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Prow by JOHN WARREN
Jim Strain’s children are getting pr
take over the family business. As of
Friday, they'll be following in the footst

It’s not all busi

: By NORM NELSON

it's all in the family for Milton’s Business
Person of the Year. Jim Strain won the award
sponsored by the Milton Chamber of Com-
merce last week.

Mr. Strain, owner of Creative Memorials on
Ontario Stréet South, had always wanted to
follow <in his father Gordon’s footsteps by
making quality memonal stones. And recently
hé said his 17-yearold daughter, Taya, asked
him, “what will it take to run this business?”

In faci, she began working for the company

“to get her feet wet before she enters college in

the fall

And with 15-year-old son Gordon perhaps
waiting in the wings, he chuckled that, “it's
truly a third-generation bi iness.”

There was never any ioubt tor |im. His
father and uncle (Franx Swanson) ointly
owned Kingsway Monument Works in Toron-
to, and as a yourgster he would nde the
granite. trucks “trying ' to keep out ,of
everybody's wav.” [

As a teenager in hjgh school his goal was
still firmly focused and .ﬂt*r keying in on ar-
chitectural drafting in college, he pined his
tather 1n the business o~

Jim’'s father moved the family to Milton in
1953, “There were no monument dealers here
at that time,” he explained. "My dad looked at
it and thought 1t was a good area.’

In 1965 Gordon who was 3 at the time, dex
ided to part wavs with his brother Frank and
torm his own business with lim, who was 21

I'he business, Creative Memonals, prospered
and today 1s one of the three largest companies
in the retail monument business in Optano

Codmadentally, at 46 vears of age hm. hke
his tather, i1s excited about persding another
opportunity. Following a recent business trip

Jo India, he struck up a deal with an Indian

manufacturer of gramite pﬁidl.htﬂ tO P:b\'umr
the sole distnbutor 1n Ontario. “"Eve thing
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wall veneer” he said

His ob 1s satisfying, he said, because he
believes in the service he provides to the

public

Mr Strain said he has always “looked for-
ward to going to work | like Llln:dltng with the

public.’ L5
. ' N

Being named "‘Business Person «
he said, came as a shock

truly honoured.”

& AR

furniture, such as coftee tables, tile floors and

ﬂ'\t:: Year’,
“I'm hon -
oyred,

Besides providing a valuable servige to Mil-

ton for more than two decades. he has con

trlhuh'd much to rnthl"'r J*-pn't-. Ofr Communty
1t prlmart]y through mvolvement with the
the "511““1"

‘Champion’ business

n Milton

bov scouts. the Santa Claus "arade
L ]

Newspaper is

i!h DUSINESS ¢ Hhu...’li this wivk
but at The Canadwun Chammen the
workaday

routing

esuiar

Gingor

ness for this community ”supporter

hospital board of directors and the Milton
Chamber of Commerce

He's been continually active as a leader in
boy scouts since 1965, and, in fact, Spear-
headed the formation of the Milton district as-

sociation. For thesy Santa Claus Parade he
committee

served five years on the organizin
and three years as the parade marshall

At Milton District Hospital he completed
two consecutive terms as an elected member of
the Milton Dhstrict Hospital board of directors
from 1983 through 1 With the Milton
Chamber of Commerce he compiected a three
yvear term as a member of thé board of direc-
tors and was on the Showcase committee for
all three vears, exeraising leadership as Show-
cas¢ manager one year and show chairman
another
1 Lhutkhng_ he said he ottered some advice to
this vear’s chairman, Peter McCuaig “sit
down and talk it over with vour

His extensive community involvement, he
said, would have been impestble without the
support and :mdﬂrut._l.nd‘rr.: wite, Jenny
Elaborating, he sad one of
bommatbam, “andat7 X am |
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“||1| .

o
nis K hikdren was

WwWas 47 W1

Jﬂ:‘nd-.:llr !" ""I" !#’.“f.‘?.w‘m tir-'\.d I|"'|.|I." '\-Il 1 \] § ! b

p. ROt DUl

Paul '/ id

jUst a DIt mMore satisrn
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tion that comes -with
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for all your auto needs’ %

BRIAN'S AUTO REPAIRS
432 Steeles Ave. y 2% P 875"1522

Milton, Ontario um -:'hnn

publicalons

WALKER
ADWANMTAGE
MUFFLER

A. Any wvestment counsel lees, in
h.lImlIJInE lees pihl for the admuustu auon
and managemen| ol shares and secen
ues, are fully deducuble However, ‘the
fees paid for the financial magazines
and newspapers are generally not de
dw Lible

ALC, Investment
Planning Ltd.
210 Dorvial Dryve
Suite 505 |
Oakville Corporate Centre |

549-4700
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YOUR MATTRESS is the Most Used Piece ot Furniture in your home. * ,
Give Yourself one of Canada’'s Best Sleeps | RIMARK

YOU'RE WORTH IT!
PROUDLY MANUFACTURED IN CANADA

!J'Fil- L' 1’" TSN

Brian i‘hrrrpl-.: -

SINGLE MATTRESS
TWIN MATTRESS
3/4 MATTRESS
DOUBLE MATTRESS $ 99.00
QUEEN MATTRESS $139.00

ORTHOPEDIC MATTRESS & FOUND
TWIN DOUBLE QUEEN
*199.

__ 5249, 5299,
)

MILTON, ONTARIO

$ 79.00
$ 89.00

TION

KING SET

*599.

JUNT MATTI

781 Main Street East, Units No.'s 24, 25, 26 & 27.
Across from the GO Station

-:!rf..

875-3222

NGUS
FREEZER BEEF LTD.

v §372368 . Torme
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