Toronto area’s ‘garbage path’ leads to Milton

By NORM NELSON

Halton's regional landfill in Milton
1s being as a partial solution to Greater
Toronto Area’s mounting garbage problems.

As lawyers for groups opposed to the dump
battled this week in a Toronto courtroom to
overturn the decision to locate the dump iIn
Milton, the Region, on Wednesday, unveiled
the location as its contingency site for possible
use by Toronto area municipalities.

If approved by council at its upcoming Wed-
nesday meeting the Region would set aside
250,000 tonnes of the 4-million tonne landfill
capacity for use by other regons

kville councillor Janet Mitchell, however,
says “we're being led down the garbage path ™

She said she's “scared stiff” abolt Halton's

rowing involvement in lled Greater

oronto Area (GCTA).

GTA municipalities (Halton, Peel, York, Dur-
ham and Metro Toronto), at the urging of the
province, have formed a municipal piarbage
consortium called SWISC (Solid Waste Intenm
Steening Committee) to see if they can find
common strategies to solve their garbage
problems

The crisis comes to a head in 1992 when the
QTA, simply put, runs out of dump capacity
for its gar{;gr

SWISC is tackling the problem in two ways
A long-term rlan 1s being put together so that
solutions will be in place by 1996 to dispose of
the CTA's waste in a cost effective and en-
vironmentally sound manner :

A short-term plan is also being proposed to
fill the gap between 1992, when the GTA runs
out of landfill space, and 1996

The main difference between the short and
long-term solutions is that the short-term con-
tigency options do not have to undergo a
wengthy I—Fm'mmmvﬂm‘s Assessment heanng
(as did the Milton dump), but need approval

only under the less stringent Environmental
Protection Act. :

Rei:wmi Chairman Peter Pomeroy, however,
said he has warned the province that a contin-
gency landfill not subjected to an Environmen-
tal Assessment hearing may be ripe for a court
challenge

He said if this week's Ontano Supreme
Court decision rule nst the Milton land-
fill, the region might fot have any other choice
but to re-nominate it as a contingency site

All CTA municipalities are required by SWISC
to nominate a contingency site by the end of
February, and in fact two other regions (Peel
and Durham) have alreadv named their sites

Councillor Mitchell said she's concerned
about Halton nominating é contingency site
before even deciding if it wants to participate

in SWISC. “You're making a decision on B
before deciding about A™”

Milton counallor Bill Johnson agreed, saying
“you don't get into 3 game unless you know
all the rules.” '

Chairman Pomeroy stressed that there are
two 1ssues — short4erm and long-erm invoi-
vement. Nominating a contingency site, he
said, “does not stop us from getting out of the
long4erm CTA waste disposal plan.”

Councillor Mitchell expresse sentiments
of many councillors when she said she i1s not
opposed to sharing the Milton dump, but 1s
concerned whether Toronto 18 serous about
solving garbage problems or whether it is just
looking for an “easy hix

“We all know Toronto has one of the ieast ef-
fective recycling programs in the province,

Volunteer training now

offered by Board of Education

In the face of funding cutbacks, staff development and volunteer training programs are
often first to feel the blade despite the importance of professional development and b
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FRIENDS OF KEEP

Join Us For Our Winter Meeting
TUES. FEB 20th at 7:30 p.m.

HUGH FOSTER HALL

- (beside Milton Town Hall)
GUEST SPEAKERS INCLUDE

KEEP'S Water Resources Specialists
, KEEP'S Legal Counse!
. Members and Friends of KEEP weilcome

KEEP ESCARPMENT ENVIRONMENT PROTECTED
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Minimum Trade Allowance on any
vehicle you can push, pull or drag
10 our dealership on the purchase|®
ol any New or Used Vehicle in our|(®)

‘90 Prelude Demo - Black,‘s Spd., v
All Std. options, PLUS:

90 Honda Accord EXR
"We're Nice People To Do Business With"
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To combat the losses, Halton Board of Education’s Adult and Continuing Education 1s
offering workshops designed for soqal service agences
revealed several areas of interest, and as a result, planning for programs like “How to
Market vour Agency” and “Group Leadership Skills” are underway

The department also plans to otfer a workshop for early childhood educators on muit:-
culturalism. This will be a comprehensive discusion on the ways we can better under-
stand and help children from different ethni backgrounds

Through the new community program, agencies can meet with statf from Aduit and
Continuing Education to discuss the training needs of their agency Help can be attained
in developing and implementing a training plan and if necessary, accessing

For information aboi.t the community program, contact Anne Day at 845-7542

A recent training survey
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DORSET PARK PLAZA
460 STEELES AVENUE

she said Until they at least show some nitia-
tive, she questioned why Halton should go out
of its way to heip them

Chairman Pomeroy agreed Metro has been
slow out of the starting blocks on recycling
and re-use initiatives, but added that Peel, the
likely benefactor of the Milton contingency
site, has an excellent waste management pro-
gram in place

He said he's confident that all SWISC mem-
bers will be onstream with environmentally et
fective waste management programs

Burlington Counalior Pat
thought the Halton proposal was reasonabie
He noted that 250,000 tonnes out of a 4-milbon
tonne capacity is not a particularly large sice
Of the pwe to orrer

He added that Halton has been shipping all
of its garbage to other munxipalites for severa
vears, and to now refuse outside garbage at its
own dump is “shorn sightes

There are several copflitions that regional
council 1s being asked to attach to the use of
the Milton dump-as a contingency site

1) Other regions using the dump would pick
up any additional costs that are incurred

2) To mimimize trafhic, the amount of out-of-
region waste would be limited to XX tonnes a
dav and 100,000 tonnes a vear (it's currently
estimated that the site wili recerve up to | AR
tonnes a day from Halton) Waste would aiso
have to be delivered I1n larger vehicles

3) Waste delivenes from outside the region
would be prohibited from travelling
the urban areas of Milton The recommended
access would be via the QEW or Hwy > and
north on Hwy

4) Halton would not accept waste from other
SWISC members that 1« banned from andnl
in Halton, such as cardboard, glasSToORa I ners
metal food and beverage cans i."‘d%.d‘
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"You 've got a style of your own
and nobody knows it better
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