Our Readers Write

New vision of

several Canadas

Dear Editor:

| have serious concerns regardin
the Spicer commission on nationa
unity which was recently established
by the Mulroney governmerit in

response to the failure of the Meech
Lake Accord.

I'm worried that, instead of seek-
ing innovative solutions for our con-
stitutional rmbllrms the Spicer com-
mission will merely mmm Pierre
Trudeau’s arcane, utopian Vision of
Canada, advocating a strong, central,
united coun‘ry in which the French
and the English will somehow leamn

to co- exist in bicultural harmony

This vision is not shared by the
majprity of Quebecois who perceive
it as a threat to their cultural
sovereignty, nor is it being shared by
a growing number of English-
Canadians who believe they've al-
ready made many compromises and
sacrifices to accommodate Quebec.

Yet,while such vision of Canada

may be debated, the Spicer commis-
sion should first ?ueumn the very
premise of national unity. Is national
unity a good thing? Shouid Canada
stay together? A good case can be
made against this country.

Canada was born an amhﬂ*

union. Confederation occurred in
1867, not because there was a thread
of unity and common purpose bind-
ing the colonies of Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Canada East (Quebec),
and Canada West (Ontario), but,
rather occurred due to various high-
level political and economic interests.

Canada East accepted Confedera-
tion only because it offered a federal
system of government in which is-
sues important to the French such as
language and culture would be
protected under provincial jurisdic-
tion. In other words, Canada East ac-

Confederation, not because it
wished to inteﬁrﬂt into the rest of
Canada, but only to protect and en-
hance it own soverei

Meanwhile, NCWI%(TIH and New
Brunswick had to be bribed and
capled into Canada, even though the
maprity of people in both colonies
were adamantly o to Con-
federation. British lumbia was
similarly bribed in 1871.

Canada was bomn a patch-work
quilt of different cultures and regions
which have since been unable to
properly integrate into a common,
. cultural union. We search for our na-
tional identity
it. It doesn’t exist'

The patches of this country are

held together by artificial threads,
sewn by weavers decades ago (many
of whom never foot on
Canada) who were more interested
in such things as expanded markets,
support costs for overseas colonies,
and American encroachment on
British domains.

Should we not at least consider the
option of creating four or five Can-
adas instead of one. If, for instance,
the four western provinces were to
merge Into a separate nation,
wouldn’t its citizens have a greater
sense of national identity, its
politicians (who would all be from
the west) better represent their con-
stituents, and its government have a
greater understanding of its nation’s
economic resources and tial?
Couldn’t the same case be made for
other regions of Canada?

This country’s size and diversity
make it too cumbersome to economi-
cally manage and too difficult to
politically and socially unite. Some
may argue, however (as did Cary
Lautens in the Nov. 4 issue of The
Toronto Star), Canada is still a great,
rrivilcgad country and shouldn’t be
rivolously torn apart. Yet, there is no
reason why we must do away with
all of the institutions, le, and
values which make this country
great. We can retain these assets and
still adopt a new rolmcal arrange-
ment to make ourselves even greater.

P.Ir Pacak

RR #4, Minon

A $60,000 debt
of gratitude to
Scotch Block W.I.

This letter to the Scoich Block
Women's Institute was filed with
The Champion for publication.

Dear Ladies of the Scotch Block
Ww.l:

On behalf of the other directors of
the Milton District Hospital Founda-
tion, | take great pleasure in u)nnzx
public thank you to each of you
ynurasm IE generous donation of

which was made po;:ﬁle
the sale of your meeting

were ho to be chosen for this
gift and haveiready put part of it to
good use. The addition of an arthye-
scope in the hospital’s operating
room is bringing state-of-the-art
relief to many patients.

Milton District Hospital Foundation
is indeed fortunate to have friends
like the Scotch Block Women's In-
stitute in our mmmumty Once again,

but are unable to find a heartfelt thank you to you all.

