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A chilling story

Today’s issue features a front page story with shocking
implications — it is the story of an ind which alle¥edly

maintenance budgets and poor employee
training. It is the story of an industry in which performance
pressure su es safety considerations.
It is the story Don Wood tells of truck driving as it applies
;rven pit mining, one of the unfortunate mainstays

ilton.

Our community shoulders more than its per capita bur-
den for so-called aggregate production. A ate is the
gravel produced when big rocks are blown into little rocks
on and about the Niagara rpment. A te, so named
because cementing agents ‘aggregate’ around the gravel in
concrete, is the lifeblood of Ontario’s heavy construction in-
dustry.

Th?problem 1s, according
who haul the gravel — the a
so with scant rd to safety, their own or the

What makes
1s an advocate for the

Granted, he acts in
for higher a
as a whole and calls for increased regulation.

Mr. Wood painted a picture of drivers who too often are
dead tired, struggling to shunt too many loads per day out
of quarries in order to pay their bills. H® said trucks are
often not up to tolerable safety standards for the task at
hand.

He charged that many of the accidents involving such
trucks are the result of improper maintenance and a lack of
driver training.

He said the responsible, safety conscious drivers whose
interests he represents are being driven from the business
by price slashing competitors who are apparently willing to

le corner to shave costs.

to
in

to Mr. Wood, that the drivers
ate — are too often doing
public’s.

vel trucking industry.
Is constituency’s interest by pushing

gra nsportation expenses.
Indeed, he hinted, we all support it by demanding the
lpwest possible prices for our roads, our bridges, our build-

ings.

Emtwhat ironically, Milton council, although appearing
genuinely concerned about safety standards in an industry
which pervades the municipality, is a big buyer of ag-
gregate. And no doubt at the lowest possible cost, due to
taxpayer pressure.

In a nutshell, according to an insider, the industry has
degenerated to an unsafe level because too many people are
competing for too few hauling jobs and they Kave driven
prices down to an unrealistic level. The result is more
danger to the public, who too often must share the roads
with substandard trucks ahd drivers, believes Mr. Wood.

In any ind , when too many compete for too little
work, eventually the lmrkerﬁlace adjusts. And here too
operators will in time fall by the wayside and seek out bet-
ter ways to make a living,

A question though: Can we wait for that to happen? Can
we wait for the ma ce to fix itself when we are talking
about potentially unreliable 50-tonne machines manned by
drivers with questionable qualifications?

We don’t think so. It’s time for the provincial
to act, or at least actively consider, the cha Mr. Wood
proposes to make our roads safer. It's one of the few instan-
ces, in the opinion of this per, in which more
government intervention is better. At least at this stage.

government
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Looking back

life §

r. Wood'’s claims doubly chilling is that he

te prices. But he also slams the industry |
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One Year Ago

From the September 27, 1989 issue

< Despite a rainy Friday night and a cold Saturday,
about 20,000 made it o the Milton Fall Fair.
Ontario’s Licutenant Covernor Lincoln Alexander was
dodging raindrops when he o the 136th
annual event. Saturday t in the second best gate
receipts on record and Sunday’s crowd wu.nhuw

average.
UAHMO‘MMHMIW{IMW
bances in their water supply and brought their concerns
to Milton council. The y owners live on HiPhwl
A5 north of Cam which them in Hal-
ton Hills. Milton council elected to the matter o
Halton Hills but kept records on the prablem. A petition
signed by the residents mentioned dry wells and ex-
trerrwlm‘{v low water levels and
caused by
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From the September 30, 1970 issue
The inclal government’s order closing

lndpzlhng the Nu.ﬂn' Escarpment until they met
new rehabilitation regulations hit several companies in
Halton. The companies closed had either not made ap-
plication for a permit or their application had only been
received in the last 36 hours. All companies involved in
pit and quarry operations in the 40 ownships straddling
the Niagara rpment were given 90 days to obtain a
permit under the terms of a new act 0 preserve the es-

¢

a Nassagaweya Council restricted the number of non-
resident hunting licenses o 200. Members also a
bylaw requiring hunters o obtain written o
hunt on propertics. The bylaw prohibited the disc
of all guns in the township except at rod and gun ¢l
Or on private p where written of the

- owners had boen obtained.

J Development proposals if would
an additional -~ of 19 hmm

Councll projected. The rmepon




