Sazs new chairman Penman

HRCA’s recreatlon-mtensnve facilities a plus

« from PENMAN on page 1
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In an example of an activity that Mr. Penman seemed 0
find a tad more perplexing An terms of its appeal, the chair-
man cited the:fact that e authority also. permits snow-
mobile enthusiasts to race around Kelso Lake during the
summer. The speed of the machines usually keeps them
afloat.

No hand gliciing

But hang gliding on authority lands has been banned, fol-
lowing a demonstration for board representatives in which a
fellow strapped one on and promptly did what amounted t0 a
h.nlfgmmroﬂ'ahﬂlducnlltkofmwu'ungwmdsu
thankfully wmtoutsmou:connqmbeymdmhmm-
ment

Tbedmnglndmequoncrcfuﬁunﬂle thrust of
authority planning, however. That revolves cost ef-
fegtively managing high-volume recreational programs like
the Glen Eden ski facilities withih the Kelso complex in
rural Milton. Mr. Penman calls the ski hill one of the
aulhonrys ‘iewels”.
~"It's an absolutely wonderful facility. We' ve invested
about $1.5 million in snowmaking (equipment). We can
guarantee 90 to 105 days of recrempional skiing (a year), al-
most regardiess of the weather.” -

The money for state of the ant snowmaking machinery is
returned as revenue over and above expenditures (not profit
— the HRCA is a non-profit agency) every two seasons or
s0. Glen Eden generates a surplus of about $800,000 per
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the weather."
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used for expansions, which will Probably inelude a chalet
and possibly even additional ski runs,

But the conservation authority as a whole, despite its $8.3
million capital budget, has,been feeling the financial pinch

wdnlmfwmmm;oveumupﬁ “We
sure as hell are not” flush with cash, Mr. Penman said.

A hot potato
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two years with both the provincial government and Halton
Region, a war of words which Mr. Penman, who was often
the point man expressing authority ire, hopes has ended.

In a nutshell, the provincial government cut back funding
to the HRCA and told the authority to,get the shortfalf from

Halton. Hakon balked.

The three played hot potato, with the authority threatening

to take both parties 10 court. In the end Halton and Queen’s
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dlyTliulhn calmer since, he noted, and this

year the HRCA got “a modest increase” in funding from

Halton — about three per cent.

In 'what is perhaps an example of

that still prevails, the authority is

authoritics

Oakville. It’s a provincial facility that has tured into some-

thing more like the operations the HRCA manages.

As Mr. Penman explained it, the Province favours parks

that don't have a lot of bells and whistles — mostly just
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thal’ are “recreation-intensive”, with peols, skating finks,

“farm

ibits and the like, Bmmnttmdofmrmmnm-
HRCA plan, he added.

Hronte Creek in limba,

However, the authority is taking a ml-md-soe attitude,
because Bronte Creek runs at a loss and, despite the fact
300,000 people flow through a year, the authority would
have 10 look at changing some things to make it break even.
Ovemight camping might be permitied, for example, but all
that has 1o be studied before the HRCA agrees 10 take over
lhecomplu Mr. Penman said.
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“That’s obviously premature.”

O Rt iothone Sk o0 3 s and st
at atfractions, as reservoir
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even a distant iemptation, Mr. Penman said. “We've never
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. done it yet.” There will be no “Coney Island” type facilities

in the HRCA system, or anything similar, he stressed..
“There’s a little bit of marketing, but it's tastefully don.™
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Agriculture finds its voice

“Who Speaks for Agriculture” is tions Breakdown,™
the theme of a public forum spon- The guest speakers will include
sored by the Halton Region Federa- Jeff Wilson of Agricultural Groups
tion of Agriculture next Wednesday Concemed about Resources and the |*
night. | Environment, Roy Maxwell of the
The discussion at Bishop Reding Ontario Chicken'Producers’ Market-
SecmduySchoolml!add-mﬂw ing Board, and Ross Daily, agricul-
subjects: “Can agriculture influence tural broadcaster writer “with
the media?”, and “From Farm Field CFPL-TV. The will be held
10 Kmlmﬁle: A Communica- from 8-10 p.m. -
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IN JANUARY 1992

1,763 travel a in this
region averaged 11% se in sales.
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INCHEASE IN SALES!

We gall.this an endorsement of our quality lu'vice
as we start our 8th year, and for this , we say

THANK YOU VERY MUCH |
- TOALL OUR :
WONDERFUL CLIENTS!

WewllleontlnmioM hard to bring the world to you! |

TN Bruce Hood

Wmdows & Doors=
- by Rldley
QA
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This year, more t_han ever, smart homeowners are shopping at RIDLEY'S
ANNUAL SPRING SALE to make every dollar count. For our seventh consegutive
year we are offering honest savings on ALL of our windows, doors & architectural
mouldings. INSTALLATION INCLUDED. .

Until March 31st 30%° OFF all wood, aluminum and vinyl windows; steel,
fibreglass, wood & aluminum doors; interior French doors; elegant entrances and
surrounds; interior & exterior decorative mouldings*and more,

If you haven't shopped at Ridley before, join the ‘thousands of sat:sﬁe!l Ridley
customers for all your wmdmf,& door needs. Our aim is customer satisfaction.

— INSTALLATIONS — REPLACEMENTS
NEW CONSTRUCTION

For a FREE In-Home
estimate call: .

; The Way To Go!
Business Travel

8751010 w5, 878-2886
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