Councillor calls for cop bud

+ By ROB KELLY
Oakville regional councillor Steve
' Sparling wants the police to crack
down — on themselves,

Wednesday councillor Sparling

warned that a move by Halton
Regional Police to trim their 1992
budget request by three per cent was
jt:lst not enough cost cutting, and he
added that he isn't to give
up the fight to l'l.tr'.l!-:’elqu}r;|l'l.:l blcksllhe
proposed $37.8 million pac

Regional police chief James Hard-
ing ' pitched the newly slashed bud-
ﬁiel to the regional budget committee

onday. The police position is that
it’s now a bare-bones document. Ini-
tially police had wanted roughly $39
million from Halton taxpayers, a 126
per cent increase over 1991's $34.6
million. But, following a request
from regional councillors, they've
pared that back to a 9.3 per cent hike
— cutting about $1.1 million.

Councillor Sparling was the only
budget‘committee member to regi-
ster strong dissatisfaction with t
latest police initiative.

“Last year they got 9.5 per cent and
this year théy want 9.3 per cent. |
take issue with the chief in what he
believes is absolutely essential,” Mr.
Sparling said.

It’s totally unacceptable to me, to
the taxpayers, to the people. It can't
ﬁ on, especially in a deep recession.

ey have not pulled their weight,”
Mr. Sparling emphasized.

What police management has
“done, largely, is attempted to hold
the line on wages. In fact, given infla-
tion, they want rank and file police
officers to take a cut in pay.

Instead of the originally planned 4
per cent increase in salaries the
newly tendered budget serves up a
One per cent raise. Rather than as-
king for almost $1.5 million to cover
salary adjustments, police only want
$375,000.

However, they haven’t backed off
their plan to hire 12 new officers in
1992, and that bothers Mr. Sparling.
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ALARM SYSTEMS INC.

3410 SOUTH SERVICE RD.
BURLINGTON, ONT. L7N 3T2
(416) 333-3460 FAX 3334496 _

He says the force should “delay
implementation” of that “for as long

as necessary.

But Sgt. Carey Smith, the regional
police media relations officer, said
Halton is understaffed when it
comes to police officers. “The provin-
cial average is one per 700 people
and we're up at (one per) 809.”

Sgt. Smith said lice ha
been playing catch-up the last
few years in an attempt to reach the

vincially recommended staffing

Is. “We're still below the ratio
and the region’s growing, crime is on
the increase (up 8.7 per cent last year,
according to police statistics).

“I'm not suggesting that throwing
money at it cures a problem, but you
have to have some resources,” Sgt.
Smith stressed.

“I've never said we dont need
those officers,” Mr. Sparling: said.
“But | believe we can't afford those
officers.” He said the annual cost of a
dozen new officers, including bene-

fits, runs & roughly $1 million
year, a figure Sgt. Smith did not
ute

P ‘
But Sgt. Smith did note that in a
comparison of nine forces,

Halton was “third cheapest” in terms

of s¢ per taxpayer. |
cost Halton’s residents an a of l

$114 each in 1991. In neighbouring |
and in|

Peel it was $146 per head
milton $144.
sked if he was reasonably certain

officers are willing to a
gly raise of only one per cenﬁ

mith chose his words carefully, but
left the clear impression they” are
willing to compromise.

“Thg fairest thing I can say is that
police officers are fully izant
that there is a recession out A
lot of people are out of work, laid off.

it's almost an situation.
We're fully aware of ﬁt

Police contract negotiations for a
one-year deal are ongoing. The last
contact expired in December.

Attitudes are changing

+ from AWARENESS on page 4
in court. They must prove at a special
hearing that it is relevant to the case.

“Just because there’s no law in
place now doesn’t mean the lawyers
can go in and have a field day,” she
said.

Common sense is a person’s best

rotection, said Acting Sergeant

arty Power. He also advised mem.-
bers of the audience to follow their
instincts. “If something doesn’t feel
right get out of there.”
king on safety in the home
and on the streéet, Acting Sergeant
Power said some homeowners, espe-
cially in rural areas, still leave win-
dews and doors unlocked. “Unfor-
tunately in today’s society you can-
not do that.”

He warned the crowd not to put
their first names on mail boxes or in
phone books, and not to allow a

stranger in need of a phone in their
homes. “Offer to make the call your-
self.”

Should you ’e-l-urnlf me to find
windows and doors ta with,
don’t go inside in case Xthijef is still

there. “The difference could be your
life,” said Acting Sergeant Power.

Held in the wake of many recent
acts of abuse to women and children
in Halton, the forum’s purposeé was
to help stop violence from becoming
the norm in society.

Because violence in today’s society

is everybody’s problem, Craig Prit-
chard, s head of physical edu-
cation, said he was disappointed
more male students didn’t attend the
event.
Next month, the school plans to
hold a forum on AIDS — 3 topic
many students have been inquiring
about, said Mr. Pritchard.
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Call Collect: TORONTO — Operators to
take your applications 24 Hours a Day

(416) 947-0707

Milton Youth Soccer Club Inc.

P.O. Box 254, MILTON, ONT. L9T 412

SUMMER
REGISTRATION
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Milton Mall

Friday, February 14th, 7 pm to 9pm
Saturday, February 15th, 10am to 4 pm

Boys and Girls 6 to 18
. Rep Teams, Select teams and House
League for ages 11 to 18. Tournaments
Mini Soccer, 7 aside game, for6to 10

year olds.
COME JOIN THE FUN

Fee: *60 Per Registrant
Family Rate- *150
Rep Surcharge *25
Select Surcharge *15

Club Tel: 875-4072

get chop |

4

_-_:q
'

B S e s —

WIP(OMING EVENTS !
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HOURS

9:30 - 9:00
9:30 - 6:00

Monday - Fri
Saturday

| Closer to Home

95 ONTARIO STREET, SOUTH

MILTON, ONTARIO

UPCOMING EVENTS

FEBRUARY

- VALENTINE'S

DAY -
Shop. M Malli

for
your Sweetheart
AND WIN!

SPORTS REGISTRATION

RADIO
SHACK

WHAT AN
INCREDIBLE
PRICE

For a Complete
Computer System with
Monitor and Printer for

As Low As...

499"

SEE US TODAY
Sale Ends
Feb.29th, 1992.




