An Essay By MICHAEL ROWE

EAUTY., GREAT beauty, s
elusive enough to be truly
thnlling -when found unex
pectedly | rarely find it in the pages
of fashion magazines, becau®e it fas
' , powdered, primped

- . -
@ al so 1iMensely that
’ R caches the® eye, it

everything except the
an being photographed

| «av this with the utmost

back in Ortawa, but a powerful new standard
against which | would always judge women,
based upon what they radiated From that
moment | have caroed thes with me

When 1 met het again last December, she in
vited Barnev and | for tea at her small, elegant
flat in West Vancouver While many 2/ -vear
oids might have considered tea with a posd

wtogrrnanan lady an unnoorssary adventure
;J:Hrﬂphtﬂ‘u I W as l'.lgt f 1O Masasure mby
impression of her at 18 aganst the reality of
almost a decade later

| anvthing o tumed out, she had bevome
even more raduant In her eves, | was now an

st for some of the I
briilant tashor
I',""‘n't-u.:'.l;""l“!'\ ! have
known Beauty s 10 thaeve
of the behoider _ask
anvome In myv eve, beauty
s Dons Sierland. 2 refined
Enghishwoman of the oid
i W ho would ot care
0o haw bandwd
! a8 ThOugh & s com
CUrrgiey Sulfice o
AV she can ook hack at her
; N sexure 1n the
A nOwiedge that she 1s more
iuminous today than she
CVET Was In her Wounger
Ve v

| first met thas remarkable
lady at my gradustion
from boarding school. She
s the grandmother of my
frnend rmaby Ells-Perry
Barney and | have the. son
ol h:fguim*h'l'i
inendship that brothers
should be lucky enough ®
enpov. It has su the
loneliness of prep-achool
life, young love (and all t's
attendant misery),  the
death of one of our nends
a werk before his gradua-
ton, and, ultimately, the
separation of tme and
many mikes. Two livs,
mine, here in Milton, and
his in Vancouver, where he
lives on a boat in Coal Har-
bor When we were In
school, Barney spoke of s
Nana often. 0 often that |
felt | knew her well

My first glimpse of her, |
remember was on a bnlliant June day, ' the
kind that only the priine provinces truly
know, when the wide expanse of land seems
almost o mirror the sun and endiess sky
Among the milling crowd of bossterous
graduates drunk on the promise of life
without high school, and theirr parents, drunk
with reliet that whatever happenad to thewr
sons, they would at least have their hgh
w hool d:phmt_ she moved serenely, with
the native grace of an anstrocrat, greecting
other parents and teachers here and there
with 2 smile and 2 hod

| remember very hittle about what was saxd,
due probably to the fact that caliow 18 year
olds rarely say memorable things to theiwr
fnends’ grandmothers, especially on gradua-
tion dav But | have always retained the
image of her eyes, plercing, direct, and utterly
serene. And | remember thinking, "Caod, what
beauty.” At 18 It was a revelation, nothing
like my crush on the madcap Buffy twins
with their airborne hair, or my girlinend Lisa
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They think I'm intosgny second
childhood,” she sl warty skt sat in her
chair, watching with amusement the extraor-
dinary mess that Barmey and | were making
of her tidy apanment, she murmured, “this is

all very interesting

As th* '? 11 uf K chend D o watc e Ber v
and pose for me and | was onci

by the brauty of het
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adult. and she entertained Barney and | with
her wit and sophistication, freely lacing the
patter with her laughter, by turns low and
vibrant or light and girlsh, depending |
knew a8 Bamey drove me back to the hote!
that | would have to photograph her, if only
to vahdate what | had seen in her tace

This past summer | locked myself in my of:
fice while | worked on an arntxcle for (Rtawa
Magazine, breaking only for wed coffee at the
Colden CGnddle in the Milton Mall, where the
waitresses are happy to accommaodate thus ex
centricity. In August, the. article was com
pleted, and | flew to Vancouver

Barney’s grandmother had suffered 2 seres
of heart attacks (t ally, they occurred while
hiking in FuruE“ stead of at bingo, where
womeone with flair might have suffered
them ) | was wold that she tired sasily these
davs. and must not be disturbed When |
ashed her permission W0 take the
photographs. she cxpressed amusement,
cRing her age, but rrmd\r consented. On
the appointed day, | armved, weighted down

