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Recession could be factor o BT %E
In increased child abuse § B 72 |l

By WILMA BLOKHUIS “We've never experienced anything like 1991,” Ms . :
- Special to The Champion Morrison continued, addin . NOEI Du]gnan
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abuse cases reported to the Halton Children’s  Aid past years was about . M.P.P. Halton North
Society inr:rvla.ieste-cl:ffJ ‘ ; 1,400, but never artything like last year.”
“There’s absolutely more abuse” because of the ‘CMs Morrison believes the increased caseload at the
economy, said Margaret Morrison, assistant director of YCAS is a “by-product of the poor economy because =
services for the Halton CAS. Although unable to deter- parents are laid off and feel stressed about not being able OFFICE HOURS - BROOKVILLE
mine what percentage of the physical and sexual abuse to provide for their children the basic necessities of life.
suffered by childrendn the region could be directly at- This places children at an increased risk.
tributed to the economy, she did sav. the number of “Currently, the Halton CAS has over 200 children in DEAR CONSTYFUENTS
children taken into care as a result of abuse is up sharply. - our care each day, compared to under 200 last year, said | : : :
“The most abuse cases we've ever had in the past is 30 ', Ms Morrison. She explained a major concern for CAS ['will be hﬂldlﬂg office hours in

children per month,” said Ms Morrison. “Last year,"we .workers is that “we!re admitting more children on BROOKVILLE on the afternoon of
were averaging 50 children per month who suffered average each month, and our discharges are not keeping |

physical or sexual abuse. This is a most frightening  up, Our.in care population is rising.” WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29th at the

statistic.” » ““Children can be in CAS care for as little as 10 days

She added the ages of these children is also a concern ‘before being returmed to their families, “while others NASSAGAWEYA COMMUNII Y

as babies and children up to age 13 or 14 have required grow up in CAS care.” | CENTRE

|
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CAS protection from abuse. Ms Motrison explained the . Ms Morrison noted the abuse statistics do not include

number of adolescents requiring protection has not in: neglect, “as child neglect has not increased to the extent _

creased as teens are “better able to protect themselves that child (sexual and physical) abuse has.” She ex-

thar the wee ones who are more at risk.” ' plained that a family which is “runs out of food and is If you wish to talk to me about p;ovincia]
Most of the cases were children under 11, Ms Morrison  reaching out for help” is not guilty of child neglect “uns ge £

Said, noting that not all of the abused children weré Jess there’s a child not being taken care of. There may be matters please call my Milton office at
taken into care. “We were able to protect those who were  some more families than in the past who are running out :

being abused by a relative (other than their ‘parents) in of food but that has not translated into increased neglect. 878-1729 o arr dnge an aPPOIHU‘nﬂm-
their own homes. Last year, the Halton CAS provided 29,000 days of |

5. "Thepe hasn’t been a rise in our general intake as there foster care through its residential services. “That’s an in- .
has been with abuse.” . crease of 48'per cent above the projected levels,” said Ms | :

Last year, the Halton CAS provided a total of about Morrison, mr:tpared to almost I;‘J,DOO days of foster care Noel Dmgnan, M.P.P.
71,500 days of care, compared to 60,435 days in 1990. The in 1990 - Hﬂ"ﬂﬂ NOI‘"’I
Halton CAS Outside Placement and Treatment Program, The additional 10,000 days of care provided by the | ’
for “the most hard to serve children and the most costly,” CAS is a' “horrendous increase for us to cope with in one
increased to 13,400 days last year from 11,750 in 1990. year, and our foster families have been fantastic,” said
These were children placed outside of Halton Region, . + 800 CHILD ABUSE on page 10
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