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Schools argue against

regional nursing cuts

* By NORMAN NELSON

School board officials will be given an opportunity to plead
their case for more public health care nurses in Halton's high
sChools '

At the beginmung of the «chool vear Halton Kegron cut in half the amount of
time spent in each high school by the pubixc health nurse. from five half days a
wewd 10 frve hall davs every two werks

A moton betore ona!l councll on Wed nesday recommended iIncreasing
that shghtly w0 six days every two weoeks

Larry Dilanm F‘ﬂl"ll.*'lpl:t* A ldershaon 'i‘h"lhhi' wm Bu"-:r'ﬂ"!u'" Sl we n
here 10 tell you how valued your pubixc health aurses are 1o our system They
Ve you well and your community

Speaking on behall of the Halon high schoidl principals assocation. e
added that  we as sevondary school principals foel that the level (of sy half
1AV every two werks) s not enough o meet the compiex neds of our o
5 ha 4 :

His reguest 10 have the matter sent back 10 the regon s health and socal wr
VIS commutter 10 order for the school boardsto present thewr case was agrved
D DY COuMs

W N supportng the additomal input from the schoo! boards. Milvon coun
Cllor Brad (lements requested that the role of the public health nurses In the
hgh schoods should be discusaed "0 s entirety

No cuts were made he e, 10 2 myriad of other services performed by
f‘u!“' o health nurses in the high schools including mmunuwaton and denta
health programs

in a2 story in Wednesday's Canadan Chemgeon. Cary Crossman. superinten
demt of instructional services for the Halton Board of Fducaton pad Ques
DOned wivy the regon was Ainding it hard 10 obtain staff for the high schools
this year when it had managed 10 keep up the same level of servaice for MOy
than a dexade

In an interview after the meeting, Dr Craham Pollett, the region’s medica
officey of health, retterated the same reason he had out!ined 1n his meport to lase
wWETE ¢ (DMMEeY Mewting a stathing shortagre

He saxd there are more schoods 10 be coverad this vear as well a3 more manr
datory programs from the province that all have 10 be carmed out by the same
pool of publc health nurses “Something had o grve

In 3 previous interview, Cayle MacKay, the health department s dinctor
preventive health serviom, i-h'“ 0 bring the regional nursung complement
Up to optimum evels would require about X additional nurses for the present




