I dw Howe

Gretzky and owe, two of the best | falv—v.

| dm- auwed b, (Gorde) Howe ®%en
would come on the we He was g legend, and acted ke
# When W got 2 penally e would go o the box
anthowut @ word ”

“Is Gretzhky the best player | ever saw” That's hard
to say, because he sn ! as spectacular, as many of s
predecessors As far & haveng @ feel for the gome
theve has berm mo ome betler have bern betler
skaters, better shooters, and better stickhandlers. but
none of them have put of al together [ke Gretzhy has
He does o all, both on and o the wor. and has bern g

- grew! asset Lo the sport of hockry

These words from mv book, Callmg The Shots,
sum up my feelings about two hne atMetes, Coe-
and Wavne Gretzky, and I'm sure

| those feelings are shared by most of vou

!

| ust how magmhoently they

| aspects he

| suppose the difference tor
there on the e with each of tpfm and realizing
aved the game |
have heard p'ln'rn sav that st being on a team
with one of them brought out the best in them-
seives This is also true as an offiaal when vour
awn level of intensity moves up a notch What a
treat — to be on the ke and have a closeup look
at théir mastery of the sport'

I'm not sure of the total impact Mowe had on
the game of hockey, but I'm sure one of the
introduced was to have opposing
plavers .emember to keep their heads up He
Was SO Strong he never had to resont to any
violent acts. but cheéck him a little too hard and
then you had better ook out .

Many times | saw Mm gt checked and then
take that sidewavys glance that he was tamous
tor, and | knew that the plaver who wronged
Howe was in trouble and |, as a referee, had to e

| extra alert. Manv fimes 1t dtin't matter — he

ustangs skating but
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BRUCE HOOD

could leave his famous elbow’s mark or a shon
chop with the stick and continue on up ice as i
nothing had happened while the player he
checked would be Iving on the e wondenng

what happened to him!
This week both Howe's and Gretzky's many

talents were allowed to come front and centre for

all to acknowledge Not just the all-time sconing
mark Howe established in his 26 vears#f the
NHL and Gretzky echipsed 1n just 11, but also
therr qualities as human bexngs, both on and off
the e, were shown to all

Big Cordwe came from a small town in Sas-
katchewan and | remember reading how excrted
he was when Jack Adams, then general manager
of the Detroit Red Wings, gave him a pcket with
the Red Wing emblem on it when he first oined
the club He was a very humbie lad then and
remains so to this day

As tor “The Kid” as Gordie calls him. Wavne 1s
from a similar mold and has proven his ability
also' goes tar bevond the game of hockey
Wouldn't it be something to see hum in action as
a4 qu.lm-rtuch in toothall, sinking baskets in the
NBA, or batting cleanup in the World Senes?

It vou compare his accomplishments to stand-
ards in other sports, it 1s 6bvious be would be
head and shoulders above all others. /as would

Howe. They say that Howe used to go and*work
out with the baseball Tigers in Detroit and could
hit the ball out of the park with the best

Then along came Wavne Gretzky, and it was as
if he had arrived from another planet, or at least
from European hockey, as he changed the way

the game is fblavad at the forward position Now |

It Sems as if every
1 plaving in a razzle dazzle fashion with the old
saying “stay on your wing” now a thing of the
past

The first ime | refereed a game he played in, |
was amazed at his Jevel of intensity. it seemed
when he came on the e for the faceot he al-

laver that comes onto the e |

rcady knew what was going to happen dunng |

the rmumg play and usually he made sare he
was nght

shift he takes

here 18 a level of electnaty gn every |

The game of hockey has gone through many |

khangﬁ over the vears, but it's stll

a game |

Lﬁavud by grown boys with a keen sense of fun |

Thn

their  greatest  attribute great

"ng

Canadians who demonstrate this best and have |

contrnbuted to our great game and r
country, Howe and Gretzky, are ‘hwj' worthy of
all the accolades huv-d upon them

Lan vou imagine Wavne Gretzky not qualih
ing for Rookie of the Year when he first entered |
the Natnonal Hockey L-.n., ue because he had |
plaved in the World Hockev Association? He
currentlv holds 51 records in the NHL and thas
makes a mockery of the ru Ich apphed
Dack thén. And what now with the Sovat
plavers, all veteran pros, bemng 1'1.,1“1 tor the
award this season. An addity’ Yes, but not
surprising. More on this in another column’

t u."hn; Ihe ‘»,,ﬂwn s now available in paperback
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13.9%

FIXED RATE LOANS
MINIMUM
$7500.00

'ANY PURPOSE

AVOID THE LINE UPS!

ROYAL BANK

VISIT OUR TWO BRANCHES IN TOWN_
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Rayal City Realty Ltd
876-1156
SUN.. OCT 29, 1-4 PM

14 1-.-r#
Qerand 0 attencancs

Royal City Realty Ltd
876-1156
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SUN. OCT. 29, 1-&PM

Royal City Realty Ltd
876-1156

SAT OCT.28 1-4PM
SUN. OCT. _'29, 1-4PM
Royal City Realty Ltg
§76-1156

SUH._ OCT 29, 1-4 P.M

- : T‘ i
Floyal Caty Realty Ltd\
| 876-1156
SUN: OCT. 23, 1-4 PM
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Hoyal Cury Huny Ltd
____B76-1156

SAT OCT 23 14PM

Rﬁii Cary Huiry Lt'd
___B76-1156

sun OCT. 29 upu

Royal Cny Fleafry Lid
§76-1156

SUN. OCT. 29, 1-4 PM

Royal City Reaity Lid
876-1156

SUN. OCT. 29

SUN.OCT 29 130-400PM

Hoyal City Realty L.'.".'J
876-1156

Remax Miltov ne Realty Corp
87 2365

2 00-4°00 PM

| |
|

SUN. OCT. 29. 1:00-400 PM

Healty World
8/0-113]

SUN. OCT 29 1:00-4 00 PM

I .
Reaity World
e7e-1130

SAT OCT 28 1:00-4.00 P M

Century 21 Golden Real Estate
8§78-8495

SUN. OCT. 29 2:00-4'00 P M
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NRS Millpond Reaity Inc . Reaitor

8752077

SAT. & SUN. OCT 28. 29
24P M

Countrywmde Campbelivilie Reatly Inc

854-22%4
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