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Garbage and you -
a look at the big picture

2 Why is it that garbage trucks always have
s Squeaky  brakes’ While there are other

mystenes of the universe more immedatehy
* profound, last week | was most concerned
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It was then suggested to me that garbage
trucks have squeaky brakes because they stop a
lot. That made sense, so | quickly lost interest

The whole episode, so mundane in everyday
life, has sparked a larger issue. Why is it that
our questions can only rarely be answered so
casily’

Now that 've got you thinking, what's the
square root of 15,1297 Why don't they send
poets Into s ace’ Why 1sn't the pium] ol
spouse, spice’” Why are you still reading this
u}iumn"

| can answer the last question. You're still

ding the golumn because you're curnous

@nt to find out where it’s leading. It is, in
tact, le 0 a conclusion which will shock
vou. disturb v‘nu sadden you and finally
ﬂurL\nw you That's if | manage to come. up
with an ending that lives up to the advance
billing

If | can’t manage: to scale.those heights, |
simply erase the previous paragraph and sub-
stitute one which conforms to the hrmi few
words of the prece. Simple, isn't it?

Cunosity has dnven mankind to accomplish-
ments which 'even two dﬁ.’ldt"! ago would
have been difficult to believe. We, the television
generation, are used to revelations in science
and technology We live in a world changing so
fast that we are conditioned to those changes. |f
the world cegsed to change we might, con
cewvably, be driven mad

If 1t 15 our eagerness to understand things
which dnves the world forward, it follows that
our questions must be those which are not casi
ly answered. In a static world we would be
more concernacd with absolutes and quantih
abie knowledge We would be content to simp
1Y memonrise all

While a solution to the garbage truck puzzk
SCMS ON the surtace 1o answer the question
wrhaps there 1s more to it than meets the ey
F’rrh.n;h the real reason for squeaky brakes can

the answers
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be found in the particular function a garbage
truck fulhlls

-I‘rr}".l;u the fumes from the rotting smelly,
vile, bactena-infested remains cause the brake
linings to detenorate quickly. Perhaps the
material in brake linings performs at an op-
tmum Jevel outside the morning hours be
cause morning is more humid generally than
the rest of the day. Thus the time in which the
trucks are usually functioning might affect
their performance

Then again, the brakes might be shot because
of the weight of all the junk the truck is forced
to carry around. If we were to recycle more of
our waste, perhaps a spin-off effect would be
quicter garbage trucks and lower maintaipence
CTIvsl s

People would sleep easier, which would
allow them to create better solutions for the
myriad of other problems which plague
mankind. We would have lower taxes due to
the reduced cost of public works

This in turn might generate an economic
with the extra dollars being spent on
goods, thereby creating obs and more taxable
income and more garbage, which would again
wnd our market economies Into a recession-
driven tailspin as the whole house of cards col-
lapsed due to the weight of our waste

Adam Smith was wrong The crux of the free
cconomy 1s not the “invisible hand” which
the nation’'s (Conomik performance,
rather, it is the visible hands and legs and

i« which carry the vile, smelly, bacteria
t to the curb Garbage rules the world
{7 Dhstrubed’ Saddened? Surprised? |
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Johnson's letter is full of errors

For those of vou who haven’t been hh[h’nhﬁm,.;

the 1ssue, counailior Bill Johnson and | are ex~

changing rather stinging attacks over d@®ails of
the logo debacle town council has been grap
pung with tor the last few weeks :

The story in a nutshell Counaillor Johnson
has attempted to take me to the Ontario Press
Council, a quasi-judicial body which oversees
the conduct of our medium. Most NeWSPapers
in Ontano belong to the press ¢ouncil, and if
the council deems one lacking in ethics or
reporting techniques, it renders a judgement
against it, which the member newspaper must
publish

Mr. Johnson could not gain any su port at
municipal council when he proposaed taking
me to the press council over coverage of the
logo affair. 1, in turn, wrote an editonial in the
Jan. 24 issue critical of Mr. Johnson on several
fronts. In last Wednesday's paper, he sent a let-
ter replying to that editorial. His letter contains
4 good many misrepresentations, so I'm going
to point out some of the areas in which Mr
Johnson erred

