-

high school in Mississauga, she was
on the track team as a . She
competed on a provi level, and
had the potential to compete on an
international level when the com-
bination of a knee injury and her
5'0'::? role within her family

erailed her dream and forced her to
make some hard decisions about her
future.
_ After graduating from Milton Dis-
thict Hi hool in 1978, where her
family moved years earlier, she
entered the University of Guelph and
began work on an Honours degree in
Human Kinetics. A doctor suggested
that she take up swimming to
inshape, but lgm missed the chal-
lenge and discipline of her running
days.

‘I had always been inspired by

Marilyn Bell, and the whole idea of

rathon swimming,”

e approached Alan Fair-

, Aquatics Su at the

Univetsity of Cuelph, he was less

than floored by her plans to someday

swim Lake Ontario, but he agreed to
coach her.

wimming for charlly

Her first fundraising swim was
from Niagara-on-the-Lake to Marilyn
Bell Park in August of 1985, a dis-
tance of 579 kms which she com-
deted in 18 hours and 34 minutes.
is was followed in July of 1986 by

a crossing of Lac St. Jean in Quebec; a

she says.

« professional race, as one of six
% Countries

. She com

the 32 km in 16:43:10. Her
next mapr fundraising swim was
from Barrie to Orillia, a distance of
483 kms, which she completed in
171400 in July of 1987. This cressing
was the subject of a video titled “Into
The Dawn” an allusion to both the
tact that she was ra funds for the
mentally Challenged, and also to the
fact that a marathon swimmer

g was
set for September 7th, and the lions
share of corporate sponsorship came
from MacDonalds of . She

raise $100 for

Cucipht 1o Her

Guelph's two .

mruimph .mw::mm

the Arthritis Society of Ontario and

$27.000 for the former Ontario and

Guelph and District Association for

the Retarded :

Shortly before she was slated o
Channel,

that she had collided with a shark,

which was fortunate for her. “My .
first thought was, did | hit Cord?
(her pacer-swimmer) | think he wor-
ried about sharks,” she laughs. “It
was only later | heard that a number
of seals were off the coast of
France. It's bly just as well that
| didn’t know. This way | didn't have
to worry about whether or not seals
were dangerous.”

Unknown drive

The rules of a Channel-Cross stipu-
late that if the swimmer touches the
side of a lifeboat, or the -Swim-
mer, she is instantly disqualified.
Kim was fed once every hour by her
support crew, who pushed out a
small raft, attached to two 8 foot
poles, with hot or cold liquid supple-
ments, like Ensure, Catorade, or
Coke.

“It was like | had a little tray,” she
says. “You become very dehydrated
in the water, in addition to losing
body heat. You're not aware of being
thirsty, because the water is so cold.
But you are. “The swim was com-
pleted in 16 hours and thirty three
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What drives hﬂ?ﬂ\eiﬁl‘;t sure,
reference to

ster, aren’t there? As many as there_
are ways to . The work | do
hﬂtiﬂthttﬁdﬂﬂuwl is a
form of ministry, o me. Rnung
Amoney for the causes I've swam for,

forms of ministry. Whatever direc-
tion my life will take, | need to chal-

h‘Sﬁm g

mits that she is unsure about
whether or not she will continue on . WEPRERg her e,
the marathon swim circuit. At 30, she God wants me to .
has already swam some of the most
cha bodies of water in the
world, and she did it, partly, because
it was there. It may not have been the
Olympics, but dreams don’t die for
Kim mhun They just change.
Like she herself changes.
"'lnuynmdmdomhjngllit-
tie different for awhile,” she says
quietly. “1 need some time to listemto she say¥ in a clear
myself and find out what direction “Aren’t there?”

includes swimming,

ges.
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ke 1o have X-ray vision?
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