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Who polices the police budget? Not Halton’s elected offi-
£ cals, al gh one must give credit for :
The Halton Regional Police Force has llSE
t bu Nkefoflwi,bndamﬂ‘ good times but
“w ourrent frosty economic climate, regional coun-
cill And so councillors have struck a committee |

which.theyhopc.wﬂlmgestmysfuthccopsw
OOsts.

mmd Suggest is the operative word,
can do little else.

* The Halton police commission, a small body made u of
two nﬁlml councillors and four ‘Tpolnted members I
the public, is really the only remotely political p which
has consistent input on area police gperations. once the
police budget has been .presented to regional council for
rubber stamping, whatever objections the local commission
had have been ironed out behind closed doors.
The true authority over police budgets rests with the On-
~ tario Police Commission, if ﬁvush comes to political shove.
The commission has the final say in police budgets formu- JEsE" -
lated across the province. It can overrule the objections of By . "
an;hmunicipnl politicians. .
is is somewhat archaic. Why should the police force, or
any agency for that matter, operate under a different set of
rules than the rest of the regionally administered services?
Even the boards of education, while not under the control of
re?ioml councillors, dre subject to the supervision of elected
officials — school board trustees.
In any organization not controlled by market forces, by
competition, there is a tendency to demand more in order to
rise to perceived challenges. Police management staff want
more personnel. Regional bureaucrats want more money for
more rams. The bureaucrats justify such measures, ob-
jectively in their own minds an_ﬁ:way, by saying they are §
responding to public demand. The police brass raise the 4 &7 AL T
spectre of increased crime if they don’t get what they want. , L o |
We must stress that almost everyone who gets caught in 5= - Lo ot Al S

such a trap is behaving in a manner which they view as Bask s Outeser, 1 kids #Blic In what must be the worid's largest sandbox. Siuated in the
reasonable and honest — we aren’t questioning their mo- mmmol ’::’u . n::m“' project QMWMIr p..».,-,” -:uommmm ::ww ‘erllﬂv g
tives. Indeed, we're saying it's human nature to do as they ' '

a ~ | ;‘he pndsmblem is, few checks antl:lsbalances e?;stdatp P B ‘ e Ty
curb such dema unless elected officials have a ma
curb Sach dem » Pages of the Past
‘Tnfy ve subsantial confidence in the police rtm%s — - e
" ability to communicate its funding priofities to ed offi-
cials. We also have a great deal of faith in the department’s One Year AQO
ability to communicate its displeasure with the same elected From the October 4, 1989 issue
officials — publicly. . | . @ The possibility of a strike loomed large at Maple-
espeuallunh chief James Harding at the hurst Correctional Centre. The labour issues included a
, the police force shown itself to be commendably d"’"l g
self assured in the face of political criticism. Chief Harding
regional councillor an “unlearned politician
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