Here’s how to reduce the éost§ of hiring lawyers

Between you and the thickening
hycrl of incial, muni-
cipal, legislation stands the lawyer.

ﬁmm‘ng yourself from criminal
charges or civil suits usually means
h:rmlng an alliance with a lawyer
Such a relationship may have to en-
dure for months, perhaps years

Cﬂmp]dlrll tu the lawyer about
prices cha legal services will
threaten t sublht)r of the lawyer-
chient relationship.

Lawyers |are defensive about their
fees. And, ps a general rule, you need
the lawyet more than the lawyer
needs you |

Why let hagglmg antagonize your
hired “ally”? Go into the alliance
knowing t at lawyers are sometimes
NeCessary, ind alwavnu MSIVE.

Here areja dozen tips tr;t will help
you reduce, or at least control the
cost of hiring a lawyer.

1) Time s a mapr factor lawyers
take into cpnsideration when setting
up their costs. You can control part of
T;r costs by limiting the amount of
c@ntact yau have with the lawyer,
a maﬂ:r}g the most of those con-
tacts |

Expect to be charged for each time
you drop by the lawyer's office to
sc¢ how the case is going and for
cach telephone call you make to her
Before yoy pick up the telephone
ask vou ruhf if the call s/ realiyv necoes-
sary s there a cheaper way of get-
ting the *-.mu information’

It vou le‘ not hive without the
lawyer’s advice, keep a record of the
date, duration, and subjxt matter of
the call Pricise records will be usetul
1t vou t'i'.H"‘l-!'.Hr"l the bl

Most lawvers wall
you up-toqdate with deveiopments in
vour casad by way of a monthly
reporting Itl't r. in the |MT“,.: run this
may be Ljht aper, and you have a
written report. If she needs informa
tion trom you she will tele phone

When vou have an appeintment

take with] vou all documents that
may be important for that mocting

[ here's ng sense giving her another
item to add to the

agree 10 keep

»bill bevause vou
forgot to bring along the mortgage,
rental agrpement, marrjage contract,
or busines record

Before the meeting, | write down
any qus ttfunu that occur to you and
Im rmfmm facts concerning the 1ssue
A point-farm dist of fa¢ts mav help
you and ILl lawver understand the
pruhirm ti‘lh OT

At the dnd of the meeting deter
mine if vou should have another one,
and then s hedule it

) Find put If you qualify for free
k}..ll help|by applving to the Legal
Aid Plan |

1) The hl‘hln Hills Community
Legal € lm}t may be able to help you
with vour family benefits, landlord,
woltare, or workers' compensation
The legal (;Imu' sCrves chents from

|
|

OPTOMETRIST

[Dr. Strohan

878-3882

SHARON PRESSE

- R.N, LLB
Barrister & Solicitor
i

FAMILY LAW
& DIVORCE

Suite 301
205 Main Street
Milton, Ontario

within Halton. It's located at 72 Mill
Street, wn. Its telephone
number is 5256 and it's
weekdays from 9 am. to 5 p.m.
legal clinic advertises free legal ser-
vices for “the low iIncome com-
munity of Halton Region.”

What happens if you're financially
poor and you're charged with a
criminal offence’? That should be
covered by Legal Aid.

But if you don't qualiffz for such
services and you can’t afford to pay
for a lawyer? Lawyers like to believe
that no one who is too poor to pay a
lawyer will have to go unrepresented
in counrt

Shop around and see if you can
find a lawyer who will take on your
case for free, or at a cheaper than
usual rate.

In the words of The Canadian Bar
Association’s Code of Professional
Conduct: “Tt is in keeping with the
best traditions of the legal protession
to reduce or waive a fee In a situation
where there is hardship or poverty,
or the client or prospective chent
would otherwise fectively  be
deprived of legal advice or repre-
s¢ntation.”

4) Check 0 hnd out if vour
e¢mployer, labor union or guild has a
statf lawyer. He may be interoested in
VOUr Case

Fven if he can not assist vou direct-
ly, vou may learn his opinion of vour
casc OF he may steer you to a lawyer
kKnowledgeabie about the
vyOou are invoived with

5) If vou have been chargoed under
the Highway Traffic Act, vou may
want to consider hiring a para-icgal
service, rather than a lawver. Vara
legal services are private busi
they are not lawvers, but ofter
are cheaper than lawvers

) If vou use the Lawver Keterral
Lu rvice offered by the Law Society ot
Upper Canada, your first half-ho
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of consultation with the lawyer will

be free of charge if you mention that
ou used the service to find that
wyer.

Use this opportunity to determine
whether the problem you are facing
really ‘lihlrl‘i a lawyer to find a
solution may 1ugsrst other solu-
tions

To telephone the Lawyer Referral
Service from Qakville, dial 947-33%
Dial 1- 800-268-8326 from other parts
of Halton.