Mr. Johnson alleges that he is “not the one
who secks The Champion’s reporter when not
much is happﬂlinﬁ in town,” as a defence
dgainst me saying he has “an insatiable urge
for the spotlight.” ‘

His memory fails him. | have never 'called
councillor Johnson except to seek his opinion
concerning an ongoing issue. He, on the other
hand, has called me not only to suggest stories
involving him, but to complain that he has not
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been quoted enough or given enough credit in
articles

Councilior Johnson indicates that | appear to

el | should be above criticism “particularly
from those he so rt'.ldlhf crticwzes.”

| am not above criticism_ | have other people
odit my copy, | discuss story ipmurhm with
other people and listen to their critiques. And
we publish letters which are often critical of
my work or the work of other staff members. |
am cnitical of public officials in editorials be-
cause it is part of my b, and our respon-
sibility. | take no particular oy in it, especially
when that criticism is aimed at people |
genuinely like, such as Mavor Gord Krantz

|.take exception to Mr. Johnson's criticism in
this instance because it is malicious. He did not
discuss the matter with me, but he discussed it
with my boss, publisher lan Oliver. He did not
simply ask for a correction or clarification of
the statement in the Jan. 17 issue of The Cham
pion to which he took exception, that there had
been an “unintentional miscount”™ of ballots at
a council meeting. He went for the jugular,
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trying to discredit me publicly

He alleged that | have been guilty of “mis
reporting of (council) meetinigs” and that it has
“gone on too long.” | have already replied to
that by saying it 1s a false statement we could

sue him over If we sO chose (we won't I"?

1sn 't worth the bother)

In his letter councillor Johnson consistently
refers tO me as a ”n*pum*r' crtiizes
Champon editor Jane Muller by suggesting “if
1s less than ethical to permit a reporter to use
editorial privileges against somcone who has
taken him to task “ Mr. Johnson also takes ex
ception “to that same reporter using the plural
‘we’ In that same editonal.”

| am not a reporter, | am the news editor, al-
though | sometignes act as a reporter and enpy
itt As the news editor, at least at this
newspaper, | write the editorials every week,

unless Jane Muller feels extremely strongly
about a subject and elects to write one

Since | write 99 per cent of the editonials, |
am responsible for shaping the stance of the
newspaper on what | view as important issues
facing the community. So | am not acting as
“Kuest editor” to get even with councillor
johnson. And | use the editorial “we” because
it s the opinion of the newspaper. And by the
way, the aoditonal concerning councillor
johnson was screened by both Ms Muller and
lan Oliver

Mr. Johnson proudly states that if he "took
criticism  personally”, he would be “in a

and

{Hdhhﬂ cell somewhere

l SUgRest to vou councillor, that you take
critiaosm personally all the time It's qust that
vou are not used to media cnthiaasm. When |
publicly cntised you in an oditonal about
your dl'plurabir conduct and comments con
cerning homosexuals at regional councl, you
carculated an amateur-looking press release to
‘ mrornoers m,;_'ku'tt1+1hln|.: m5 ™ L |
ornentation. That's taking things personally

Council has no reason to fear “polmical
assassination” by The Chamgnon, as Mr
johnson suggested in his letter We would
quickly lose credibility in Milton if we acted in
such an irresponsible fashion. Indeed, it 1s Mr
jJohnson who indulges in witch hunts and ven-
dettas. In that same letter he calls his fellow
counciliors “lily hivered™, and says they are
‘not prepared to stand behind (municipal)
staff even when staff acts on their instruc
tions. "

it's a lot stronger than saying that in his
opinion councillors made a collective error In
pdgement. Mr. johnson would rather, it ap-
pears, call his fellow elected officials cowards

Also, consider this, although he dxin't get
municipal approval to bunch a complaint
against me at the Ontano Press Council, in-
deed didn’t even get a seconder for his motion
to do so, he sent the press council a copy of his
letter anyway. And he went over pubhsher lan
Oliver's head and sent a copy to the president
of our corporation, john Baxter, too. But | had a
feeling he'd do something like that
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