Daughter-in-law’s
open house suddenly
closed to mother

Dear Abby: My husband and | have two married sons who move fre-
quently in their work. Recently they both moved to the same city about 2,000
miles from us. As both sons had been asking us to visit them, we thought
this would be a good time.

We called our sons before getting our tickets and were told they’d be wait-
ing. Five minutes after | called the younger son, he called back to say his wife
had told him that | wasn’t welcome in their home. !

| was shocked. They've been married for 15 years and | had been in their
home many times. Once she even in- '
sisted that we stay two weeks when

we’'d planned to stay only one.

| called and asked her what | had Dear
done to her. She said that 12 years
ago, when they were visiting us, we Abby
had a family Eir:tun:- taken and she with ABIGAIL
hadn’t been asked to be in it. Abby, | VAN BUREN
always thought a family picture in-
cluded the mother, father and the
children they had raised.

At first we decided not to go because we didn’t want to cause any trouble
between our son and his wife, but the older son insisted we come anyway, so
we went,

He and his wife were wonderful, showing us the sights, great meals, etc.
(hr!nunger son took two da{s off work to be with us, brought the
grandchildren out, and even took us to see his lovely new home one day
when his wife was gone. She’s intelligent, college-educated and has good
manners.

When we got home, | wrote her a letter, apologizing for excluding her from
the family pictures and telling her how proud | had always been of her, and
hoped we could put this misunderstanding behind us. Well, my letter was
returned marked “refused.”

Abby, what could | have done that | didn’t do? | feel terrible and don’t know
what to do.

» . Heartsick

Dear Heartsick: Consider this: Intelligent, college-educated people with
good manners are not immune to physical and mental disorders.

Your daughter-in-law’s sudden, hostile personality change could be a
symptom of some kind of disorder. Tell your son that his wife should be
examined physically and psychiatrically. It would be a kindness.

- dy
Dear Abby: | just read the letter from Danny’s Mom. It seems her son,

Danny, had gone back to college at the age of 36 and, after seven years, he
was graduating with honours at the age of 43.

Danny said he owed it all to you because he read a letter in your column
from a man who was debating about whether he should return to college for
his degree. The man had wnfn, “In seven years, | will be 45 years old.” Your
reply: “So how old will you be in seven years if you don’t go back?”

Well, | can top Danny. After 14 years of working days and gninw school
nights — taking one or two courses at a time — on June 3, 1990, I will
graduate magna cum laude from Elmira College with a degree in psychol-

| ex to have four grandchildren in my audience, and will be celebrating
my 57th birthday in August.

Abby, keep right on telling people it’s never too late to learn.

: Patricia Goodridge

Dear Pam: Congratulations. If anybody can top you, I’'m sure I’l]| hear
about it.
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TRAVELCAMPING
SHOW 1990

Thursday, March 22 to Sunday, March 25

Metro Toronto Convention Centre
(next dan to The SkyDome)
See the latest in fifth wheels, trailers,

park models and motornomes
Show Times Admission Prices
Thurs., Mar. 22, 12 noon - 10 p.m Adults $5
Fri., Mar. 23, 12noon-10p.m. " Seniors $4
Sat. Mar. 24 10am.-10p.m Children Under 15 $3

Sun., Mar. 25 10am -5p.m Pamily .
(2 adyits. 2 children) $12.50
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Exploring New Horizons

| was looking for a career change and
returning to University has been good
for me in terms of increasing my knowl-
edge and making me more marketable.”

Nancy Smitten

Weston, Ontaro

SPRING/INTERSESSION 1990
April 30 - August 10

(iIncluding exams)

Laurier offers courses both through classroom lectures and at a distance, through Telecollege
In Brampton, we're offering 17 classroom courses plus 23 Telecollege courses. Were here
to help you achieve your educational goals

Classes are available for part-time students at Brampton Centennial Secondary School and at
Hewlett-Packard. For thase who prefer not to attend formal classroom lectures, Telecollege
may be your alternative. We're sure that you'll find classes to suit your interests, career
and location.

For a complimentary copy of the Spring/Summer Part-time Studies Course Calendar or for
personal assistance - just call us - we'll be pleased to help you!

(519) 884-1970 Ext. 444/
OFFICE OF PART-TIME STUDIES AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

WILFRID LAURIER UNIVERSITY

75 University Avenue West, Waterloo, Ontario N2L 3C5

“There is a variety of federal
 programs for seniors in Canada.
ould you like to know

what they are?

The “Seniors’ Guide

To Federal Programs

And Services,” pro-
vides basic inform-
ation about federal
benefits and services
available to Seniors.
This guide is available
in English and French.
[t is now being produced
in nine other languages for
distribution this summer.
The guide will also be avail-

able in a talking book form

in both English and French

this spring. If you would like

to obtain your copy of the
guide and/or talking book in
the language of your choice,
check the appropriate box below.
Please fill in the attached coupon
and mail it to:
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