Briefly describe the problem you
are facing and where you live, then
the operator will give you the name
of a local lawyer who has indicated
an interest in your ty of problem
The service 18 aua:labr‘ durmg busi-
ness hours

7) When vou have selected a2
lawyer who you feel you can trust,
ask about how much the service will
cost you and what arrangements can
be made for payments

Do not be shy A clear under-
standing of the costs at the beginning
of the alliance decreases the prob-
ability of unhappy discoveres about
money mid-way Ihnrugh the case

A useful methdd of reducing the
chance of a later dispute, 1§ for vou to
have the lawyer estimate the charges

g for vour records

rirten ostimaltda Llilh:i"f to b
; ¢ in straight forward cases I
the case is expected to be compii
cated  the lawver should be able to
i the charges and

W nt out anvy uncertainties so- that
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SLIiMatye SO
I
vOou can make an informaed decision
gnusual or unfore-
it will ettect the bl
the lawver shou vdin it to you
Man JENY O all
vou, perhaps monthly. This nu‘*"u»d.
,1'._.r1.~.;~ You 1o hn'}‘ tr.hh of how
wch vou owe and for ‘ﬁ*-"".l.'.’
viies U you mab » have a
rle bill at the ong
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‘90 Home Show January
1! vour home related busSiness
weekly customers at Milton Mal!

4632

WANTED'

New is the ime 10 reserve space for your business in the Milten Mall Liestyle
31 to February 3
Coung

l'l"'-;'_'.r' i

The o fenkins-“Agency

"he Jontny Agency siso organues Mome Shows in Brampton Uslteile Burtinglton Mss srougs

usSe exposure to the thousanas 0!
ontact today Dave Jenkins at 827

Yuk Yuks

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26,1990

$21%/person

(includes meal & ehow)

Please reserve,

»

1 BAYRISCHER HOF FAMILY RESTAURANT

324 Steeles Ave., East, Milton
878-1110

INTRODUCING

H HOME-GUARD

RESIDENTIAL SURVEILLANCE SERVICE
WE OFFER:

# REGULAR ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE #
% ROUND THE CLOCK EXTERIOR INSPECTIONS #

#* DAILY INTERIOR EXAMINATIONS #
PLUS"
 Pet Feeding + Plant Watering - Light Rotation
» Newspaper & Mail Pick-Up.

DON'T LEAVE YOUR HOME UNATTENDED

CALL TODAY (416) 878-1920

Remember there’s no discount or
refund if re unhm:lh the
muhollmla

8) Fmdot.rnl‘mhe-r lawyers, senior
or junior, will be called into to assist
the lawyer you've been talking to,
and what their fees are. These should
show up on the bill.

9) You can save money by gather-
iIng up essential records, yourseif

0) If you learn of an important
change in your legal circumstances,
let your lawyer know immediately,
because you do not wish to be
raymg for his ime when it may no
onger be necessary

11) Check from time to time to
determine from vyour records
whether the bill is remaining within
the estimate

12) Something to consider if vou
have no plans to be associated with a
lawyer for the long-term is to have
her bill assessed

An assessmemt 1s In effect a chal-
lenge to the lawyer for her to justify

her bill to you. Often it’s successful.
A court official, not a judge, cond ucts
a hearing .concerning bill with
you and the lawyer, then makes the
decision

Take to the hearing, which usually
lasts about an hour, any records of
meetings and telephone calls.

In Halton you apply for an assess-
ment hearing to the Local Registrar
of the Supreme Court of Ontario at
the Steeles Avenue courthouse
Milton

The application for an assessment
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must be started 1n the ;unsdu:*tmn.!

where the: lawver lives, rather than
w here she has her othice

The application has to be made
within 30 days of receipt of the bill
There's a $25 application fee If you
are successful, you may ask the court
official to add in the costs of the as-
sossment

Lawyers use the assessment proce-
dure as a tactic to,collect unpad
bill

BUSINESSMEN'S
LUNCHEON SPECIAL
SERVED EVERY DAY

WE ARE PLEASED TO LOOK AFTER
BIRTHDAY PARTIES FOR KIDS 6 - 96

370 Main St.

878-2889

STOP SMOKING

LIGHT LASER IS the safe, fast and

easy way 1o quit.

ONE TREATMENT is all you usually need.

- only *100%

For an appointment call:

The Light Laser Way
878-5029

Evenings or Weekends
6 p.m.to 10 p.m.

The Halton Board of Education
FRENCH IMMERSION

PROGRAMS

Information meetings are being heid 10
explam Grade 1 and Grade 7 French
Immersion programs, starting In
September 1890

Monday, January 22, 1990, 700 pm
Robert Little Public School
41 School Lane

GEORGETOWN - Thursday, January 11, 1990, 730 p m
George Kennedy Public School
75 Weber Drive

MILTON -

Thursday, January 18, 1990, 7

1Spm

E W. Foster Public School
320 Coxe Boulevard

:

. Pat Hilthouse

Chawr

Bob Wilkams
Director
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