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By GRAHAM BLACKBURN

"It's Saturday night and all of your
guests have arrived expecting the party of
a lifetime. Conversation and champagne
are flowing casily. Your party seems des
tined 1o be a rave when suddenly, disaster
strikes — all of the power in the house
goes out. You can see oul your window

power. What should you do?

Although some homeowners are intim
idated by the thought of fixing problems
in the home, not much skill is actually
needed and it can be quite cost effective
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A hllcknul like the one described above
is a typical household emergency and no
matter how well you prepare there will
always be an unexpected disaster which
will strike when you least expect it

If an electrical circuit becomes over-
loaded for any reason, the power will be
shut off to that circuit at the service box.
This is accomplished either by a circuil
breaker or a fuse. Before attempting to
get the power back on (by resetting the
circuit breaker or replacing the fuse),
take some of the load off the circuit con-
cerned by unplugging or switching off ap-
pliances or lights.

ely;y:Qiuck easy home repair

Now proceed to the service box. If it is
equipped with circuit breakers, all you
have to do is to look for the one that is in
the “off™” or Inppfd position and
switch it back to the “on” position

All of the various "i\HIChti should. be
properly labeled so that you can identify
which circuit is which —this helps when
you want to turn off the power in a par-
ticular area. If the switches-are not

marked, you can idéntify them by a pro
cess of elimination

Turn everything 'on and note which
switch controls which lights and appli
ances, etc. A word of warning: Just be

i

cause you find the breaker that controls
the light in any particular room, that
does not necessarily mean that neighbor-
ing outlets are “dead " —they may well be
on a different circuit

If your service box has fuses, they will
probably be one of the various kinds
shown in the illustration

The plug fuse consists of a \.mh!:
metal strip inside a glass screw-in unit
When the metal strip is broken or the
glass has become blackened, the fuse is
broken. It should be replaced by one of
the same amperage

The dual element fuse has a spring-

Colorl'om'%"'"

Water Repelles ™

¢ brded to sold mde ¢

- '-'-l"'-"r-'-'r'_"-'f-." ——
f
| |

ARMSTRONG VERNAY NO-WAX
SELF-STICK VINTL FLOOR IILI‘

: e0.
EASY CARE® NO-WAX PEEL & STIX

YL FLOOR TILE*
?'ﬂ P & ] E 4 SI”
’ ' ”".

i!t 1

decorate

¥

e
% l_,_..-.
e

It's easy

AT COLOR YOUR WORLD, CHOOSING |
WALLPAPER JUST BECAME EASIER

Now you can See the results Delﬂre yﬁu

FIRST in the world, from
Color Your World
its fun

Ay adable 2! parvcpahng SIores Onky

" Al

*Reg Dook price Fane

We

ympleter 1a

.II r.

Nl !._l;'!'l" 1 ‘--"l »

= T saie eftective May 30 10 July 3. 1990

‘A S P means After Sale Hrice

525 ONTARIO ST. at LAURIER AVE., MILTON 876-1855
Mon. to Fri. 8:30 a.m. 10 9 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. 1o 5:30 p.m.

'TMCWM'NPMM'SMH-MHM“W

IN-STOREY
WAI.I.(OVFRING

I
WALLCOVERING
BOOKS

W SHOWT

loaded metal strip that permits tempo-
rary overloading, such as occurs when an
clectric motor starts up. Otherwise it
looks just like a plug fuse.

A third type is the cartridge fuse. Big

" or small, the only way to know whether

this type is blown or still working is to re-
place it with & known good fuse

When something electrical stops work
ing, the first job is to wdentify the blown
fuse in the fuse box_ If the lights should
go out in the bedroom, for example, it is
casy to fix if the fuses are properly la-
beled

Having first turned off other items on
that circuit, shut off the main power,
making sure that you are not standing on
a wet floor and that you have a flashlight
handy

Then unscrew of remove the fuse in

question and replace it with a new fuse of
the same amperage, and turn everything
back on again. It 1s a good wdea to man
tain a supply of the fuses that your box
contains so that you always have one
handy

The most common reason for a blown
fuse is overloading - too much electricity
being used at the same time._ If a fuse
blows immediately after having been re
placed, but with fewer items operating,
there may be damage somewhere in the
circuit, such as a short in a loose plug or
a frayed wire At this point, unless you
are a qualified electrician, call in profes
sional help

If vou prefer the idea of circuit break
ers. ut your house 1s equipped with plug
fuses, you can replace them with “button

breakers™ which look just hike screw-in
plug fuses with. a button sticking out of
the center. When this kind of breaker

trips, the button pops out, and all yvour™
need to do is to push it back in to reset
the fuse and reactivate the circunt
Maintaining and repairing your own
home can be cost effective. Before call
ing for outside help. look the situation
over yvoursell instead of immediately de
claring, “"The water's out —call the
plumber © You will be surprised at whal
you can fix yoursell, often faster and
cheaper with a little patience and some
understanding of the problem !

Protect

furniture,
woodwork

It's time to give a few things a thor
ough going-over — things like furniture
cabinetry, paneling and other woodwork
in vour home - They may be endangered
by the effects of summer moisture and
humadity, as well as=dy dirt and wax
buildup

Keep in mind that wood 1s a natural
material in which the moisture level
changes with the humadity. Wood needs
to be safeguarded against more than just
dust, scratches and abusive use

The wood care experts who have been
manufacturing Wilbert Dyi-Finish
Lemon Oil Furniture Polish for more
than 60 years point out that where you
live, the seasons, and the way your home
1s cooled or heated can damage furniture
and woodwork

Furniture that has become dry, brittle
or faded is not necessanly a victim ol
age.  Moisture imbalance (caused by dry
ness or humidity inside or outside the
home) in unprotected wood can creale
these problems This 1s especially likely
n dry climates and in apartments and
condominiums, where heating and cool-
ing are centrally controlled

It is easy to protect your investment in
furniture and woodwork against these el
ements and to preserve them for years to
come. It can be done as part of fall —or
regular — housecleaning, with a furmiture
polish like Wilbert Dri-Finish Lemon
Oil. Applied with a soft, clean cloth
while cleaning or dusting, it permeates
wood to clean and form a porous barrier
against moisture — and to restore life to
dried out wood The wood 1s allowed to
breathe while ‘it is protecied against
warping or britthing

In the process, dirt is loosened for
easy cleaning and stains are taken out 1o
restore furniture, puntlmr and other
woodwork 1o its original lustre with a
deep and satisfying shine

ltems such as kitchen cabinets are es
pecially vulnerable to temperature vari-
ances caused by cooking and baking
(especially during the holiday season). To

the risk of your cabinets fading,
deying out or decaying, it is a good idea
o mclude cabinet polishing as part of
making your kitchen as attractive as pos-
sible

Find out the best way to protect, pre-
serve and polish furniture, bookcases,
window sills, picture frames, paneling,
cabinets, ﬂoori and other woodwork —

and save money.



