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Entertainment

i Bach, Beethoven and the Boys were bad . . . sometlmes

Most of the time | am drowning
a sea of children’s books, bnﬂumrm
awhile a big people’s’ book rescues

me.
David W. Barber came at a critical

time in my life. No, that would be
mggcﬂNng somewhat, but he did
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appear at the right time of the me to do. Then | have to write somé

month

You see, certain people who shall
remain anon expect me to at-
tend the next show the Hamilton
Philharmonic  Orchestra brings to
town. That's not all “they” expect
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Major opening

thing about the concert for the
newspa That's pretty pathetic,
since | little or nothing about
music.

With expert guidance provided by
Mr. Barber's book, A Musicuan’s Dic
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Ontario Strest on Saturday, Jan. 13. Mr. Krantz was assisted by Major Video president Vic Knox
(right) who pledged 25 cents from each video rented in the store’s first two weeks 10 the United Way

of Milton of the mayor's behall.

lwnlry | shall approach this task
with new confidence.

Mr. Barber tells me that the crowd
of musicians who show up for any
perfomance are “individuals bent
upon producing sound or noise by
means of scraping, hitting, ha.mng,
nrbkmmgmtnlnotnenmadtof
wood, brass or catgut.”

Mr. Barber goes on to say that they
wear ill-fitting tuxedos or black dres-
-

The conductor, | learn. is the ‘per-
son at the front of the orchestra with
his back to the audience (“usuallv
out of embarrassment”, claims "Mt
Barber). “His primary function is to
imitate a windmill, for the esthetic
effect” and “his chief weapon is the
batan, which everyone is pretending
t0 watch carefully.”

And where would the musicians
be without the invaluable music
stands?’ They unfortunately have a
tendency to fall over — of thewr own
accord, of course: They come in two
sizes .— too high or 0o low — and
thev're always broken

| picked up some audience eti-
quette from Mr. Barber too. Some-
times, chides Mr. Barber, we applaud
at the wrong time — 0Ops, SOITY
There's nothing like between-the-
movements applause to kil the
mood of a prece

And talking abx
put together compg

preces, they're
Accord-
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ing to Mr. Barber, “all of their wishes
regarding notes, tempo, expressions,
and %0 on are carefully taken down
in the score, and then ignored.”
Thank ness most of these guys
are d .

Dawvid Barber could barely contain -
nimself with a dictionary, so he

rod uced his insightful Bach,

hoven and the Boys. Mr. Barber
claimg his book 1s “music history as
it ought to be taught.” He provides
readers with such personal glimpses
of these composers that thewr actual
compositions will forever pale in sig-
nicance. Are we to beleve these
ROssipy tidbits’

Mozart's abrasiveness and tactless-
ness lost him many fmends and
iucrative positions. Besides that, he
gambied away his money on cards
and bilhards

His wife, Constanze. cleaned up
his financial mess after his death and
marmed a diplom® whose epitaph
reads “Here hes Mozart's mduw .
second husband

Beethoven sure didn't win any

sonabty contests emther ‘HH quuh( -

temper chased away his servants He
was a boor and a slob and on those
rare occasions when he shavad he
cut himself

Mr. Barber is quick to admat that
d(‘\pltl thetr muinor flaws, these com-
PUSETS WEre  IOWETINE Reniuses
(Both men stopped growing when
they reached 5 tevt 4 inches)

When Stravinsky first appeared on
the musk sene, he “made a b
splash™, but Mr Barber speculates
that he became less and less <on-
troversial as we got used to him. In
his later vears, the Russiangbormn
Stravinsky became an  Amernican
citizen. On one occasion, the Boston
police tried to fine him $100 for writ-
INg an arrangement of The Sl

feature
to In-
rds. And t's their
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Productions, the musicians of the
Hamtihon Philharmonic  Ovchestra
are driving to Milton to perform at
the Milton Baptist Church (corner of
and Nipissing Roads)
begins at-8 p.m. Tickets
ltd’!‘dﬂ‘:l’ $15 for
$10 for students and

878-4604 for more in-

The concent
p |
adults
seriors. (
formation).

« Firefly Books in Toronto dis-
tributes A Musicwn's Dictiomary
($995) and Bach, Beethoven and the
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Chinese Food, Steak

and Seafood

Business Luncheons
*Fully Licensed under
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Tal::&n Service
459 Main St., Milton

878-8814




