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‘Johnson makes it official —

Councillor Bill Johnson made it of-
fical Monday night, although it has
been common knowledge in area
political circles for some time — he’s
quitting politics

The flamboyant and outspoken
Halton regional and Milton council-
lor put his announcement on the
public record at town council’s
general committee meetin

Mr. Johnson said he mafr did so In
hopes of spariyng some interest

among people cohsidering running

(

Council
Briefs

tor office to replace him, and because
constituents had been asking him
whether or not rumours of his politi-
cal retirement were true

“I've had 12 happy and sometimes
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controversial years,” the Nas-
c..i aweya councior said. Asked
t he planned-on doing to occupy
hi5 time, Mr. Johnson replied, tongue
firmly in cheek; that he would “write
for The Chamypnon.”
Councillor Rick Day quipped that
Mr. Johnson “had a long and distin-

guished career and sometimes made

it miserable for the rest of us.”

Mr. Day added that he found it dif-
ficult to believe the determined rural
councillor plans to retire. “We'll

believe it at the close of nomin-
ations”. for the next term.

Hefty price

According to the old saying, “if
you haw to ask how much, you can’t
afford it.”

But Miltan councillors asked how
much Monday night anyway, only to
be told they will probably never be
able to iﬁnrd it.

The “it” in this case is all-around
good m)ads throughout the sprawl-
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lwﬂuam mile munici

wry year an ind e-nt con-
sultant uces a report on the state
of Milton's Toad¥ and haw much
money would be needed %o bring
them all up to par

This year, that consutant told town
councillors $80 million would do the
trick.

Unfortunately, the Town only has
about $1.5 million for the task, pubhc
works . director john Matthews
p(lmtud out :

Councillor Rick Day a J’p-tun-d bot h
astounded and angered by the fig-
ure, noting that such a requirement
“could never be met.”

Councillor Dgy questioned - the
methed of appraising road condi-
tions, suggesting a flaw in the
analysis somewhere in order to come
up with such a sum

ut Mr. Matthews stuck to his
guns, despite the fact Milton’s road
needs estimate has risen more than
115 per cent over last year

”I‘Eﬂudliy our consultant is telling
us our needs have Increased more
than the average municipality,” Mr
Matthews said. The average increase
has been 1n the order of “50 to 6l
per cent, he pointed out

Substantial cost increases are a big

art of the I"ﬁll, Mr Matthews noted
Eudd building costs have risen
recently from “$1 milhion a kilometre
to $3 milbon a kilometre

New road building costs are only
tactored 1into the t'qtmtmn onee every
five yvears and this was the vear, Mr
Matthews added

Sign of trouble

ut store will have
to do some more homework with
regard to their adverusing
betore Milton towi
d PProve plans eloected
cided Monday night
have
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