al a typical scenario from a cat’s point of view
as well as from a human’s,

Start with the obvious. You get out of bed,
stumble into the kitchen, eyes closed, wonder-
mgwhadnyltu_Yourwmm
lwakcnmg with extreme plcasurc — PTG,
meowing,-and rubbing against your arkies
with blissful enthusiasm. Sure, that cat is
hungry but, look how happy she is 10 see you.
Your version,

Feline version. Cas radar has been sensitive-
ly tuned 10 your breathing paticns. Before
you were even semi-conscious, the cat knew
you were waking and soon to be mobile. Pro-
bably, said cat was waiting impatiently at the

‘bedroom door (or your bedside), making slow,

dance-like movements with all four feet, head
and neck craned upward 1o detect signs of life.

move-
ment, food solicitation began, starting with a
re-marking of the cat’s temitory i.c. you.
There are scent glands on the top of a cat’s
head, at the gum line over the incisor teeth,
and at the base of the tail. When your cat rubs
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of his face or the wp of his head
you, he is marking you as his personal
property. The same with his body rubbing
against your legs; the scent gland at the il is
clearly marking you, so that any marauding
outlaw cats will know whose property you are.
The marking ritual complete, you reach 0
stroke the cat, then supply food as it is your
duty and obligation. The cat is , you're
hppyanmmmu
Perhaps another scenario would be en-
lightening. How about this one: you're waich-
on the couch with

the si

is relaxing and will be staying in one spot for
a while; 1 think I'll make myself comfortable.
Right here looks like a good Hey, I'm
hurt, I love you like a mother
away. Must be a misunderstanding; 1'll try

again. (Several tries later, you give up and the

cat settles in for the winter). Greal, now some
nice kitten behaviour, some kneading move-
ments mquumntofnulk let-down from the
olds days. Gee, I'm happy, guess I'll just purr
and tum up the volume, -

Get the picture? Whether you are male or
female, you will always hold the position of
mother in your cat's life. Along with that goes
all the responsibility of parenting; being taken
for granted and ignored, and being loved total-
ly and unconditionally.

You may feel your cat is making unrcas-
onable demands, while your cat’s viewpoint is
that you, as mother, should be available at all

times to provide tie necessary requircments of

life. These include food, shelier, shots and

veterinary care (though the cat is not acutcly
amol'lhh).andaﬂ‘ecdonmdmm

you own your cat. Remember, though, your cat
regarding you as his or her temilory is some-
whudum.umb_lw_ﬁm
places they inhabit and everything belonging in
these places. The affection bestowed on you is
1o be
dchﬁamlhacﬂ.lm

you push me -

all the more, nuium

PSYCHOLOGY
IN THE "90S

ldvmtl;e in the first grade over
peers. leae studics suggest that carly ex-
posure to academics is not an advantage, that

it was actually

Yet, other studies find that children of
mothers with high expectations do in fact do
better than their peers.

_The difference lics in how the studies define
mothers with “high expectations”. Mothers in
M!mnudyhadmemm;hupxu-

— they were more demanding, more
cnucalandlcuaﬂacm They would take
over a game and tum it into a task, criticizing
a child’s Eich-A- Skeich drawing, colouring or
placement of stickers.

The problem was not high expectations, for
most parents in these studies had them. The
problem was in how some parents translated
that into daily life. The truly pushy parents
were more anxious, controlling, rigid, over-
protective, direCtive, plxced more emphasis on

* perfection, and expressed much less affection

when talking to or about their child.

Three simple principies may help a parent t0
scparale when they are being facilitators from
when they are being “pushy”™. First, we must
always remember topraise the child. No mat-
tcrhowmmhlhcymlyblowu.wccmn

it easier so that they ¢
then move on from there.h.

Second, don't be afraid w0 sample, even if
you have o cajole a bit 10 do it. Whether it's
reading, skiing, or dance, children can be en- -
couraged to give it a try. The important thing,
however, is 10 monitor whether or not they
like it. If they don't like skiing (no matter how
much you like it), then it is a disservice
make them continue.,

Finally, make it fun. Children will like w0
read, if it's a game. While reading a/story, stop
at an exciting part and ask the child what letter
this is, or what sound it makes. Play “I spy”

xmﬂumlnam.;a}umaclom




