Give kids a hand-made Christmas

The holiday season is upon us and
each year we vow that we will get

better organized, do things sooner .

and s less money

Well this year you can do all three
by following this easy guide . . shop
less and turn that tipne into “quality
family time”. The magic formula o
Christmas and other family holidays
is the things that are done together
that .l”ﬂﬂ' veTYone, hlg (F SsMa 1 o
feel useful and to be a part of the pb

This Christmas you can accomplish
this by havihg a few family craft ses
sions with your family

NOt only will thys kindle those
family feelings before Christmas, it
will set-up Some deas for some
shared family experiences after
Christmas for those long winter Sun
day afternoons

Keep the crafts simpie, prepare the
materials and equipmw m needod
beforehand. show them a model and
st aside enough timwe so you can
enpoy and not be in a rush.  Listed
below are some traft ideas for the
whole family to make your Chnst
mas a little more home mad:

Message Board

Reinforces: writing, spelling, fol
lowing directions -

Need: Poster (tag) board, stick-on
Ll‘ﬂi'f"-.“l' T'I"I.Ifh'rt, WAl .'*cidi T..h.i. g !!
!T pens, a hole punchet and vam or
rbbon '

Preparation: 1 Cut the tag board to
the size of message baard you would
ike 2 Use the stisk-on etiers ‘r
Mag i markers to 1;1-':} out 2 name of
the Person you are giving it 0 And
the words "&‘[mugr Centre’ This #
to be ;*r:r-wd across the top of the tag
board 3 Use the markers tomark off
the board in three sections: Shog
F's;r'gg List” Calls to Make and 1*!
cial Numbers 4. Cover the board
with the cloar plastu NS W
protect i and it can also be wnitien
on with a wipe-off marker. 5. Funch
a hole In r..nlh corner at the top left
and right cormner and thread the np
bon or varn and this will rr.riu.r 3
hanger for the board. 6. Tie a felt

tipped pen with the yam or rnbbon
and attach it through the holes at the
top of the tag board (From Sesame

I
Street Magazine, December I:.IH'.'

Christmas Placemats-.

Reinforces: cutting visual-spatial
skills, co-ordination

Need: Construction paper {12 x18
), scissors, plastic food wrap, glue
and old Christmas cards, catalogues
or Christmas paper scraps

Activity: This is a great activity to
repare for Christmas dinner or
reakfast

Usin; 12 x 18" construction paper
or cardboard let the children
decorate their own placemats to be
used for dinner. Cut out pictures
from used Christmas cards and
wrap
. Paste the pmuru on the construc-
tlﬂl’l (J:l" lh(' pictures so

flrdhmrd is showing

Wl‘u-n they are compieted, add the
person’s name who will be using o
Or a wnie a greet)

Then cover the ;ncmt with plas-
tic food wrap or clear Mac Tack. The
food wrap will have to be taped 0

hold it onto the back o=t h\
Victorian Plp(r Fans

Reinforces: motor skills, directions,
hand -eye co-ordination

Need: 8 x 10 piece of wallpaper,or
Christmas wrapping paper cut in the

roper dimensions (foil paper works
great and looks elegant), tape, ribbon
and a stapler

Preparation: Pleat 2 5 x 107 nx
tangular plece of wallpaper or
Christias paper into 17 accordion
folds. Foldahe pleated strips in half
This will form the fan when the two
edges are pined T.npr the two
Elh\lmd edges together in the centre

aple or tape a bow on the bottom
of the pleated fan Experiment with
the size of the paper and you could
make smaller ones togoon a gift as a
tag or as decorations on the Chnist-
mas tree. (Adapted from: Moking
Your Own Traditions by D Hunter)

Gingerbread People

Reinforces: measurement, estimat
Il\h and fine motor skills

eedk 3 cups of four, 1 tsp. of

baking soda, 2 tsp. of ginger, 1/2

KidsPlay |

wih
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cups of butter or margarine, | cup of
brown sugar 1 tablespoons of i{"‘!
COTN Syrup, | and rasins or cur
rants and x :r*g (¥ desired)

Preparation: Sift the flour, baking
soda, and ginger into a bow!l Cut In
the butter with a knite until the mix
ture looks like fine breadcrumbs
Add the brown sugar and mix will
Put the corn syrup in a2 warm bow|
Beat in the egg and stir the mixture
into the Howr Mirx H’iﬂ{'ﬂ‘rr o form
soft dough K nead until smooth. Roll
t he tﬂ-r.;ﬂh into 174 'inch thickness
and cut into people shapes with 2
cutler or a knife if you are brave
Add raisins or currants lor the eves,
moulth and buttons When thevy are
cooled you can add king for hair of
anﬂ'l"‘;ﬂ‘

Bake in 2 pre heated 375 dl'ﬂ!‘l"t‘ F
wen for 10 minutes or until pale
E-';d‘f‘ DTOw N Makes aDout 21 out

get the children 0 estimate how

many the recipe will make

Activity These are great for gifts
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with the storybook of The CGinger-

bread Man or Hansel and Cretel

Also they can be used as gift tags or
place markers at the C hristmas Din-
ner table

Gifts for a Small Budget

I Play dough and cookie cutters

2 Hair accessories. comb, gel
spray, shampoo and ribbons
1 Indoor’' ho plt(m. take an old

shower curtain and paint on 2
g r\p'ﬁ'l.lh.h ﬂid

{ Creen thumb Some seeds or
bulbs, a pot and earth are hours of
anticivated fun for weeks on end

3 ory tapes: ideal for a small
child The story can be read into a
tape by an older child. it yvou can
ernclose the ook 1IN a4 71 F’l'hlll hﬂﬂ ail
the Detler

6 A goody basket Finger paint,
some paper (or wax paper) and . a
plastic apron

7. Rainy day fun pack: a P kage of

hot chocolate, siippers and a story
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fimal shapes and some bubble .
bath, a flinnel and. plastic measyring
cu

9 The unbirthday package: bal-
joons, birthday hats, e cream Dars,

noise makers and 4 MuUSKK tape /
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Lottery proﬁts help hospltals

This is_how Lotteny funds are
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s Hamilton Civic Hospital, Hamalton
London Lasers Water Polo Club. London
Oshawa Little Theatre, Oshawa
Stratford Coliseum. Stratiord
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