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Councillor loses bid to establish zero Halton budget
Region to ask Halton police to scale down their 12.6% increase request

By ROB KELLY money left,” let_me-tell you how trols perhaps “25 or 27 per cent” of staff to cut the hell out of our budget measure to hold wages for elected of-
Halton regional councillors turned quickly the public reaction will the taxes it collects, with the so the police can have a 10 per cent fittals to a two per cent increase in
back a bid to'examine the impacts of turn,” Ms Mulvale said. She added remainder going to the police, the increase? | fail to see what we are 1992 was also voted down, nguuﬂ
freezing their budget at 1991 levels that agonizing Halton’s social Halten ion  Conservation Ing to accomplish here.” something similar will probably be’
Wednesday, but regional council did services budget has already made it Authority, the Children’s Aid Society Mr. Sparling, Oakville coun- re-introduced at the committee level.
vote to ask Halton pelice to have a difficult for her to sleep. and for welfare payments. cilor Bill Logan and Milton Mayor The move to ask police to look for
second look at their budget, with its  Milton councillor Brad Clements “What are we duing here?” Mr. Gord Krantz voted in favour of ex- cuts in their budget was overwhelm-
proposed 12.6 per cent increase. angrily pointed out that Haltongon- Clements demanded. “Seading our amining the zero-increase option. A ingly approved.
Oakville councillor Steve Sparling
was behind the push to see what
steps would be needed for a regfonal
freeze, But Halton chief administra-

tive officer John Fleming, the head of ; | -
regional staff, said he had already ,.
outlined the available choices last |

December. “1 don’t think there are
any additional options. The raw
material for going below the rate of
inflation isalready before you.” _\

Mr. Fleming’s preliminary budget
document, released in December,
outlined «a range of financial
scenarios and settled on a 7.37 per
cent tax increase.

Included, however, were
provisions for cuts that would take
that down below four per cent, lalge-
ly by slashing regional services. But
when the Halton Regional Police in-
crease of 126 cent (which the
Region must bill for) was factored in,
the overall proposed .jump came to
10.5 per cent.

Mr. Sparling’s move to get detailed
plans from regional staff for holding
the tax line at 1991 levels led to a
long, sometimes emotional discus-
sion as councillors faced a sities of
bleak alternatives.

“The idea is to look at what it
would take to get to zero,” councillor
Sparling said. “1'd really like to see
what options are available.” He also
wanted to know “how much pain”
those options would involve.
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Mghordonil Sovimhment’ ‘suth a8 P/B, A/C, Rear wiper/washer, Light Group, 7

welfare payments. The only place Passenger, w/dual Captain Chairs,"AM/FM cas-
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mean “massive” spending to catch Wipers, Full Wheel Covers, Twilight Blue Exterior

up later,_he warned. with blue interior. Stk #2783.
Besides, regional staff has already

taken its Dest ghot at outlining a

budget and “to go back and do it

again is an exercise in futility,” the

councillor said.
Mr. Scholtens added that newly

elected councillors (such as Mr.

Spafling) often pledge to hold a hard

fiscal line during election campai

but soon find out how diéficult lﬂi

can be. “It comes down to a question

of having to eat crow and | would

suggest to them they accept that now

and get on with it.” .
Although Halton only pays 20 per

cent of soaring welfare costs (the

provincial and federal governments _ ; '
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Mulvale questioned whether anyone |

is really prepared, for example, to The following models equipped with the above features plus.
cap the amount spent locally to feed 2
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the recession. " " " '
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McDonald’s $ 00
internal theft 17,995

A former manager of McDonald’s
in Milton ha.s been cha in con-
nection with the theft of more than
$60,000 from the restaurant over a
nine-month period.

The money was stolén from the
Martin Street fast food outlet, owned
by Richmond Chandler Investments
Ltd., between November, 1990 and
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derceme ll 655 MAIN ST. MILTON 875-3673

is scheduled to appear in Milton
court February 10.
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