] Fluoridation approved
for Milton’s water supply
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A gift horse '

Hatton Women's Place was the beneficiary of a recent donation by the Mohawk Horsemen'’s Charlity
Fund (MHCF). Terry Sterling (second from left), a member of the board of directors for the shelter for

battered women, accepted the $12,250 cheque presented by the MHCF's (left to right) Bill Taylor, Karen
Breen and Doug Elliot.
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+ from REGION on page 1

Dr. Pollett uvested that the
region petition Milton Counal to
fluoridate its water, but Burlington
councillor Walter Mulkewich ob-
jected on the grounds that the issue
was a regional and not a town mat-
ter

He succeeded 1In a revised motion
that the region would not petition
the town, but simply meet with town
councillors to discuss the matter

Regional councillor Brad Clements,
although opposed to fluonidation
supported the motion in order to get
the issue to Milton council

Mayor Gord Krantz, who miseed
the committee meeting, said In a
later interview that “1 have been and
still continue to be opposed to
fluoridation of the water and so do
the largest maprity of Milton resi-
dents. That was born out by a
referendum a few years ago .~

While acknowledging 5\(‘ regional
health statistics on the incdence of
dental decay among Milton’s youth,
he said other studies have indicated
adverse side affects

“Sure, you can have excellent
teeth,” he said. “and meanwhile the
rest of your body is shot ™

And while acknowledging the
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region’s jurisdiction over the matter,
he said that Milton’s onal repre-
sentatives can Imp-fr:ﬁy convince
their regional colleagues that fluor-
idation shouldn’t be “foisted on the
residents of Milton if the maypority
don’t need or want it.”

Dr Pollett, after the meeting, said
he i1s hoping for assistange from the
town of Milton in getting the 1ssue
before the public

The October report, indicated that
the dental health of Halton's pubilic
school children is slightly worse than
the provincial average, and that Mil
ton. which is the only Halton
municipality that doesnt fluondate
its water, has the poorest record of all
Halton municipalities

One of the report's findings ind -
cated that 50 per cent of Miiton's
five-year-old youngsters had never
experienced dvnt.ﬁ problems, *not
neatly as’ good as the provincial
average of 68 per cent and the
regional average of 70 per cent In
comparison with other Halton
municipalities, Acton led the way
with 7 per cent of their hve-year-
olds being free of dental disease, fol
lowed by Burlington (75 per cent)
Qakwville (73 per cent) and (wor-
getown (6Y per cent)

“The results are not because of
chance,” stated Dr Pollett 1in hye
rcport, “but show statistically that
there 1s a very real difference tor th
five-vear-olds in Milton as compared
tothe averages of the provindae

Dr Pollett wants fluondation in the
municipal water because it's the best
met hod td cnsure pr o i
VOUnNgsters who benehit the most
trom fluondation got it

The staff report elaborated that the
the vyoungster oo
fluonde beginning even In
womb ‘the better the foundatior
and strength of the tewth that an
being formed

Providing fluonde in the water
Hlpplv s the best method because
‘other methods of fluonde therapy
such as fluonde ninsing programs
are not practical wath the ages under
Klndrrl.',.lrh'n :

They' re not practical because the
health department does not com
into contact with these youngsters on
a regular basis until they enter the
school system And even if they did
have access, young preschoolers “an
not able to prn}rrh rnns¢ and spit
Ooult

Donation
helps library
collection grow

Local plant and garden lovers will
benefit from a S‘-l%
Milton and Distnict Horticultural
Society to the Milton Public Libran
The largest donation by the Society
since its formation is intended tor
books and videos on gardening and
horticulture. The Society’'s president
Mary Stout, will be presenting the
cheque to Library chairman lan

Thom at the annual Library
meeting s evening.
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