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INever refuse an offer

By JAMIE JOHNSTON
The presentation of an offer to
purchase your home is certainly
a mapr event. it’s also probably
the most sensitive phase in the

selling process.

ings are
ty high. Unfortunately, if a2 low
offer is presented some home-
owners react too strongly and
flatly refuse it. You could be the
big loser if you react this way.

The most important thing to
keep in mind when you receive
an offer is that it has opened
negotiationts. Often, prospective
buyers don't really ex their
first offer to be acc

Try to put aside your emotion-
al attachment to your house and
all the work that went into it
and don’t take it personally

Instead, look at the positive

side of recerving an offer, even a
low one. You've made contact
with a prospective buver who is
ready to purchase. Also, bear in
mind the buyer prefers your
property over any other in your

To keep the negotiations

Ing, you should counter-offer.
ou can even do this by sending
the offer back with exactly the
same terms as your published
listing. All offers must be
presented, s0 that gives the
salesperson at least one more
opportunity to sit down with
the prospective buyers and
promote your property

Even if there’s some room to
move in your price, dont “give
away the farm” on your first
counter offer (the “sign-back™)
Your first 51gn~bathihouhi be
fairly modest to start with. That
way, you still have room “to
move if negotiations continue
Another important point to

h.eeE in mind during the sign-
bac

process is that all aspects of

an offer have value. Even if you
cant move far from your list
price, you may be able to offer
concessions in other areas such
as the features included (fix-
tures, appliances, drapenes, etc.)
or the closing date.

The important thing to
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remember is t0 keep the lines of
communication open.

price range. Dont “close the
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W.J. McCiudden Real Estate Inc.

390 Main Street East, Milton & MILTON MALL KIOSK
(416) 876-1133 or Tor Line 845-888¢

24 Hour Answernng Service
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