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Our Readers Write

Turner turns
chairman’s head

Dear Editor:
- Re: Open letter to Garth Turner

As you might imagine, | follow the
activities at n's Park and Parlia-
ment Hill with more than @ passing
interest, as decisions made at those
“levels of government have significant
impact on the level of government
that | have the pleasure to lead. As a
result, the impact Lltimately falls on
the beleaguered taxpayer from
whom we receive all our revenue in
one form or another

in an attempt to keep abreast of
these activities, | spend a lot of time
tracking through lr ¢ various media,
not least of which is your newspaper

Setting aside the political issues,
the conclusions of your columnists,
editorial writers and the various let-
ters to the editor {(most of which are
partisan), one observation seems
beyond contradiction

* that one of our elected repre
sentatives is leading the pack in al
lcast one particular area

You may like him or dt'-h]u him,
agree or disagree with him, but you
cant deny that he communicates
regularly — with columns, open let-
ters, and most importantly, frequent
public meetings. I'm sure he’s had
more public meetings scattered
throughout his riding in his time in
office than most of the other mem-
bers combined. | am referring, of
course, to Garth Turner, MP for Hal-
ton/ eel

I've had the opportunity to be in
attendance at several of these meet-
ings. Contrary to what some think,
he's shown me no evidence that he is
just an apologist for his government
Rather, he had often agreed with the
cnticism directed at his party and
bravely soldiers on seeking input
from all and carrying the message
back to his caucus and to Cabinet.

He appears somewhat battle
scarred and shellshocked at times
and most readers perceive the
frustration and cynicism that some-
times leaks through his columns

While some may think that this let-
ter itself makes me guilty of partisan-
ship, | do plead guilty to admiring
his pluck and determination to give
his constituents open forums to give
n-r}rh and get reports

n that n'pun card alone he gets
an A+ from me and I'm sure"most of
his constituents

R. Frank Bean

Regional Chairman and
Chiel Executive Officer
Regilonal Municipality of Peel

Seniors matter
more than parks

Dear Editon:

My mother is a resident at Halton
Centennial Manor in Milton. Al
though the facility is not as “posh”
as some of the more recently built
homes, the nursing staff is outstand
ing. During my mother’s three years
as a resident, she has been treated
with p‘nu'm 0, gund care and
KUnuine love

| am concernaed to see that of late,
the facility is seriously under-statfod
and the morale of the staff is ex-
tremely low. The nursing staff is
overworked and unable to adequate
ly meet the constant needs of the
eiderly in their care. People are in
creasingly unwilling to do this often
unpleasant b for the relatively poor
wagoes offered

| have heard that outside workers

have been offered 6.7 per cent in-
crease in their new contracts, office
workers 6 per cent and the nursing
staff only 23 per cent increase in
wages. This is a disgrace.

e work of the nursing staff in a
home for-the aged is often very dif-
ficult and very L-i ssing.-Many old
Fuph: are not ab “‘:rmk Oor care

r their most basic n Many are
mentally and emotionally incapable
of normal behaviour.. It takes a
“saint” to do this job well

When we offer the nursing staff
such relatively poor wage increascs,
are we really saying that plants and
grass and roads come before eur
aged? Outside workers need a
decent wage but our nurses do, too.

We will all be old one day. Let’s be
sure our aged are treated at least as
well as our parks

Grace Halasz
Don Mills, Ont.

What price for |
children’s safety?

Dear Editor:

On Oxt. 25, the Halton Board of
Education had an opportunity jo
vote to review their existing trans-
portation puhw This pullﬂr was last
reviewed in 1985 and prior to that, in

1979. It was deeply disappointing to
sce the board vote irresponsibly to
defer this sorely needed review yet
another year — a case of voting first
and asking questions later

' The present transportation policy

ises questions around the satety of
very young children, and the real in-
conveniences put upon high school
age children. The Halton board’s
transportation policy expects child
ren in Kindergarten to Grade 2 to
walk up to 1.6 km to school; children
in Grade 3-8 to walk up to 3.2 km to
school: and high school students to
walk up to 4.8 km to school. It is only
when they live beyond these distan-
ces that they can expect to be bused

A meeting of more than 180 Llen
Abbey parents held last June brought
out the fact quite clearly that all of
these parents felt that these distances
were  unacceptable for Halton's
younger children. The Glen Abbey
Residents” Association of more than
1,76) members supported the con-
cerns of these parents and along with
them urged the board to vote for a
review U?IH transportation policy