- dignity that age ent her in

the winter of her e The
nes in her tace are all soft
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grandson

As we et | thanked her
profusely. for putting up
with what must have wen
2 VERINE INtrusion On het
nvacy SHhe, with an utter

k of vanity, thanked me
warmly and gracsously for
mvy interest Aftery 2 wewh
n Vancouver, | flew home

It's winter here in Milton
The snowflakes Dillow
around myv red house on
Martin Street. | love winter
in this town, the age of the
vear the holy blick dark
ness of the night it only by
o rowt lamps visihle
through a2 veul of softly tall-
INK SNO'W

i have the photograph of
Dorts Sterland hanging above my desk as |
write this. | think about the frantic girls |
know, desperate for an kentity, a man, a bbe
They diwet. stuff themselves into acxd -washed
wans, tease their hair until it cries. And s |
gaze into the sepatoned eyes of the
photograph, | think about the beauty | see
there. the lines of pv and sormow. The eves
that have soen the best and the worst of the
cemtury The face of 2 woman who was a girl
who Ml in love mamed, rased a2 famaly,
buned a husbhand, and went on flacing e s
challenges with aplomb, never taking hersell
OO ?'run.uhr in the prooess

For some women, | malize, great beauty »
an clusive makeup trick that they never quite
master For others, bless them, buing #
woman s enough Living courageously s
enough

Miucharl Roww 15 & wriler and photographer who
lrowes m Mdton. Hs work gpypwars regularly v
magazines aoross Conade Ths ey vl
prared in Halton Magazine Copywrie 1989 by
Muchar! Roww
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What's
Happening

Members of Milton Snmwor
Recrwation Centre (SCRO ) car
ward 10 a8 wide range of activite™
members are wekome 10 parts ;u’i

Rl‘ﬂ':i-l'jhnl"‘ por !;‘*r,*i PrOgrams wi | ey
held from Monday to Fnday, March
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Music Appreciation sossons fr
am I » rOW AV
arent sure how 10 gt the
in the Microwave Cooking classas that
ruf from 10 am. o noon from Aprn W00
Work off all that great n
bv Square Dancing later the same

from 1 -3 XN pm

Wednesday

Take ime out for a game of Bndge at
SWam Camesend at 11 Nam Them '«
pilace to share Lrait
Club Ihrgr:-u;‘ Mavis Irom l;‘** §-June b
from YXLIT 0V am The Birst Wid nesday
of each month s Movie Day Curtan tiimwe
s 1 X pm The Walking Club mevts &
the SCRC on May 2 9. 16 2V and X
ODepartat 1 W and rtum st 4 UV pm

Thursday

.1"!!“ Line Dancing 1+ held from
1 - m. and in the morming from 10
11X there's 2 sssion for Intermediate
Line D‘!‘H‘Il‘l‘ |"!"'r‘ﬂ'\r YyoOurfr '..-ﬂt"r'::"'g
skills at Come Hear Level 1 sescions run-
ning from 10 am to noon  Join the f rench
Conversation program offered from Apnl
SJune 7 from 11 am o noor

Friday

Bingo and Euchre are ofterad on a con-
nauous basis. Bingo games are held from
10 am. 0 noon and euchre players are o
the tables from 1 30-3 %0 E m. Join a Yoga
program offered from 1 3033 p m Bud
dlﬂs Artists are Mo HJ‘HJ 0 oin the
Drawing and Painting program that runs
from March Y-June 8 from i 4 p m

Special Events

There will be Open House Euchre at the
SCRC this Frday (Feb 9 beginning at 1 W
pm

In conjunction with the Milton Winter
Carmival the SCRC wall open it doors
the public for a performance by the Fifty
Phus Cloggers on Sunday, Feb 11 frgm 2-)

pm

: sOMe HIMme s ulmng at the SC RO
on Tuesday, b 13 from &8 pm_ It's the
dayv betore Valentine's Dav 0 the event s
being called a SL Valentines Day Dance.
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FOR THAT SDECIAL VALENTINE

Place your Valentine Message in the February 14, 1990 edtion of The Champion
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