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Halton Board of Education tax- % night, narrowly passed the $285 mil- What this means is an increase of
payers will be paying eight per cent lion budget by a 10-8 vote. $93 in education taxes on an average
more for education this year than By the same margin, the board assessment of $6,500.
last while teaching one pcr cent defeated a motion calling for reduc-  The board has honed its expendi-
fewer children. ing the budget so that the tax in- ture increases to a 2 per cent in-

Adwplydmdndbmrd.‘l'hmsday crease would be four per cent. crease. Looking forward to a slight

increase or at least on a minor de-

You are invited to our crease in provincial grants, the board

had thought 10 have a tax increase

Easter Open HOI.ISG close 1 the expenditure increase

However, provincial grants an-
nounced last Monday were nearly 11
per cent lower than last year.

Although the provincial govern-
ment is increasing grants (o educa-
uon by one per cent this year, poorer
boards will be getting more and
ncher less.

And the Halton IS seen as a
wealthy board witly a strong assess-
ment base and capable of raising”its
OWN revenues. \/

Milton trustee Bob Clark, chair-
man of the board’s budget commit-
lee had been looking forward to
presenting only a three per cent in-
crease in expenditures until this
grant information came in.

“How can the province continual-

School board narrowly passes 8% bigger budget

ly mandate and tell us what 10 do
and cut our funding?" he asked.

Trustee Don Cassidy .said that
during the eleciqn campaign many
candidates ran a budget not
higher than the rate of inflation.
“This budget is three times the rate
of inflation. It is unacceptable.”

He didn’t accept that the province
was 10 blame. “The same formula
that gave us a shortfall was applied
equally to all boards.”

“An ecight per cent increase in
millrate 1s a breech of trust,” he
added.

Trustee Diana Leblovic said that
instead of following the inaugural
board meeting’'s vow of reduce,
restraint and reallocate, the three Rs
had been converted 0 the 3 Ds;
dcbcnlurt delay and deny. |

“Debenturing,” she said, “merely
shifts to the future.”

She called for the board to restruc-
ture 10 meet the demands of the
economy. “Drastic measures have

Trustee John Scheel said that every
ume there 1S an opportunity o cut

the budget where staff isn’t involved
there is a policy in the way.,

Trusiee Cheryl Reid said “if we
keep increasing there will be nobody
around who can afford to live here.”

Reflecting these sentiments, trus-
iee Anne Barbu said “taxpayers
plead that they can’t pay anymore.”
My constitutents are struggling
through tough economic times, pay
freczes, pay reductions and un-
employment. We have not done
emugh 10 Cut COSts.

“We are not the heroes for only
having a 2.9 per cent incréase and
others villains for not granting us
more money. It is totally unaccep-
lable, taxpayers’ pockets are not bot-
tomless pits,” she said.

Supporting the budget, trustee
Dick Howitt said that each one per
cent means $1.8 million. “Let’s get
real there is no way we are going o
g0 back and cut $8 million from the
budgetr”

Trusiee Marg Bullock opposing
further cuts said that bringing the in-
crease down (o four per cent would
mean cutting bussing and staff,
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They're happy days indeed
Our low interest rates, and a com- down, and
plete range of morigage options draw  on [y
are tailored 1o your needs your RRSPS
With features like mortgage Obtaining a
pre-approval, flexible payment National Trust A
plans, pre-payment options, mortgage has nev- f
mortgage lile insurance and er been easier. To
more. Options that save time, make your day even 7
y money and needless worty brighter, we'll give 4
Plus right now you can buy yoy a $50 rebate for®
* Some resinciions may apply
t Offer does not apply 10 mortgages relerted by morigage brokers
- Fundymust be advanced prior 1o September 30 199)

Milton Mall, Miton 8784173
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Dbde Mall, Mississauga 274-3681
Eaton Sheridan Place, Mississauga 855-1600
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up
$250. And

no National
Trusi
switching

Helping you secure your future

11 Main Street South, Brampton 451-7330
Brampton SuperCentre, Brampton 453-1421
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Erin Mills Town Centre, Mississauga 569-3980

Square One Shopping Centre, Mississauga 566-2247

42 Wyndham Street North, Guelph 823-2300

insurance plus one other National
Trust service.! Mortgage Days are
here again at National Trust
The Great Canadian Morigage
Company. Call us or drop into a
branch for complete details
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have to do 1s take out a mort-
gage or transter your existing
mortgage to National Trus!
before May 30, 1992, and take
advantage of our mortgage lile




