By ALEX MATHESON
Special to The Champion
" Brock Harris, one'of the founders
of the Halton Region Conservation
Authority, is resigning after 31 years
on the board — 19 as chairman.

The Walkers Line dairy farmer,
along with Eric Gidgeon and Harold
Speers also of Burlington ap-
proached local township govern-
ments in 1957 concerning environ-
mental action on Twelve Mile Creek.

More specifically Mr. Hagris recalls
twin concerns at the timg. One was
that the Limestone Creek was being
polluted by a gravel pit and this was
in turn effecting Twelve Mile Creek.

However,: he said the gravel pit
heagd - about the campaign “and
cleaned up its act”,

The other factor was that a quarry-
ing operation was threatening to
break through the face of the escarp-
ment at Mount Nemo.

These concerns led to the forma-
tion of the authority on June 12, 1958
and Mr. Harris’ appointment as the
Burlington representative.

In' the 1960s and ‘70s he co-ordin-
ated land transactions that led to the
acquisition of Hilton Falls, Rattle-
snake Point, and Crawford Lake.

These, as part of the Niagara Es-
carpment, were declared by the
United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural

anization (UN-
ESCO) a world biosphere in 1990..

A contribution he especially
was the building of diversion chan-
nels in both Burﬁngtnn and Oakville
which have eliminatéd flooding of
homes by streams. |

Along with this, he is proud of the
authority’s tree planting record. It
has planted 100,000 trees annually
for the past 20 years.

He sees tree planting as an ongo-

ing important duty. Trees are vital in
retaining moisture in the land and
slowing runoff, he said.
Development, with its attendant
roofs and asphalt, promote rapid
runoff and the water doesn’t stay on
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the land, he added.

In the future, he sees more efforts
needed in ensuring that swamps and
ponds are not drained. Swamps, he
said, are a purifying syStem for
water. “1f we keep draining tHem we
will be out of water,” he said. Drain-
ing swamps, he explained, tends to
lower the water table and contribute
to droughts.

Mr. Igarris sces the role of chair-
man getting heavier, probably lead-
ing to a fulltime job in the future.

Mr. Harris, who will pass his 71st
birthday just before he steps down
on February 20, has been active in
raising money for the Crawford

.Lake Indian Village projcts. The

retiring chairman was a founding
member of the Halton Region Con-
servation Foundation,

In 1977 and 1978 he was chairman
of the association of consérvation
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authorities of Ontario and vice presi-
dent from' 1985 to 1988.

He was Burlington’s representative
on the board for 31 of the 33 years
the board has been in existence and
chairman continuously since 1972.

Election of chairman is conducted

early by the 19 members of the

rd. This board determines policy
for the authority. |

As chairman, Mr. Harris had to at-
tend at least one mecting a week and
for his dutigs his honourarium at
retirement was $3,000 rcr year.

He has no special plans for retire-
ment, but expects to become active
in some charity work through a club.

“The rich natural resources of this
area have been made greener by one
man who has worked hard to build

conservation into the fabric of Hal-.
ton. Mr. Harris will be missed,”

stated an HRCA press release.

MILTON SPRINGERS
GYMNASTIC CLUB

Are pleased to announce they have
moved to their new location at

180 NIPISSING ROAD,
UNIT #5 '
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