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False alarms big headache for police, homeowners

,The growing trend towards home security
systems is creating a giant headache for
police departments across the country —

false alarms |
In Southem Ontario, for example, 97 out of
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every 100 alarms are false and. police, who
respond to every alarm —-false or not — are
perplexed as to know what to do

Some departments are looking at the pos-
sibility of billing homeowners for alarms
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that turn out to be false. The costs are al-
ready estimated in the millions

T'his was one of the things we addressed
in developing our security system,” says
Andy Gyorffy, vice-president of marketing
for Winnipeg-based Ramtron Pre-Entry
Alarm Systems Inc.

“We've been able to virtually eliminate
this problem with our system by taking ad-
vantage of space-age technology.”

Most false alarms, he notes, are user re-
lated, mainly bécause the technology 1s not
only complicated to use but susceptible to
false alarms by its very nature.

Most alarm systems are based on a 40-
year-old technology, designed to apprehend
intruders after they have entered the home
“and therein lies the problem”

These conventional “hard wire” systéms,
so-called because your home must be wired
in order to work, are activated once the
electrical circuit created by the system IS
broken — and that’s every time a wired win-
dow or &oor is opened

These systems require the homeowner to
punch in a security code to deactive the sys-
tem — usually within 30 or 60 seconds after
entering the home. The wrong code or not
entered within the time limit and the alarm
Is activated

These systems, he adds, were designed for
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W.J. McCrudden Real Estate Inc.
150 Main Street East, Milton & MILTON MALL KIOSK

plants and offices that are locked up for the
night and where the alarm will not be acc-
dently tripped through human error

“The wrong technology in the wrong
place.” This is why the Kamtron system 1s
revolutionizing the home security industry,
he says.

Unlike the conventional “hard wire” .sys-
tems, Ramtron is wireless and, as a resuit,
completely portable. The homeowner can
keep it for a lifetime — no matter how many
times he or she moves

The Ramtron system, which incorporates
the latest developments in microchip tech-
nology, is designed to stop intruders in their
tracks, no matter where they try to enter —
before, not after they enter the home.

This technology enables Ramtron to
¢liminate false alarms almost entirely. Its
ultra-sensitive audio detection system cons-
tantly monitors sounds in the home, “list-
ening” fOr sounds caused by forced entry

These sounds are identified by a
microprocessor and other components built
into each unit, which enable it to differen-
tiate normal, everyday living sounds from
those sounds made by forcible entry

Whenever Ramtron’s sensors detect any of
these sounds, a signal to the main unit im-
mediately activates the alarm — lights go on
and an inside and outside siren go to action
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