Think ahead if you’re planning'major renovations

Does Your home need a facelift? If so,
you'll probably want to hire a contractor to
do the renovation work. But before you sign
on the dotted line of any contract, there are
several things you should know. -

When planning any type of renovation, it’s
essential to have a clear idea of what you
want to do and how much money you want

to spend. ()luyouputyouru:lumn paper,
you cah start to get your project underway.

Depending on the nature of the work you
want done, you may also want to consult an

architect to help you develop formal plans,
Additional consultants may also have to be
approached for technical assistance.

If you have a good working knowledge of
house construction and have a lot of time to
devote to your renovation project, you may
want to act as your own contractor and sub-
contract the various tasks involved to

ified professionals. This requires a great
eal of organizational skill, but you can save
money.

If you have neither the time nor the talent
to do this, you'll have to hire a professional.

Contractors usually have a crew of in-
dividuals to do the basic renovation work,
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while specialized tasks like wiring and
plumbmgd:'! subcontracted to professionals
in those

Do Your Homework: Once you're ready to
shop around for a contractor, take the
time to do a little homework before making
a decision about who you're going to hire.
Ask your architect for nameés of suitable
people. .

Talk to' friends and relatives about renova-
tion work they've had done. If they are
pleased with the outcome, the names of
the contractors they used. You can also con-

tact your local home builders’ association to
get names of renovation contractors.

Then contact these firms and get their
business licence numbers. Also make sure
they carry up-to-date public liability and
pmpu-ty Insurance.

also want to phone the Better
Bustnﬂl u in your area to see if any
complaints have been filed against any of
the contractors on your list. If at all possible,
view the sites of other projects and get refer-
ences from satisfied clients.

Once you've confirmed the status of these
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+ It should also include a list of any

cost estimates for
the same infor-

firms, pick three to
your project. Give all
mation about your project so they can give
you accurate ou should also in-
clude any special considerations in the infor-
mation you supply to the bidders, such as
time constraints, cleaning provisions, and so
on. :

Your decision shouldn’t rest solely on the
lowest bid; in some cases, an exceptionally
low bid can mean the costs haven’t been
properly estimated. Consider all the quotes
carefully before making your decision. You
should also get references for these contrac-
tors and check them.

it's important to trust the person you
select.

The Contract: Once you have chosen a
contractor, you'll have to sign a contract.

This document should include all per-
tinent information, including a detailed ac-
count of the work to be done — including
any subcontracting work, and any warran-
ties.
its
which are required and an outline of who is
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THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG!

80 ittle space Here @ a brel
10 acres with about 1000 apple rees, Wrge
slegant home with fabulous Barzott kichen, built-in
apphances, sifting aea & stove The finished lower
evel has a games room, gant rec. mom with 2nd
freplace, office & bathvoom. This property offers so
many options with its 3 barme, stable, paddock & hall-
mwle track. For full detale call Jean $750 000

$200 000
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THE POWER OF A DOLLAR
Just got stronger! Look at the value thee spacious
home has a large eat-in kilchen with ocak cupboarde
family room with fireplace & walk-out 1o prvale yard
with deck and sntertanment area, & den or 4th barm
hobby om and additoral cold cellr The central ar
and central vacuum add a great bonus Call Jean
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CAROL

Nestied in it own hall-acre. secluded but not
wolated the charming Tudor style apit -level home

is only minutes from 401 at Trafaigar, but far
enapgh away for you to hear the birdeong
Features family room wath fireplace, central ar
Cornvernent for Miton and Georgetown
services Pnced mduced 1o 5264 000 Cal Audrey

for your personal veewing

AUDREY & KEN
NEWELL

Associate Brokers

Serving Milton & District
Since 1974 and for

many years to come.

lends iteell 10 use &8 A leen or granny area
Fealures centiral ar, fireplace. aw-cleaner, large
kiichan with oak cabnetry Very ressonabls prced
at $200 500 See t with Audrey

COUNTRY BUILDING LOTS
Theme's otll ime 1o bulid before Jan st

125 1 x 183 A (0.54 scres) Deautiuly treed with

EXCLUSIVE COURT LOCATION
Super Ostached wo-storey 3-4 bedroom
home on 80 t x 110 . landecaped ot
with 30 A x 16 Rt dney shaped inground
pool. This home has everything famiy
room with fweplace, spacious rec room
with frepiace, cantral av and vac oic A
beautifully clean home you muet see
$279 900 Calt Aucrwy

¢

EXECUTIVE

mom Al n
reutral earth

GO Tran

BUILT TO LAST

1 5+ bdrms
very private. $795,000

Cool with centribar, spacious iving room and
dinng room, tig master bedroom, finshed rec

condibon and decormted n
No multi-level starways 10 tre
you out. Garage Larges and private fenced back
yard $140 500 See t with Audrey

Brooks.

Al brick oversze bungalow bult when a 2 ¥ 4 wae
just hat, ona B0t x 120 A bt Three main foor
becdroome, hardwood floors Hasement! » frsehed
with mc  mom, den and studybedroom The very
private back yard sporte & floodit 16 R x 32 N
inground pool plus a large conorete patio with

with Aucirey

sunyoo! A great nvestment at $186 900 Towr nt

1.4 ACRES
in the vely vilage of Moffat Mn!m“af

prestigious country homes. This lot slopes up from
the road snabling you to build on a knoll

$150.900. Owner may hold advantageous
mongage Call Audrey

Ask for AUDREY OR KEN
878-5339 on 878-2365 :
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for obtaining
(Homeowners uhmldcheckvhh
before the geuunda'mywmke
sure there will be no

Renovation contracts should also include
the overall cost of the work to be done and

any payment terms, as well as the beginning
and finishing dates of the project.

Keepmnﬂndthattheumboundmbe
some minpr modifications made to the :
project as .it Any amendments
should be dncumud both the
homeowner and the contractor, so all costs
can be accounted for. -

You should also pay attention to the terms -'"

of payment before signing a contract. Some @
contracting firms require a deposit; other

may not. Interim raymcnts may apply to
bigger jobs, but only after certain phases of
work have been dm.

O This article is provided by local real.
tors and the Ontario Real Estate Associa-

tion (OREA) for the benefit of consumers in
the real estate marhket.
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Associate Broker
878-2365

firshed rec. om, located ogf large ot i
part of town Pmsi,‘ﬂd-@ Cal Paul

CAMPBELLVILLE ESTATE
. 3 fireplaces, 4 baths,

VILLAGE SETTING
Overiooks pond. Solid older brick
home, 3 barms., large kitchen, family

room, sep. vng & ainng rooms. Al
reasonable offers considered. Listed

at $249.000. Call Carol or Alan

28.4 ACRES
Make Your Offerl Hobby farm, stone

house, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, good
mmmumm
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878-2365
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Bus. B78-2365
Res. 8750067

Tor.

826-1030

TOWN &
COUNTRY
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118 LAURIER
Large comer lot, 4 barms.,
fam. room, large kitchen

frepiace

VENDOR RETIRING

Park like setting, enormous Dack
yard, sidespit, 3+ bedrooms, eal-in
kitchen, hardwood floors, 2 baths
Reduced $210,000. Call Carol or

Alan Brooks

GUELPH LINE
Property sulled for many uses
excelent stone house fully restored

many good outbulidings. Call Carc
or Alan Brooks.
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