Okay Gary, quit raining on my pirlde!
Toronto Star columnist Gary Lautens wrote in
Wadnnday’l Epu about a family trip to

He threw in a few
gntu:tnus rmurh about being intimate with
the place and even gave directions.

Then. he blithered on about some lazy
2 farmer’s trust in the human race all because he

left his corn stand untended for a couple of

minutes.
I’'ve got a few problems with this stuff Gary.

First, the farmer in question didn’t expect big
city Toronto folk to wander over the horizon. If
he had, the price wouldnt have been three
bucks a dozen, you can be sure about that,

Next, only west end commuters have any
idea where Appleby Line might be. Toronto
peopie don’t realize that Ontario exists beyond
the dim lights of Sprawl -QOntario. (Missis-
sauga to natives, Hell to the rest of us.)

Gary, | drive virtually the whole Iengtll-of
A Umntluﬁﬁwdaylmhlrdmy
week. | know what's hlwuﬂngun Halton’s
very own Watling Street didn’t mention
themlhlongltmholm pavement on Ap-
pleby Linc south of Htghwly 5, the native
name for Dundas Street.

And why? Because you didn’t know it was
new. You were afraid to be caught in & lie.
Afraid to admit that you haven’t driven the
lonely street to Rattlesnake Point since you
fled this rtgmﬂofort}nm;hnghuof
Toronto! .~

Well I'm on to you. The whole thing was
probably a lie. t farmer? What com? |
didn’t see any com stand on Appleby Line
For shame Mr. Lautens, writing aﬁ

and trust, writing about faith in our fellow
human beings and all the while making it up.

m feeling faint, | don’t know if | can go on in

face of such brazen efforts.)

And worst of all, if | had seen such a display
of trust, fair play and faith in mankind, 1
would have written about it. This is my ter-
ritory, bub, and if something is mg on
columnistwise you just leave it to the s

That’s just like the big city types to come
barging through, make a big deal about a little
Ecd neighbourliness, and leave me e:plam-

to my publisher why | wrote about pizz
I.nt week. (Multiculturalism, buster, that's why
| wrote about plz.n'Whnt s it to ya?)

You're treading nn:)ple’ltnqu Big City
Columnist! Stick to t hononofuiedty
horrors that who's ever been

dragged kicking and mmlng past the con-
gested bnrden of Metropolitan Toronto is
trying to avoid.

Leave the “slice of rural Ontario” bit to me
and the hoards of other columnists who are
to carve out a niche, and in-
form and entertain our readers, in an attempt
to get ob. Retirement isn't a long
Gary. Il let this one go. I'll waive my locll
rights in this one. Remember that and, put in a
good word, eh? You owe me one.

I am ready for a bicycle

| inherited my long feet and a dis-
mﬂmumhmghm

Father swore off electic riters for years
nndwhnhoﬁnﬂlybmmhpumhld
that it wasn’t as reliable as his older clunker. He
has never owned a car; he rides a in-
stead. Hé has running water in the summer-
time only and always wishes his laundry by

llmmadvmcdmnﬁthc | drive a car,
two-finger type on a borrowed computer, and
| have an automatic wa nug::umd
dryer. And | know for a certainty that these
machines and their friends and ml.llhm are

out to get me.

Why else would the car start acti IIII‘g!l
when my husband wnnutnfw:‘ﬁ for r-:
weeks? Numerous long -dlunv?hﬂlnu CI.“I to
my Mr. Fixit explaini e’
behaviour us nowhere. So | did
best thing: [ consulted my father-in-law.

The ! The car couldn’t make the
rade. Every time we started to climb a hill, it
ilmlmhd — with the gas pedal to
the floor - to 50 kilometres per hour, which !or
sOme reason mv-nd d followin
| spend half velling time pulling o nntn
IMM themdlnluot CATS pass.
Right off the bat, my hth-r-in-hw, after
mwltn; under the car, diagnosed a faulty
catalytic converter” It sou like a religious
experience. It also soynded expensive.
| made an early a
brake and muffler shop. fielieve it or not, | ar-
rived right on the dot (am, if you must
know) and waited and waited — two hours to

« the car. It starts i

mechanic entered the waiting
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room and asked for my ignition key. He
revved my little wonder as If he
were at line for the local stock car
races and tore into one of the bays.

