=

Gas. Not the afterdinner kind. No, we're
talking petrol

With gasoline now hovering consistently
above 50 cents a litre and averaging 55 cents a
litre, we've got a iem

When automotive fuel was first switched to
metric pricing in 1980 it sold for about 19 cents
a litre or roughly $1 a gallon. Shortly after, we
were hit with a stiff tax increase on gas which
pushed the price to 25 cents a litre. This money
was supposed to be used to su the
Canadian oil and gas industry, to make us self-
sufficient in that area

Since then we have been treated to a steady
drumbeat of tax increases on gasoline from
both the federal and provincial governments
Now you pay about 50 per cent of the price of
Ras as tax.

You also pay high taxes on luxury goods
such as tobacco and liquor. You pay sales tax
You pay various hidden taxes on manufac-

tured goods and you will — s ly in-
stead — soon pay the tm Ser-
vices Tax). Oh yea ,mdmmm-u:
Gasoline is taxed like a luxury. It is not a
luxury. It is necessary to our society, to move
people and s and the ines of
mm‘:ncm ms:;?na Camn deﬂm?rsnp&u
and geography require cheap and reliable
transportation. Our system has been built with

that as a Fim and our prosperity depends
upon it. Already we pay too much money as a

percentage of income to simply get around
If that isn"t bad h, the tax money which
has been collected from gasoline has not found

-1t way into dramatically improved highways

and public trangport.

Good transportation is key to the economic
growth of a region. For the lam 10 r
Eulumm have constantly pushed way

uildin ms 10 the back of their agen-
das. In *m they built a modern mass tran-
sit system, and then instead of improving it
and planning for the future, they sat back and
admired their work.

Five kids in-a statio

“Getting there is half the fun ”

Not with six kids it isn't.

My friend | and | left husbands and cats at
home and piled our offspring into my big sta-
ton wagon for a short holiday at the cottage.

Every available seat in the car was
Who sat where and with whom to be a
constant dilemma. | and | rarely succeeded in
satisfying everyone.

My four year old ended up the soclal outcast.

“T'm not sitting with him.~ said I's elght-
yearold son, 1!: talks my head off”
others concurred with him.

Our youngest passenger was six months old
lfmmdhcwnuldtcrumﬂlthmytnthe
cottage, but he was most accommodating — as
long as we him to , shook a rattle
two :nchnk:r%m his II:Z:’ :zd occasionally
E;u"ﬂl him out of the hard, plastic baby seat

r a wriggly stretch.

Our dinky, three by four foot trailer came
along for the ride, but | had no idea how to
back up the car with that thing attached so |
had to watch where | parked.

The dirty, oversized tarpaulin challenged us.
Nomll:trrlwwtighﬂyﬂtiadlhemp-
around the tarp, we had to stop frequently to
re-secure it. | made the mistake once of pulling
off onto the shoulder along the 401 in order to
confine a fla N comer of the . The
sandblast of wind ted the
speeding vehicles was ng.

An hour into our journey, my 12 year old let
out an anguished wail from the rear. “Oh no! |
don’t remember putting the gas cap back on.”
That Ialrn of nwynsuﬂng a fill up sent us
t0 small towns in search of a replacement cap.

A sunflower accom us. My had

urtured the from time
e et o Ngh o o e
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Now we are experiencing gridlock. Now we

are paying the price for the stupidity of
politicians and bureaucrats with increased
taxes on gasoline, the blood of the economy
Rﬂ.‘!‘ﬂlF; announced th for subway ex-
sion in Toronto don't include a connection
to the airport. These guys can’t see a subway
link to the airport in the future, when there
should have been one 10 years ago
Look at the occasional proposal by private
industry to build transportation links. A
Ivate group suggested raising the cash to
ild a subway along a major uptown Toronto
thoroughfare to hr?p business in the area
Politicians rejected this proposal, much as they
rejected the private sector’s suggestion that the
crumbling Gardiner Expressway be rebuilkt un-

derground with private funds.
Remember a few years when it was sug-
that Cm.u:n lﬂ£ the Turks an?d
aicos Islands in the Caribbean Sea? The is-
landers were generally in favour and it was
su that a booming Canadian tourist in-
dustry could be built there, which would keep
some of the snowbirds tourist in
Canada. Politicians dismissed the idea without
serious consideration.

Why spend time thinking about improve-
ments to our society? Why plan ahead? All the
politicans have to do is execute another tax

ab to the whole pork barrel afloat for a
itthe while v

And if Canada And Canadians suffer in the
interim? Hey, youtan't please everybody™

Let’s worry a pleasing the majprity first.
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.
over the course of our stay, decided that his
El.m Elanl could not possibly survive the
ustery s by the lake 50, you guessed it,
the sunflower returned with us. Much to my
son’s distress, it lost three leaves, thanks to
misguided kicks of little feet. g
One deck of ?:ying cards complicated our
return . Think of it — five kids and one
deck a'ho'l going to play with whom and
where are they going to sit? At one point, the
two older boys were in the front seat with me,
dealing ‘go fish’ cards to one of the girls direct-
ly behind me. “Have you got a seven, have
you got a four, have you got a Bawi
Dnsy?be{om we left ﬁs:rmt[ump. | had
booked a table for lunch at my mother’s small
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It’s not th

What should we call

ple who have below
average intell ?

entally retarded? Slow
learners? lly chal ? Learn-
inF delayed? tally di !
t's a hot topic right now. There are many
E'roupa and associations across Canada and the
nited States concerned about the term ‘men-
tally retarded’. They want to change it, because
it's demeaning, stigmatizing and stereotypin
Some dlul%tw, ho':vsm, that the htil
may not even matter — people are concerned
about the wrong issue. For example, one
system in York d .

label, it’s the perception

tremely variable on virtually all characteristics
of human behaviour.

Some are good at sports. Some afe to-
tally inept. are socially perceptive, others
are social misfits. Some are honest and moral,

‘ others are compulsive liars or immoral. Some

each class (including °
number dﬁlgmtinn.
A child went to classrbom one at 9 a.m. and
to classroom thive at
that in no time

their child in ¢
dehumanizing, sti
Yale Univ:%iry’ IFI?!.‘;
that many parents of
“Holl Syndrome” — they
upper-class parents who shop
o expert looking for a label which
comfortable putting on their ng.
estimates there are more than one mi men-
tally retarded childeen jn the US. and Canada
that are not getting services because no one
knows they are there — they haven’t been
given the proper diagnosis.

wﬁhlmhaThuzhmmmthh
lower intelligence. As long as the group itself is
stigmatized, the label will be t00, no matter
how often it is changed.
Qrmkhhmﬂw:Fmmen
the label. We have to eliminate the
scension toward, and fear of, people with
lower intelligence. After all, our society is ex-
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are nice, some are mean. Should it be any
surprise that some are brighter than others?
Does it mean that a person who is slower is
any less of a ? Of course not, no more 80
than a lack of athletic co-ordination means the
same. We all are below average in some, in-
deed usually several, pursuits. And it’s worth
remembering that many mentally retarded
le do in fact hold jobs, live independently,
:::I:urried and have children.
When | asked a man what his brother did for
a living he answered “he's mentally ret-
arded”. He didn’t even mention his brother
worked as a bus boy in a restaurant. THAT
was demeani stereotyping.
There is tremendous 2 umen bo.
haviour. We need to educate our children to ac+

those of differ-

ing colour, handica people and those
from unfamiliar cultures. .
An mch view of what is ‘normal’
will mean our ildmpow:tmm.lt
their own

will also
“k:“?“:r: mg than they are,

as abnormal and demeaning. And that can
lead to all sorts of complications.




