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Renovation
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Planning can save you trouble

The renovation road can be a long
one. Prepare for disruptions in your
everyday living, variable work-com-
pletion dates and bills that double
onginal estimates.

For most homeowners, renova-

E tions are cosmetic wonders — the fi-

nal product is usually the most im-
portant concern. But it's wise 0
think beyond the surface. _

If renovations are only skindeep
— 1f they're not sound from the out-
side in — they're not worth the in-
vestment.

Aluminum & Vinyl

— Siding

— Soffit

— Fascia

— Eavestrough TAL

— Thermo Windows YV~
& Doors e

Roofing

— Repairs

— Re-Roofing

- Strip Roofing

— Small Flat Roofs
— Metal Flashings

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

Before renovatin ;, check your
home's existing structural soundness,
electrical wiring and plumbing, insu-
lation levels and air-tightness quality.

+ If any of these structural elements
doeg not meet today’s standards, it’s

- a good idea 1o upgrade the inade-

quate feature and then proceed with
the renovation.

Since renovators don’t know what
will have to be replaced until they
start work, original estimates can
vary greatly from the final cost.

Every house has its own system

ohir.hmimd moisture flow.

Look beyond the immediate reno-
vation job and consider whether it
will have any effect on how the rest

of the house works. Renovation

plans on paper will help.

If you don’t use an architect, it’s a
good idea 10 get a draftsman'’s plan,
remember renovating very easily
spills out into other rooms.

Before you decide to do a lot of
renovation work yourself, make sure
you know what expertise is neces-

Full 5 Year, 24 Hour Warranty with
Yearly Maintenance Inspections.
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DON'T DELAY, CALL TODAY
BEFORE SMALL PROBLEMS
* TURN INTO BIG ONES!
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Isn't this the day to call
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“YOULL LOVE COMING HOME
TO A CLEAN HOUSE*
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ae. MOLLY MAID?

The house needs cleanirg, but with
your busy schedule you just can’t
find the time. Today is the day to call

Molly Maid"

Molly Maid teams are insured,

bonded, fully trained

professionals who fit 'ynur
time schedule. They provide
their own transportation and

. cleaning supplies.
Molly Maid is thorough.
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They dust and vacuum your
home throughout, sanitize
your kitchen and Bathrooms
and spot clean your walls and
cupboards.
Let Molly Maid solve youn
home cleaning problems today

MOLLY MAID
876-1672

sary and follow building standards as
you go.

- If you spend a lot of time and
money, and then find out there are
basic flaws in the work, you might
be spending more money 1o fix the
problem than you would have if you
had hired a professional in the first
place.

Engineers, building contractors
and interior designers should have all
the answers you'll need. |

Here are a few tips that could help
in planning various types of renova-
tion work: Y

* Kitchens. With today's plethora
of kitchen add-ons, the cost of reno-
vating this room can range from

$10,000 1o $20,000.

Choosing kitchen cabinets or new
doors 1s the easy part. But if you're
planning to move the sink, you'll
probably need advice from a me-
chanical engineer 10 reroute drain
and air-intake pipes.

Expect to upgrade plumbing and
electrical work.

If you like ceramic file counter
tops, consider laying your own tile.
It's the easiest of any interior finish-
ing to do yourself.

Another low-cost renovation is
replacement of a stainless-steel sink
with a corian or pprcelain one,

» Bathrooms. When moving bath-
room fixtures, the same rules apply
as in the kitchen. Changing pipe di-
rections will probably disrupt the
floor.
Expect to pay about $5,000 for a
new tub, toilet, vanity and ceramic
tile on floor and bath tub enclosuge.
A smaller job — painting and n,-;x
ing ceramic tile — will run about
$2,000.

* Fireplaces. Adding a fireplace,
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whether you have a chimney or not,
is a fairly straightforward job de-

pending on space and budget.
Fireplaces, from those with pre-

fabricated components to ones made
of masonry, range in price from;
about $1,000 to §9,000 — the latter

being the most time-consuming to
install,

Consulting engineers will tell you
how the positioning of a new fire-
place will affect the house's support
structure. ,

They can also tell you if an old
fireplace can be remodelled to bum a
different fuel.

For example, a wood-burning
fireplace might be converted to a gas
fireplace.

Bungalows and two-storey houses
present different challenges.
Bungalows allow chimneys to run
through the roof.

Without proper planning, a chim-
ney of a ground-floor fireplace in a
Iwo-storey house is apt to run
through ghe middle of a second-floor
room.

Consider installing fireplaces
close 1o a room'’s centre. The critical
thing is to try not to have the chim-
ney onan outside wall because you
get down drafts.

Corner fireplaces use consider-
able room space. |
« Windows. Replacing old, wooden,
double-hung windows with air-tight
vinyl ones is an expensive job that
might not be necessary.

New sashes and rigid plastic
weatherstripping will do a very good
job of fixing drafty window open-
ings.

_ It's a do-it-yourself project, cost-
ing a fraction of the replacement
COsL. N
In an average home, replacing
wooden windows in existing open-
ings with vinyl windows takes a cou-
ple of days and costs about $5,000.,

« Skylights. Since leaks and con-
densation plague some skylights,
quality is important.

So is installation expertise; it's
not a do-it-yourself job. Consulting
engineers can help with skylight po-
sitioning.

Buying a skylight and installing it
are expensive, running from about
$700 to $900.

Skylights can have an energy
penalty, In southern and western lo-
cations, overheating is a potential
problem, whereas northern and east-
emn spots might mean heat loss.

The skylight’s efficiency will im-
prove as the roof pitch gets steeper.

* Stairs. Installing new stairs — a
straightforward project — will cost
between $4,000 and $7,000.

Custom stairs from a stairway or
cabinet-making shop come in hun-
dreds of designs.

You can create any size hole in
the floor to have any size stairway
coming into it. You just have to make
sure that that hole is properly engi-
neered so that the floor isn't weak-
ened.

If possible, have the stairmaker

install his product.

» Additions. Building a new room.

depends largely on how much space
there is on your lot, and architectural
esthetics.
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Let us build your rec room or addition

We'll supply

DRYWALL

upto 1,000 sq R

Commercial &
Residental Renovations
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