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Meech me. (me’ ch / ﬁlcwm
Cdn 1987 constitutional conference at

Lake, Quebec. A derisive remark which sarcas-
tically im one 10 take advantage of the
speaker. Meech mol. Fr. Cdn. To ignore, t©
judge against despite protestations

The story so far

At a government retreat at Meech Lake In
1987 Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mul
roney worked out a2 st of amendments ©
Pierre Trudeau’s 1982 Canadian Constitution,
which laced the British North Amenca At
(BNA) BNA was created by the British
Parliament and laid out the rules for governing
Canada

Quebec did not sign the 1982 Constitution
but agreed to do so with the 1987 amend ments
in place. Each of the provinces was to approve
the amend ments within three yvears
29 1990 — or the accord would dw

Among other things the agreement called for
an elected Senate, rather than the hiletime ap-
poOINtMents senators Now enpy and a clauw
which recognized Quebec as 2 “disting
society”. and allowed it certain rights beyond
the Constitution

Canada is a loosely federated group of
provinces. Each province has primary control
over its affairs and wields much more Clout
than an American state, for instance. Quebex,
by way of several French only language laws
pas since the late 1970s, has changed its
o ' from 9 bilingual province t© 2
unili French one

Awash in a sea of English North Americans,
Quebec is trying to legislate its cultural sur-
vival. Business must be conducted in French,

by lune ¢

A Meech primer:

With a View

with BRAD REAUME

With the failure of the Meech Lake Accord
Quebex fecls English Canada has denied recog-
nition of what has already been legisiated
within Quebec’s borders. English Canada per
ceives La Belle Province as having more nghts
than the others. As wall, 1t s U with the
lack of accommodation for English speaking
(Quebecers |

And while it's true only Newfoundiand
wurned down the amendments, other provin:
cial premiers admitted they supported Meech
lake In the name Of national unity, otherwise
known as the status quo

Now we are at a crossroads Canada must
decide between’ a2 new federalism, an o
tempted Maintainence of the status quo, or a
divorce P

A new federalism coukd mean a stronger
central government and a mapr loss of
authority for the nces. Maintenance of the
status quo could mean debate is allowed o
fade, and Quebec remains in control of much
of its destiny through its many and wide
provincial powers — perhaps even through an

n‘n:um of those powers.
other option is a separation. That would
require much more than a simple declaration.

Mainstream

Canada
with TERRY O'SHAUGHNESSY

public
They should learn

is closer to brain
beef in a butcher shop.
requires more than deal

than it is to cutti
must learn that

n
“minlythehm:l lessons of Meech have just
. But one lesson should have been sell
. A roll of the dice was no way to deal
with such a matter. Constitutional reform is

not 4 Craps game.

very little to feed a chinchilla; the pel-
lets are readily available at your pet store.
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inchilla pet?

price of any required vitamin supplements
also low, and the same goes for the water bot-

te you'll need to keep fresh clean water on
hand at all times.

A cage may often be picked up second hand,
at a fraction the cost of a new one. Yard sales
can sometimes be virtual mines for items
such as cages and :

If you do purchase a used cage, make sure
you-cnthmnwdl,dmmaﬂmd
soap or cleanser by rinsing with very hot
water

Wood chips make the best bedd Pine
chips are cheaper and may be used
almost exclusively, as Chinchillas have very lit-
tle odor. R

Another big plus, according to several
chinchilla owners, is that these little critters are

clean and easily house trained.
you add to this the quiet and affec-
tionate natures of chinchillas, you come up
with an extremely likeable pet.

Now for the price. Many people roll their
eyes heavenward at the mere thought of
pa cose to $100 for a small pat. You

take into account that a chi will
easily live 10 years, maybe longer. This makes
your initial investment a very small amount in-
deed.

There you go, something to consider when
your child wants a pet (or when you do).
Remember Sylvester’'s words, and check out
“the big mouth at your pet thtore.” It might be