Anne D. thmy. President
Mikon Dist. Hospital Foundation
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Agncultural hall prepared for opening

Sept. 22, 1864 Milton Wesi- Preparat
htmg mm Ietad this week for the
Demonstration and ing of the new
Building tomorrow in the fair grounds. :

The building, uithubnen leted, I8 a prom
inmtobminnmtown Itis hcnftwnlaufromt!w

unlttunefoundalinn Its length is 80 feet,
hﬁdhuﬁm height 22 feet to the plates, 40 feet to
t

Thﬂts‘:l an abundance of light from the great num-
ber of windows which are of sufficient dimension to
light the gallery as well as the lower storey. There is

also a circular window set in an arch in front which
Iddl much to the a nce of the building.

The farmers of Halton will no doubt be on hand at
the Grand Agricultural Demonstration tomorrow
afternoon as it is supposed that it will be one of the
gaﬁ'u days that Milton has yet seen.

promises to be a t gathering of the
notables in lgncullum,, Col. mpson of the Provin-
cial Association, Professor Buckland of the Uni '
of Toronto, Col. Dennison, Treasurer of the Agricu
tural Association, Mr. Clarke, Editor of the “Canadian
Farmer”, Mr. Edwards, of the Board of Arts
and Manufacturers, ‘Dr. Beaty of Cobourg James
Beaty, Barrister of Toronto and others.

mission to the event will be 25 cents with music
and refreshments provided. The pu of the whole
affair is to raise funds to aid in liquidating the debt on
the Hall.

At the annual meeting of the County Agricultural
&gcielyinjanua a committee was a mtedhnhok
after “the fit a lace for the building
suitable Agricultural Hall for this Coun ] W
Bowes, James McCuffin, W.D. Lyon, WC, ty. J.
Harrison and Joseph Martin were named members of
the committee.

An appeal was made to the Milton Council and to
the Halton County Council for assistance in meeting

ibition

Moments
in History
with JIM DILLS

the desirable objective of iding a suitable place to
exhibit the ultural uce of the county.
W.C.Beaty explained to members of County Council
such a provision would show the importance of im-
proving agriculture.
Both Councils had considerable debate on their as-
sistance to the
After a petition from 80 residents Milton Council
called a public meeting in March to consider granting
funds for the purchase of lands by town or the
Agricultural Society. The meeting refused to endorse a
blic expenditure to purchase the lands for the
or give a grant toward their purchase. It did
agree to open a subscription list to raise funds for the
&:mc.:)r‘y Donations were collected to assist in the erec-
tion hibition buildings in the limits of Milton.
In June, however, after receiving a petition request-
ing a grlnt of $200 to the Agricultural , from
J‘q and 44 others, Milton Council did
ﬂlm $1 ward the building. That same month
County granted $300 despite an attempt from
m reduce the amount to $100.
The hased eight acres of land for $680
from Finlay Irgllmn (south side of Robert St.) in
June and took out a mortgage from Mr. McCallum for
$700.
Q Eighty-second in a series of facts, sometimes
sprinkled with imagination, to reflect Milton's past.
h assistance by Jack Chariton and Alex
Cooke. (Copyright Jim Dills 1990)
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We've Rolled Out the Red Carpet

And Rolled Back Our Prices!
We're 10 years in Ontario

155 Nipissing Road
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OPEN HOUSE & SALE
Fri., Nov. 23 - Mon., Nov. 26
10% of Proceeds 1o go

fa
15% oFF 1o Needy Milton

Everything In Stock ' Families (Seivation
s

And 7 years in Milton

We're crowning this Haircare Achievement
With a High-Style Cruise, Great Prizes

And Good Looking Specials!

* W’N one of 4 Bahamas Cruises

for Two on the Fabulous Fun Ship Fantasy
% WIN one of 5 Semi-Permanent Colour Treatments

* m~mﬁioﬂﬂmslw
Detalls at Salon

mnmunmmwummm
B Very trim prices
W Professional Stylists
# No appointments necessary
B Extended Hours
B Guaranteed Satisfaction

- Monday - Friday 9 - 8 PM_, Saturday 9 - S PM
0 Appomntment Necessary but Recommended for Perms & Colours
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MorNinG MaDness Sale :

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 24, 8 AM

taw
($7.00 for Seniors & Kids)
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