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By ROB KELLY

A Canada Post official on a good-
will visit to Milton council’s general
committee meeting Monday night
quickly found out the Christmas
season is over as chairman Rick Day
more or less told him to say what he
had to say and get lost

Mr. Day began by telling Peter
Darvill, director of west area ity ser-
vices for Canada Post, that the
general committee had a long agen-
da to deal with. Then Mr. Day said
the Canada Post presentation should
have been the last item on the agen-
da, not the first

The chairfman ‘ that “we
could chit chat about Canada Post
forever, we could go an all night,”
and asked what the purpose of the
visit was. “What is it, PR (public
relations)?” He softened a bit and

i Canada Post gets no stam

added, “we can appreciate that.”

Mr. Darvill, looking non-plussed at
the jon, got no more empathy
for Canada Post's problems from
any other elected offical, although
Mayor Gord Krantz at least some-
what balanced out the criticism with
an‘objective question. He asked what
Canada Post- plans are for future

nerships with private enterprise.
ore are coming, Mr. Darvil
replied.

Other councillors were apparently
content to kick the Crown corpora-
tion around a bit, complaining about
slow mail delivery and nsing costs

Ward 3 councillor Bill jJohnsor
complained about: cutbacks fror
delivery six days a week to five, and
home delivery later in the day

Mr. Darvill countered that doctors
no longer make house calls and
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home bread delivery has been
stopped too, because of “simple
economics.” Residential matil
delivery is generally later in the day
s0 business customers can be served
first, he added

Councillor Bruce Attenborough
said he knew of no business except a
monopoly “where you can have a
price increase and a decrease in ser-
vice and say look what a wonderful
b we're doing

Mr. Darvill countered that Canada
Post’s price increases have averaged
less than 1nﬂatmn over the Td'*!
decade

The Canada Post executive was not

about to give much ground in what
must be an all too familiar argument
for him, given the alance of
postal service bashing at any level of
government not associated with the
operation of the federal service

Mr Darvill said Canada Post has
gone from a deficit of $600 milhon in
1981 to turning “a modest profit this
vear” The ation services 10
million addresses, he pomted out, a
number growing by 200,000 per
vear

He said independent surveys point
to “a consistent imprm'r-mmt“ In
service over the past two years and
added that “90 per cent” of users are

p of approval from council

satisfied with the newer retail out-
lety, a service the ation plans
on expanding by ird

Mr. Darvill re-affirmed that the
postal service “is in rural Canada to -
stay” and defended so-called
“su xes” by saying they allow
rural residents cost free delivery,
whereas usly rural dwellers
often had to rent lock boxes

In terms of wages spent purchas-
Ing postal services, anada’s mail
rates are the second-lowest in the
western world, he said, just behind
the United States, “a country with 10
times our F!Up\.lhtlun and a smalier
d

Traffic ins and outs solved for
$20-million Trillium Square

By ROB KELLY

The develo of the proposed
$20 millon mum Square at the
northeast comer of the intersection
of Martin Street and Steeles Avenue
£yt what they wanted from town
council’s general committee Monday
night, but it wasn't exactly a cause
for celebration among the projects
backers

Raffale Clausi, the principal land-
owner, said construction has already
been pmtponed for six months, with
the earliest possible grofind -breaking
date sometime this spnn “The
delay has been very costly. We'd like
to proceed despite the fact market
conditions are not the greatest.”

The 8.6-acre development s tO be
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constructed in phases, with the hrst
two segments as office space and the
northernmost remainder along Mar-
tin Street tentatively planned as a
major hotel

Developer ( ampbell Thompson
was there to represent Mr. Clausi. Mr
Thompson and his engineers had ar-
rived at an impasse with town public
works director John Matthews over
how many wvehicle entrances there
should be to the pr:r*rt}'

Town staff wanted three, and made
that recommendation formally to
council in a staft report

Mr. Thompson's group wanted
four-entrances, and in di t Joca-
tions from the town staff proposals

Eveftually councillors opted to go
with Mr. Thompson's suggestion
Mr. Thompson had argued that the
traffic patterns into and out of the
development will be light, despite at
least parking spaces, because the
first two buildings will be office
space, not stores

Indeed, even the final development,
a hotel, is expected to generate less
traffic movements than fetail zoning

However, Mr. Thompson argued
that traffic movements within the
proposed parking area will be con
fusing and ‘inconvenient unless tour
entrance/exms are Pn""r'idt‘d

My Matthews 1s worried that an

entrance along Steeles Avenue near
the intersection with Martin Street
will encourage drivers to attempt to
cross all the way into the turn lane to
o south on Martin Street. Mr
peon countered that such a
manoeuvre would be at best hughly
inconvenient for drivers, and they
will tend to ignore it in favor of a
more convenent entrance / exit
Under the tentatively approved
plan there will be an entrance/exit
on Steeles Avenue near Martin Street
and one o site Glen Crescent, a
street On tmrulh side of Steeles
Avenue. That way, if traffic patterns
warrant it in the future, lights can be
installed easily to control move
ments, Mr. Thompson pointed out
There will also be 4two
entrance /exits on Martin Street, with

' the southernmost one restricted S0

that exiting traffic can only go nght
(north) and inbound traffic can only
access the entrance from the
northbound side of Martin Street. A
median will stop southbound trafhc
from ‘hopping over

The developers have also agreed to
widen both roads for turmn lanes at
the other three entrance points

Mr Thompson said he hrp-'h :
have the h"\nlt’ ?"‘!"T"ih"l."‘! com D ieted
including the hotel, by the end- ot
1991
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