© Landscaping with Azaleas 1s an ideal

> project {or parents and children because

g the spnng flowenng shrubs are so easy to
" plant. hrom choosing between thewr
innumerable colors and sizes to planting
and canng for them, growing Azaleas can
be a family affair in which children help
their parents beautify the garden

Planning the Landscape:
A Job for Mom and Dad

The diversaty ol Azaleas makes them

¥ suitable for almost every landscaping plan

For instance, dwarf vaneties grow Jess

g than one foot tall and work well as a low-

growing groundcover or 1n the nooks and

* crannies of a rock garden; larger types
E provide screenung or hedging

Combime year-round beauty with the
sweet scents of summer by planting the
eternally leafy evergreen Azaleas with the
deciduous Mollis vanety, which tends to
be very fragrant when in bloom

Given the endless array of colors for
the funncl-shaped flowers, Azaleas can
harmonize with surrounding plants, or
fupction as dramatic accents. Although
the typical paletie 1s cool creams, whites,
pinks, lavenders, wviolets, cnmsons, and
deep reds, some hybnds bloom in unusual
hot yellow and orange

I'here are also carly-, mud- and late-
scason blooming hybnds, so planting a
mix of species will provide a garden filled
with flowers all season long

When determining the planting site,

keep in mind that these shrubs should be
protecied from mudday heat. So, do not
plant them on the south or west side of the
house unless the arca 1s partally shaded. A
canopy of trees also provides a nice setting
for these woodland plants

Family Planting:
A Project for Parent and Child

Planting Azaleas 1s child’s play. Mix
and match them in the landscape because
all types ke the same growing conditions
These acid-loving shrubs desire soil nch in
organic matter, with good drainage, plenty
of mowsture, and a loose texture whach
allows air carculation and root growth

Such soil is easy to create. On a tarp, let
the child blend together three parts top
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Planting Azaleas, a Family Affair

Whats as much fun as playing in the dirt but far more beneficial® ( onditioning the soil with
Canadian Sphagnum Peat Moss 1o ensure that the Azaleas will bring a lifetime of colorful
blossoms and deep emerald leaves.
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soil, two parts Canadian Sphagnum Peat
Moss, and one part garden sand or two-
thirds garden soil and one-third Canadian
Peat. Canadian Peat 1s the perfect soul
amendment for Azaleas because it has a
predictable pH level of 1.4 to 4.8, giving
the shrubs the acidity they need to thnve,
and it can retain up to 20 umes its weight
in water and oxygen

Dhgging holes for these shallow-rooted
plants is not a tiresome task either because
the cavities should not be deeper than the
rootballs are high. If the rootball is planted
below ground level, the shrub will provide
lcaves but not flowers. Make the hole
twice as wide as it 1s deep and gently break
the carth around the rootball so roots can
stretch out ard grow

Once the shrub is sitting strasght in Ihc
hole, with the top of the rootball level to
the ground, backfill with the amended soul
and tamp firm. Thus 1s an Wdeal task for a
childs small feet. Have-the child stomp
around and around the plant to form a
receptacle for moisture at its base. Then
water thoroughly with a hose to eliminate
air pockets

Apply a muich to reduce mowsture loss
and weeds. Mulch also acts as an insulator
for summer heat and winter frosts. To keep
the acudity level lugh, make a mulch of one

part pine needles or compost and one part
Canadian Sphagnum Peat Let the child
mix together the ingredients and spread
them evenly around the plants

Caring for the Shrubs:
A Task for Each Family Member
Children can be put in charge of
certain aspects of the care and feeding of
the new additions to the landscape. others
are better handled by parents

A child should water the plants
regularly and thoroughly to encourage the
formation of a healthy root system
Watenng s especially important when the
shrub s flowening and during the first vear
after it has been planted

Azaleas produce more blooms when
faded flowers are removed before they set
o seed. This process, called “dead-
heading,” also stimulates new growth on
young plants and can be done by young
hands by simply pulling off the browning
blossoms

Alter bloomung, mom or dad should
give the shrubs a ight shot of acd fertilizer,
to insure plenty of color the next vear

Aside from an occasional application
of fertihizer and a new laver of mulch in the
fall, nothing more need be done to keep
the Azaleas a famuly treasure of jewel-hke
blossoms and deep emerald leaves

MOLLY MAID

lets you be where
you want to be.

It you'd rather be swimming,

cleaning tor you
Molly Maid teams are fully
trained, bonded and insured

home when you want them to
They even bring their own
cleaning supplies and vacuum
cleaners

Mtﬂh’ Maid does a Ihnruugh

will vacuum your floors as well
as sanitize your kitchen and
bathrooms. Molly Maid even
spot cleans your walls
Molly Maid leaves
your whole house
sparkling clean
Call Molly
Maid and be
where you
want to be

gulflng. sailing or just lylng in tHe
warm sun let Molly Maid do your

professionals who come to your

job of cleaning. Thisincludes the
dusting of baseboards, pictures,
lampshades and furniture. They
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MOLLY MAID

876-1672

“YOU’LL LOVE COMING HOME
TO A CLEAN HOUSE"




