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The National Institute for Astomative
Service Exceflence (ASE). a non-profu
orgamization which admmmsters natonal
certification tests 10 automotive techm
cians, offers the following tips to help
you get ready for winter driving. Some
are a cinch; others require the skilled
hands of asprofessional auto technc ian

|. Getting started AN drivers, even
those who never turn a wrench, shouid
start by reading the owner s« manual
and becoming familiar with the basic
vehicular systems Motorists will be
happely surprised 1o learn that the man
ufacturer has provided numerous use
ful tips on driving, safety, and mainte
nance. The recommended service sched
ules should be followed

2 General cleaming/ maintenance
Autumn 15 the perfect time o apply a
rmlttlut coatl of wax or polish
nspect all hghts and replace burned
out bulbs. Replace worn wiper blades

summer 3 dust and msects are lough
on them —and make certain you have
plenty of washer fMuid to fight road
saltx and grime Carry emergency gear
such as gloves, boots. blankets, flares
a flashhight, eic

3. Battery The battery 15 called on to
work very hard in cold weather thard
starts in the mornmgs, increased use of
headhghts and the heater blower, sic )
but as lemperatures drop so does the
cranking power of most batleries
Battery failure 15 a typical cold-weath
er problem. The only accurate way lo
detect a weak battery 1s with the pro
{essional equipment avairlable at good
repair shops. Most people. though. can
perform routine care Scrape away cor
rosion [rom pests and cable connec
tons, clean all surfaces, re-tighten all

ACHILLES IS GOING ALL OUT TO HAVE ANOTHER
RECORD BREAKING YEAR. MAZDA HAS GIVEN US THE EDGE

comnections. Wear eye protection and
rubber gloves (o avord comtact with the
corrosive deposits and acd

4 Engine ool The il change is one
of the most vital mamntenance lasks, yet
i 15 one of the most neglected The ol
and filter should he changed a< spec)
fied in your owner s manual - more
often (every Y.0IX) miles), f vou do a
ot of stop and-go dnving, carry heavy
oads, or drive long distances

5. Cooling system To help prevent

radhator freeze ups and/or overheating,
the conling system should be completely
flushed and refilled about every 24
months. The level. condition, and con
centration of the coolant should be
checked penodically Never remove the
radhator cap until the engine has cooled
down A SO/SO mux of anty freeze and
waler 15 usually recommended. The
nghtness and condimion of drive belts,
clamps, and hoses should be checked
by a pro

h Eneine performan r \
noticed engine driveatmlity problems
-;m'h as ruu!h It'lhng hjrrl ‘-'|,-ll"|"-i.
stalhing, and dimimished power during
the summer. by all means get them cor
rected now before harsh weather sets
m. The air, fuel. and PCV filters should
be replaced according to the manufac
turers  recommendations

1. Heater/defroster For your com
fort and safety, the heater and defroster
should be m good working condition

” LERLT

Io prevent potentially deadly fumes’

from entering vour vehicle, have your
exhaust system examned for l€aks and
the underbody (and trunk) inspected
for small holes«

8 lires Balding tires are a safery
hazard and of hittle yse in snow and
slush IIH"E"L showu ld h!,‘ rotated about
every S O myles. The air pressure
should be checked once 2 month: let
the tires first. (heck the
sidewalls for nicks and cuts. Exammne

LN 1-i -.jq e in

twes for tread hife. uneven wearmg. and
cupmng

9 Brakes Regular mamnienance will
exiend the hile of yvour hrakes and will
prevent more costly repairs due 1o
neglect. Brakes should be nspected as
recommiended by your manual. or soon-
er if you notice pulsations, grabbing.
notses, of longer stopping distances

1 () Frﬂlﬁﬂf _[ulunl' AMr0 service A
repair shop 18 only as good as the tech
mcians who work there An mcreasing
ly popular way to pudge the technical
know-how of mdividual techmicrans s
to ook for certificatvon. The Natwonal
Iinstitute for Augtomotive Service
Excellence (ASE) conducts the on/
national, industry wide competency
testing program lor working techm
cians. ASE -certified techmicians wear
blue and white shoulder insigma and
carry pocket credentials listing ther
weas of technfeal expertise (electrical
Systems, engine performance, el
while ther employers olten display the
ASE suign on the prermises There are -
about 250 00D ASE techmcians through
out the nation o every tvpe of reparr
facility
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John's Mobile Truck
& Car Service

(416) 8B78-4765

John Hasselfeldt

400 MOROBEL DRIVE, UNIT 1
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