When | had earlier on the to
the wmr, he had said they ways of

whether the car really needed a
nnrulﬂ;: converter. He lied.

Instead, the mechanic removed the old con-
verter and it with a of exhaust
pipe. Then he told me to take the car for a spin
wmiflfdunydlﬂemw -

He refused to come along for the ride saying
that on the last customer’s car he had driven,
he had damaged an almost irreplaceable some-
thing or other. A great confidence booster he
was.

Anyways, my son and | went searching for a
hill, any hill, we weren’t fussy, but t had
Emc into hiding. At that point, | s have

st kept on going.

| had to admit, though, that the car did seem
to have more ﬂun previously and since
the long wlitmwmmdnwn,lhadnu

left to scout saround for a second
opinion, car now sports a shiny (not for
lon yti converter and whether It
needed it or not, I'll never know.

There is still mmhing not quite right about
ing when hit 80
kilometres an hour — like the hollow sound

make when you blow across the of a

And m er windows lling
nﬂdthﬂru&ﬂtﬂm u..I_T wttn
get me.

My father’s got the right idea. He sticks to a
bicycle.
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Idenufymg h yperactzve ktds

Hyperactivity has emerged during the

15 nnmdﬂwnmfuquzmdy
nosed and widely researched problems uf
childhood .

This has in tumn focussed a lot of attention
and concern on the activity levels of children. It
should be no s then that approximately
half of all parents complain that child is
overactive (“constantly on the go”, “bouncing
off the walls”) at one time or another.

In truth, thmmmnnllup;nh::mot
parents, teachers and professiona

way overboard. S
While half of all ts have concerns about
h ivity, only about 3 or 4 per cent of

ren are really hyperactive.
Whlt il munt by a | diagnosis of

qultl dil'hl:t from what the
means by the term — in fact, it

EumuciE an n:z:'utiw child.
Much has h-m made of the s that
follow a hyperactive child — and these

s are real — but the large majority of though

ghly active children are in fact not hyperac-
tive.

Lets begin with a definition of hyperactivity,
SO parents can separate a real problem from the
normal developmental phases that children go
through.

Hyperactivity means that the child has exten-
sive dlfficultiu..h three general arcas: atten-
tion, pulsiveness, and high levels of

E: te activity. Second, it means that a
child has consistent and pervasive problems in
these three areas. Third, it means that these
problems worsen in structured situations and
when self<control is called for — in classrooms,
when you're reading a story, in waiting his
turn during class or group play, in cleaning up
theu::hy he has been pla n;withandnnnn

allofthhmultlntforlllultm

months before it would even be considered as

possible hyperactivity.
The hyperactive child usually has trouble at-

tending to tasks or instructions. He will have
an lly difficult time in attending for any
m-t‘ofhﬁm to difficult, boring or repetitive

At 'honu, parents’ instructions may seem to
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“80 in one ear and out the other”, as the child
doesn’t seem to listen.

At school, unless he finds a teacher who
makes arithmetic, spelling and other academic
subjects exciting, he will have a tough time at-
tending, or mastering the material.

‘The problem is not really so much one of dis-
tractibility, as we used to think, but rather
ﬂuunppuntohel lack of persistence in at-

tending and concentrating on tasks that aren’t
Plﬂt'u y interesting or don’t have immedi-

ate co (le. can be solved quickly
and easily, or else are important to him).

The difficulty in sustaining attention is
t to be 50 common and 0 basic to hy-
peractivity, that it has been renamed “Alten-
tion Deficit Disorder with Hyperactivity”.

The problﬂ'n of i Isivity can show up
many ways: poor control; an inability to
wait or inhibit imum not thinking through a

roblem before answering; constantly switch-
r 5 their attention to different toys, activities or

For a hy yr child, the problem of ac-
tivity lewﬁ dent when structure or
demands are placed on the child.

Studies l'uw actually found no differences in

the activity levels of hyperactive and normal
children during unstructured time or free play,

but the hyperactive child has difficulty control-
ling his activity level, changing it, quieting or
cnlming down during structured times.
e of referral is between six and
nine years oF . These are the early school
g::':hm s caused by hyperactivity
ularly evident — a child must
now sit Il a desk ior an extended period, study
or follow along in a book, stay at one activity
and in one piace for a while, share, take tumns,
and clean up after himself

Part two on this subject, next week.




