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“Central League

H uge crowd | :‘ l x ;
witnesses ® ol
Merchants’

dramatic win

By BRAD REAUME
The Champion

It's springtime in Aurora
but winter for Milton and St.-

Catharines. :

The western -division tit-
leistt Milton Merchants
claimed the Central Ontario
Junior B League champion-
ship Tuesday ' night at
Memorial Arena, with a 4-2
win, in game seven of their
series ‘with eastern division

. champion, Aurora.

Milion advances to the all-Ontario
Junior B semifinal against the St
Catharines Falcons who capturcd
Game Six of their Golden Horseshoe
Junior B League final with Welland,
7-1. For another week a least, winler
still haunts both Milion and St
Catharines. -

A huge. crowd spilled into the ais-
les, occupied Lion's Club Hall, filled
stairways and stood three deep
around the glass at ice level. Nobody
left the building while the issue was
in doubt. From a parking perspective
it seemed that every vehicle
registered in the Town of Milton was
parked at the castem edge of own.

“We gave everything W had.”
said Aurora coach Dana Shutt. “Mil-
ton is a deserving champion. They
played all year for the right to hold
the seventh game.”

“I'm never satisfied losing,” he
added. “I'm not used to losing.
Junior B hockey should be proud, it
was hockey as it was meant 10 be.”

Shutt, brother of former Montreal
Canadicns great Steve Shutt, said
that the series was particularly good
in light of “the ugly, no-class affair”
between Orillia and Oakville last
SCasOn.

Shutt said the turning point of the
scrics was an injury (o Dave Sutchy
who held a hot scoring wouch, in

Game Fw.r}hmhitﬂnicc o e o )
e defich with a 4-2 win the the seventh

the trophy.
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