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Province gives more money
to renovate Milton’s Manor

By NORMAN NELSON

The last roadblock has been
removed in planning for the
redevelopment of Halton Centennial
Manor in Milton

Halton regional council, back in
February, a E;ann'od a plan to replace
the agin O-bed building with a
rnn-durn 00-bed facility, but it was
not until this week that it learned the
Province has decided to support the
full propect, kicking in half of the ex-
pected $21-million price tag

Previously, the I'E(:mnw had sup-
ported a rh&u\d in approach, ap-
proving only an initial 1) beds

Halton Rogmn social services com-
missioner Bonnie Ewart said that if
the Province had stuck with that line,
the Region would have had to
downsize the project accordingly

“This is fantastic news ”

The Region’s consultants had
ﬂiﬁmmt‘n‘gtﬂ against phasing,
winch they said is costlier in the long
run and more disruptive to patients

The new manor is expected tb open
in mid-1992

Consultants are working on
detailed architectural drawings with
a tender call ex E\\.tt‘d by next spring

The new facility is smaller for two

reasons, Ms Ewart e xplained

First, provincial policy clearly
demands the “scaling down of the
size of homes for the aged .”

Huge monolithic institutions of the
East have given way to smaller, more

ome-like facilities, she explained

Second, she said n.'gml'ui council
opted for a more “equitable distn-
bution” of senjors’ homes through-
out Halton rather than the current

tially fund (576 million) decent-
ralization of the remaining beds

Consultants are also working on a
proposal outlining appropriatesuses
tor the rest of the 20-acre Milton lot
(the new manor will be housed on a
five-acre lot)

Among the suggestions is that the
Martin House be converted to about
6l) senior citizens homes, and’ that
parts of Pettit House -— including the
administration area, the chapel and
the auditorium — be retained and
rrl‘ldr available for community uses

Clash at Region meeting

« from TEMPERS on page 1

with all the fixed costs — such as
heat and t{‘lt‘pfmnﬁ — he doubted
whether such a move could actually
save the required money

“How would the Region like it if
they had to shave $10 million off
their budget in the next eight
weeks?”” he asked bitterly in an inter-
view after the meeting

The issue surfaced during the bud-
get deliberations earber this year
when the Region held back $141,000
of its $1.9 million funding to the
HRCA, saving it was the Province
and not the Region — that owed the
money

The Region accuses the Provine «
underfunding the HRCA to the t1
of about 6.5 per cent

At Wednesday's council meeting
the i1ssue quickly boiled down to
whether fighting the Province was
worth stepping on HRCA's shoes

In the end, in the words of Qakwville
Mavor Ann Mulvale, council decided
to “take a stand

“It's not that the
$141,000) is sitting in an account
somewhere,” she said. “We said no
to the Province ¢« and we have to
show that we're serious about saving

money  (the

right to that money.”

It would be a shame, he said, if the
conservation authority and the
Region endad up wasting taxpayers
moncy resolving the i1ssue 1n court

Qakville councillor Kevin Flynr
agreed, saving it ‘a court battl
dt'\'t'h*\ﬁ, “the $S140.000
ke peanuts

A ftrustrated

M
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Murray Stepher
meanwhile, was left shaking his
head outside the council chamber
having fared no better than he did at
a planning .]T‘Id public works com
mitte moecting thé previous woeek
it's a debt Hh‘:ﬂg from the Ha--,.;--“
of Halton to the conservatior
authority,” he toid reporters
e lambasted
sentatives such as Burlington mavor
Rolyv. Bird, Tony Whitworth (Bur
(U kvl
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The HH A budget. he said., 1s
determined by the 19-member board

Nt O 1 nal cou ""Iu“-‘-r'k

“This is ottloading from the Regio
on tO the conservation authority

lronically the HRCA 1s in comp ot
sympathy, with the Kegion's posit

At the mmittee mocting

week, Mr. Stephen said the 12 cor
scrvation Juf"ﬂfif.h""- in the Toront
arca are being underfunded by about
SO million bocause of the Proving

But while Mr Hh,*pf*-‘f‘! would liks
to reverse that trend, he doesn't want
to be part of a regional experiment
ﬂl'drl\j\h”ﬁ ard seving whether Hal
ton can
down

‘enough is enough’

“Weredrawing the line

On the losing end of the debate
Burlington councilior Ralph Schol
tens, who also sits on the HRCA
board, pleaded for the authonty not
7 be used in a battle that is strictly be
tween the Rt'gmr‘ and the I‘nnmw

“The bottom line i1s that the conser-
vation authority does have a legal

centralized a yproach in Milton

A smaller |}.h'lllﬁ', with between N
and 100 beds, is expected to come
onstream in Burlington between
1993-95, followed by a third projct
in Oakwville .

Regional council has set aside $28
million gver the next six years to
com ""lt'“.!"r' ftund (521.1 million) the
200-bed manor in Milton and to par-
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