No matter how safe a route might
appear to be, to expect a four- or
five-year-old in Kindergarten to walk
1.6 km (1 mile) or a seven- or eight-
vearold in Grade J to walk 3.2
miles) is seen as inappropriate and as
exposing children to situations
where poor decisions on their part
could put their safety in popardy

in spite of !u&‘lﬁlﬂ from some of
our local Oakville trustees to review
the policy, the maprity of the Board
took the stance that a reView would
lead to an unwanted and politically-
feared increase in board expendi-
tunres

It will be dark day in Halton if this
board decides to save money at the
expense of some CGrade 3 child's
safety. A look at the Halton Separate
School Board and the Peel Board of
Education’s transportation policies
show they have addressed these con
cerns and put children's salety first
For rump[r_ in Peed no child below
Grade 9 has to walk more than (o
mile) to sc hool

Drue Marriott, Chak, Parents
Concerned About Busing
Brian W. Bell, Director, Glen
Abbey Residents’ Associlation
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* Airport Service
* Sports Events
* Night on the Town
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[.imousine Service

J Super Stretch and Formal Limousines

* Weddings
* Concerts /Theatre
* Corporate accounts welcome

"A special service for a

878-3351
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¢ Sight-seeing Tours
* Business Trips

;ﬂlf occasion”

Complete alteratzons made in court room

Thurs. Sept. 22, 1864, Milton West - Those who at-
tended the last Quarter Sessions, would notice the great
changes made in the interior of the Court Room

The County Court House, completed in 1855 whep
Halton and Wentworth separated, has been largely un-
changed in its first nine years.

In the Court Room, however, County Council last
March, saw the need for changes and its commitiee on
Jail and Court House examined the County Buildings
and found “that the present arrangement of tables and
seats in the Court m is cumbersome and incon-
venient; that the windows in the Court Room and jury
Room require considerable repair and the prisoners
Dock removed to a more convenient place”. County
Council accepted the recommendation and directed that
a proper person be appointed to superintend the altera-
tions under the direction of the committee members, Wil-
liam Clay, Esquesing, James McGuffin, Milton, and War-
den Robert Miller, Nelson

The clumsy reporters’ desks, which formerly took up
so0 much space, have been replaced by commaodious
forms, with sloping backs. It was hard to imagine what
the original intention was in placing a table before
everyone in court, unless it was designed for lawyers
and reporters. By the new arrangements 2(0 persons
more can be accommodated with seats, whereas by the
former absurd division only 36 could sit at the tables

The bar, instead of being so far off from the court that
the prisoner could scarcely hear what was said, or com-
municate with the counsel, except with great incon-
venience, has been placed close to their lawyers’ table. A
prisoner can now have that consideration and fair play
which British law contemplates giving him

A gallery has been made so the space below 18 so much
gained. There is now a central aisle leading to the grand
jury room, which has been provided with a ventilator
(heat), and a space in front has been prepared as a room
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Moments
in History
with JIM DILLS

for witnesses.

Jt's good to see signs of ﬁr: ress and the willingness to
adapt to the times, which t ve noted changes reflect

We are amid times of gmt change and those changes -
are not only seen locally, as reflected by the above noted
changes, but in our senior government as well

The “Great Coalition” government, formed following
the defeat of the Tache-Macdonald government on a vote
of censurg in June, is lading the talk of a British North ~
American confederation. It is hardly a figure of speech to
say that Parliament and the country were electrified at
hearing the announcement that (}nrgr Brown,and john
A. Macdonald had agreed to sit side by side in the same
Cabinet in that coalition

Macdonald and Cartier have outlined the arguments in
favour of a British North America confederation, while
the Maritime provinces have been discussing a Maritime
Union

The Mantime and Canadian delegates met at the Char-
lottetown Conference and later at Province House, Halifax
on Sept. 12 and they have now ‘Fnﬂj to meet at Quebex
Oct. 12 to work out the hinal details of Confederation

MPP John White is representing Halton in this parlia
ment during its sessions at Quebec

J Eightieth in a series of facts, sometimes sprinkled
with imagination to reflect Milton'’s past. Research as
sistance by Jack Chariton and Alex Cooke

(Copyright Jim Drils 1990)

1991 Honda Civic

suspension, 82 HP, 16-valve SOHC engime.
Carpeting and much more

“Our 36 month lease makes it

i low moothh payment of jusl

credit. We can process your kease,

oul %0 mmutes 44 and 60 moath leases are
madlable and of course. will make your payments
even ower

Just $1000. down, phas 2 5250 secunity deposit.
tax, and Ncemse. See your local dealer for freaght
and Pre- Inspec tion charges. Closed end
lease inchudes 72000 km. Excess mileage ¢ harged
o 10¢ per. km. unbess the vehicle &5 purc hased

[el

Milton Honda

V1O Steeles Ave
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