Anti-drunk driving group ’s message getti

By KAREN SMITH

It's a crutial time of yurDl:r the
Milton Commitiee
and Driving (MCAW H“S

The ulue of the o um;
public awareness and education ef-
" forts is put to the test during the
holiday season when social drinking
ucrhen part of Christmas and New
Year’s Eve celebrations.

Although the police’s RILD.E. (Re-
duce Impalrt-d iving Everywhere)
Program becomes an everyday event
in ember, the committee faces a

The Qrocedure

task of preventing the
crime which accounts for about 27

Emdb&l\ﬁdﬁmm

5% of accidents :

Drinking drivers are involved in
about 5 cent of all reportable
(over $700 damage) traffic crashes,
ug:'l-hlm Regional Police.

t ironically, according to data
from the Trafﬁc Injury Research
Foundation, December, January and
February have the lowest totals of

Festive season greeted
with RIDE spot checks

The onset of the Christmas season
also signals the beginning of the Hal-
ton Regional Police R1.D.E. Program.

From now until January 1, police
will conduct R1.DE. (Reduce Im-
paired Driving Everywhere)
somewhere in  town
every night.

RIDE. aims
deter people from

o

machine or refuse to blow into the
machine.

If he or she refuses, the dnver wlll
be charged with refusin

a breath sample, and wil be released

with a court date. His or her

driver’'s licence will be

sus ed for 12

hours, and the car

will be im-

drinking | and
driving by hold-
Ing random
spot checks
and roadside
breath-testin

Last year, ?hl
ton Rﬁgmnal
Police sto
5,809 cars crunng
Chrjstmas s checks
in Milton and Halton
Hills. Eight 12-hour sus
sions were issued and ﬁc impaired
driving charges were laid

For those who have nmever ex-
Pcm‘nced the R1.D.E. Program, this
is what happens

Procedure at
R.LLD.E. spot checks

1. The motorist stops. Officer ex-
plains pUTJH‘ of stop and asks the
motorist if he/she has had any al-
coholic. beverages to drink pror to
driving. The officer also checks to

make sure the occupants have their
scatbelts on.

2.1f the motorist says no and the of-
ficer doesn’t smell alcohol, the
motorist will be thanked for stop-

Emg ind gwm a Spotcheques

hc mOIanI says yes, or the of-

ﬁwr smells alcohol on driver’'s

breath, the officer will ask the dniver

to step from the car and nd that

the driver blow into a side test-
ing device.

4. The driver can at this

point
choose to either blow

into the

ﬁunded or can
driven by a
sober friend.

k' K-
driver blows
into the
machine,

test will result in

— Pass: Driver is

free to go on his

way. Wam: Blood /al-

- cohol is between 50-100
mg./100 ml. blood. Driver’s

licence is suspended for 12 hours, no
charges laid. Fail: Driver is taken
into custody for a breathalyser test at

the station. His or her ‘car 15 im;
pounded.

If the breathal confirms the
driver’s blmdhrﬂhol is over N
mg./100 ml blood, the driver s
charged criminally with a drinking
and driving offence.

OUr thSl( emlmw

BOSTON
ROCKERS

NOW ON SALE

BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE!

Quality Hand-Crafted Canadian
Heirloom Furniture for Over 130 Years

Steeles Avenue
Hwy. 25 & 401, Milton
Telephone: 875-4687

Monday-Saturday Yam to %pm

Sunday: Noon-9pm
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d -ulnu:l crashes, followed
| and November.

May lnd
impaired driving accident rates
(about 65 per cent of the annual
total).
driving won't ever
be eliminated, ad-
mits Carol Stove-
ken, a founding
member of
MCADD.

“As long as there
are alcoholics, there
will always be
people who will
drink and dnw.
she says.

But impaired
driving can be
pmenttd Reduc-
ing the number of
drunk dnvers on
the road is the Eml
of the committee
made u about
15 local residents
including high
school students and a

ional Police officer.

CADD was established in Sep-
tember, 1984 as a result of an alcohol-
related train/car crash which took

Halton
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the ¢

Christmas Savmgs

Come in to see our
. Large Selection of

have the highest

Carol Stoveken

the lives of six Milton high school
students earlier that year.

The group aims to educate the
public about impaired driving in
order to such accidents.

ttmt pl'mmu
their cause at
events such as the
Milton Fall Flir
and Santa Claus
Parade.

Ml Stoveken, a

lle resi-

dmt whOPlowda
professional coun

selling services to
convicted - drunk
drivers, doesn’t
believe stiffer jail
sentences  would
serve as a deter-
rent.

“Jail only works
if you'n': scared of
going,” she says.

Instead, she
would like to see
all first offenders be
forced to participate in a counselling

rog:m to prevent re-occurrence of
the

Ms Stoveken would also like to see
the names of gogvi drunk

ng across

drivers printed in every newspa
Because MCADD believes

tion at theyoungu?tpmubleu

the key to pru.-w.-ntlng runk driving,

volunteers often conduct presenta

tions in Jocal lchooh

llenzs-&l

Men aged between 25 and 34 years
account for the largest precentage of =
impaired dnmlas per cent). The
next largest grodp is men aged 16 to
24 years (31 peer cent), and then men
35 to 44 years old (18 per cent)

But the good news is, organiza-
tions like MCADD are making a dif-
ference. Drinking and driving is on
the decline in the province.

The latest statistics (between 1980
and 1987) show the rate of accidents
involving drunk drivers (per 1.000
population and per 1,000 licenced
drivers) fell by 42 per cent and 46 per
cent respectively.

In contrast, the number of vehicle
crashes involving sober drivers in-
creased by 12 per cent, and the
population mﬂ'ﬂﬂd by 8 Tu'

MCADD meets month (ncept
july and August). The mmmlttw
welcomes new volunteers to hel
the fight against drinking and rw
ing. To get involved, call Carol
Stoveken at (416) 659-7756.
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Easy to Install
WA|NSCO'ITING

- OAK

Only S2 999

Reg. $36.99
Covers 125 sq. 1.

. KNOTTY PINE

4 x 8 Panelling and
“ Mouldings to finish

- off your favourite
- room for the
holldays

Only $ 1 499

Reg. $17.99°"

SCHUYLER HOME CENTRE

385 STEELES AVENUE EAST, MILTON

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8am.-8pm.
Saturdays 8 am.-6 p.m.

878-9222
or
878-4139
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