Healthy
lawns
without
pesticides

Healthy lawns without pesticides
can be achieved by observing natural
principles, says Henry Kock, a hor-
ticulturist af the University of
Guelph's Arboretum.

“The most important aspect of
working without pesticies, especially
fungicides and insecticides, is soil and
plant health,” says Kock. “It’s impor-
tant for people 10 know they have a
choice in the type of maintenance. ™

Mr. Kock, who lectures in Ontano
and Quebec on pesticide-free garden-
ing, stresses the importance of
balanced fertility as well as proper
cutting and watering of lawns. He
noles, however, that a home lawn does
not necessarily need the inlensive
maintenance of a golf course.

The first step is 10 provide healthy
soil. Proper fertilization — using a
healthy ratio of mitrogen, phosphorus
and potash - ensures that planis are
better equipped to withstand disease,
he says. The most popular fertulizer
ratio of four parts nitrogen, one pan
phosphorus and (wo parts potash -
the so called “nitrogen lix"” — wll
give plants fast, lush growth

But this is at a biological expense,
he says. It creates & situation of weak
plants with thin cell walls, making
them susceptible (o ~casy penetration
by fungi and insects.

Mr. Kock recommends an even ratio
like 7-7-7 for a March feeding and a
1-2-2 ratio like 5-10-10 or 6-24-24
(depending on availability) for an Oc-
ober feeding — high in phosphorus
and potash — 0 ensure the enlire
plant, especially the root sysiem, is
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says. Shredded points on grass makes
it more susceptible 1o fungi. Grass
should not be cut during periods of
drought or when wet, he says.

If these steps are taken, a healthy,
green lawn can be maintained at little
\ na a m | cost, he says. It should be remem-

bered., however, that the transition
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{ nature's principles and cycles,” he
says. “We pay the price if we work
against nature.”




