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Like most homeowners, sooner or later
you will probably run into a problem with

your house’s plumbing.

"~ However, many people know very little
about their home plumbing system and so
they call a plumber whenever problems
anse.

While many plumbing “predicifments re-
quire the expertise of a professional, others
are simple enough to fix yourself. Repair-
iIng your own plumbing can ‘save you
money — provided you know what you are
doing.

Two sets of pipes

Your plumbing system is composed of
Iwo sets of pipes.

One set carries waste material into sewer
lines or septic systems. This operates by
gravity. |

The other uses water pressure 10 drive
fresh waterinto your sink, bathtub or toilet.

Before making repairs, always remember
to turn off the water at the main valve. It's a
good idea 10 locate the main valve now —

Repairing your own plumb
But make sure you know what you’re doin
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before there is a problem. It should be near
the water heater or waler meter.

A common problem is a leaky faucet. It
most likely is the result of a wom out
washer. To reach the washer, you have 1o
remove the handle of the faucet.

Take out the screw that holds the handle
in posiion and pry it off with a
screwdriver. Tape or, a bandage wrapped
around the tip of the screwdriver will
prevent scraiches 1o the finish. Pry all
around the base of the handle. Working in
only one place could bend the housing.

Loosen and remove the cap that holds the
stem in place. The stem should now twist
oul.

There are washers in the cap and on the
end of the stem. Replace the ones that ap-
pear womn out. The washer on the end of
the stem is held on by a tiny screw. § must
be removed tochange washers. '

Before reassembly, clean corrosion off
with steel wool or a scouring pad.

Faucets with hot and cold water on the
same handle do not have traditional
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INg can save money
g or it could cost you a'lot

washers but they have similar rubber rings
that wear out and can cause leaks. -

Clogged drains can also cause headaches
for the_home owner.

Minor clogs can usually be removed with
a plunger or chemical drain opener. How-
ever a chemical drain opener is very hard
on your pipes and the environment so a
good substitute can be made from a mixture
of baking soda, salt, white vinegar and boil-
Ing walter.

A plumber’s snake can also be used. Push
the snake through the pipe while constantly
turning it in full cirtles to cut through the
clog.

Keep dnilling even when the water starts
to flow.

If this doesn't wcvrf(, remove. and clcml

the curved piece of pipe under the sink
called the trap.

Once the drain has been opened, tum on
both taps 10 flush it out and pour some
cleaner in the drain.

Leaky pipes should be replaced as quick-
ly as possible.
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Temporary paiches can be made from
rubber and a radiator hose clamp. Some
hardware stores even sell -special clamps

designed 10 stop leaking pipes.
Prevention better

It is, of course, better to prevent plumb-
ing problems than it is to fix them.”

The best way to prevent &8rain clogs is to
Clean sinks, toilets and all plumbing fre-
quently. | |

Also, inspect any visible plumbing for
signs of wear. | ' -

If these simple repairs fail or you are un-

sure about what you are doing, make sure
you call & plumber.

Doing simple repairs yourself can save
you money, but working blindly can cause
even more expensive damage o your sys-
lem.

< This article is provided by the Ontario
Real Estate Association (OREA) for Jhe
benefit of consumers in the real estate
marke! |
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| NEED AN OFFER —$199 900 WITH
11-3/4% ASSUMABLE MORTGAGE
Located n Milton on a poot ezed 0t Insxde thers
® 3+ 1bdme., 2-4 pc bathe, Iving room with
Gathedral ceshng, dining room, lamily mom with
fireplace & bar, games room & much mo
tExcellent buy! Call Terry for an mfantrfrﬁ

854-2204

MAKE US'AN OFFER ... $229,000.
Located on Sunnyvale, the famdy home features
4 bedroomse, 3 bathe, main floor laundry and
famiy room with reciamed bnck fireplace Don't
Gelay cal Heather to view, 854-2204 854 0543

152 JESSIE, LIMILLE
On a breathtaking ot offering view of
lake privacy too. A gourmet kitchen, hardwood
floors, beautiful wainscotting, 3 updated bath-
rooms and air conditioning are just a few fea-
tures of this elegant home  Finished 1op 1o bot-
tom with flair. Asking $349,000. Call Heather

11.75% TILL AUG.

13 ACRES OF ELBOW ROOM
» featured with this property. A beautiful meape
bush, pond. A 3 bedroom PLUS huge
block buiding approx. 128° x 35°, cement floor
suitable for ivestock, workshop or storage
Asking $349 000 Call Heather Ashbee 854-
2204

STOP!1 COMPARE! BUY!
Approx. 3000 sq. ft. builder's own home on 1 3
acre treed oL 4 large bedrooms with walk-n cloe-
ots, master has a ful ensutte  Main floor family rom,
marble fireplace, den, huge kitchen with built-in
apphances, finshed basement and much more
Only $456 600 Call Syvia B54-2204 854-085 1

10% TILL JULY '92

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS!
Robertson built custom home on a lovely 3/4
acre wooded lot. Enpy the warmth & ambance
of Mamiet Ining. Just 5 mine from 401. The per-
fect tamily home with quaity thruout. Priced nght
at $316,000 Cal Heather Ashbee 854-2204

FINANCING BELOW CURRENT RATE
if you've always dreamed about Iving n the coun-
iry. call about thie professionally landecapad 4
acres, pond with island. Large 3 bdrm., 3 bath
home with very large famiy room, eat-in kitchen,
Florda sun room and satelite TV Room for nanny
or granny with 2 bdm . dayhght walk-out apt., eat-
N kichen and private bath Al the for $489 000

Cal SyMa

TREAT YOURSELF
To this 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom beauty. Well
maintained and backs onto park. Central air.
Wge foyer with skylight and greenhouse kitchen
Al this for $254 000 00. Call Tereea Mills 10 view.
854-2204

IN TOWN OF

MILTON
.78 ACRE Estate
Lot. Seciuded in thk
older part of town,
room for pool, tpn-
nis court, :
Asking $189,000.
Call Sylvia B54°

SYLVIA BURSEY HEATHER ASHBEE TERESAMILLS ISABELL HOSKINS TERRY WOOLSEY

Broker’Owner
854-2204

RES. 854-0651

Sales ales Sales
mm Representative Representative
RES. 8540543

RES. 878-5808 Rea. 8542101

36 Main St. N,

Seies Representative
854-2204
(416) 689-7202

CAMPBELLVILLE, ONT.
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in thie well designed Campbeiivile Cape Cod
Mature trees and stone fence partally fninge a
generous 2 acre lot. The home » desgned with a
family in mind-—centre hall, good size family
room.. well planned utility area with side
entrances from both front and rear yarde 4
garage. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathe, the home has a
ot 1o offer at $324 000 Call Heather 10 view

854-2204

1% -
650 Childe Drive. Newly decorated. firnehed
basement, master eneulte, private patio, uee of
pool and rec. centre, $99 000 mortgage at
11%. Nov. '91. Asking $158,900. Call Syha

854-2204.

11.75% TILL AUG. '92

4.5 acres Open concept, cathedral celings. This
1475 oq. 1. bungalow features a beautiful solid
maple kitchen gyeriooking a sunken iving room
Master bedroom has a walk-out 10 deck & an
ensuite with mcuzzi. An saesy commute. Asking
$254 600. Call lsabel for more info. 8542204 or
854-2131

6.6 ACRES
Be King of the Castle & skt atop your own hill with
& magnificent view for miles. Home features 3
bedmooms, 2 bathe, sunken Iving room, ar con-

ditioning, inground pool and lote of room to
roam Asking $290 000. Call Teresa 854-2204




