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Paddy Townson

Mrs. Townson, this year’s chairper-
son of the Santa Claus Parade Com-
mittee, was' refern t0 that half-
hour of panic last November when
the Miiton Santa Claus Parade had
begun its purney along Main Street
and Santa was nowhere to be found
She eventually tracked him down
and thankfully, the afternoon went
smoothly apart from the downpour

The day of the parade is the cul-
mination of months of planrung by
the committee which ‘met for the first
time in early August. The group con-
sists of 15> volunteers, many of whom
fFetum vear after year, mainly be-
Cause they have fun working
t her to Orgapize the parade

do 1t for the kids.” said Mrs

Townson

Even before the August meeting
Mrs. Townson had already contacted
the nine bands which have to be
booked as much as a year and half in

advance. Some of the bands we’ll be
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Pho by JOHN WARREN

Miton Community and information Services (MCIS), an umbrella organization for social service agencies
and Information Milton, recently donated $1,300, raised through bingo, 1o the Santa Claus Parade Commit-
10e. From left 10 right are: Johnson, chairman of the parade commitiee, Sue McCormack, program co-
ordinator for CHERISH Parent-Child Centre, Shelagh Dobson, private home daycare co-ordinator for
CHERISH, Lorl Chapman, MCIS president, Cindy Farrell and Mavis Rogers of the parade commitiee, Barb
Robb of the 1own's Department of Leisure Services, and Barb O'Keefe and Meg Barker of the parade com-
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hearing include. the Burlington Teen
Tour Band, the Halton Regional
Police and the Milton and District
Pipe Bands, the York Lions Steel
Band, and three’ drum and bugle
corps (nm,{!_u'nrr il Rldgt‘
Raiders, Cadets of Dutch Bovs

The committee’s budget for the
year 15 S12500. over one half of
which will be used to pay the bands
and maprettes. Unfortunately the
CoOmmitter can t wave a magic wand
tor this amount of matenialize thev
have to raise 1t through various
means — by selling raffle tickets, for
exampie. However, thanks to Milton
Community and Information Ser-
vices, they have been relweved of that
particular task this vear. In August
the MCIS donated to the Santa Claus
Pﬂfidt‘ ' (tlmmlnll‘ one Ot Ite
fundraising bingo nights at which
the committee made $1 U0

The committee’s principle source
Of revenue comes from  serviee
STOups, community organizations,
sports teams and businesses. This en-
tails mailing 1,500 letters requesting
donations. just by chance, a group of

Fiber Facts
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jdwet, 15 tound in fresh frusts a.ndl
vegetables and whole grains Because
|1t absorbs water in the large intes
tune, hiber promotes faster transit
lumn Ol hn,_l'! 'thrnugh the dlgt'hh?t
tract It has acrually been shown in
1mmr CaAses 10 lower hkuiih:ln
terol levels

The Diet Center Program pro-
vides plenty of fiber from the above-
mentoned foods Dier Center has
always believed that eating a fiber
rich deet starts by selecting foods that
come in Narure's Wrapper™ and by
avording foods that are highly pro-
cessed and refined

with ESTHER CALDWELL (3

VOUng peopie happened to be Jook -

Ing for a community service prosect

t0 carry out, and %0 It ‘was that or
one Fnday last month, 25 girls from
the 7th Milton Cuides spent one and
a half hours folding letters and stut
Ing and sealing them in envelopes

FIMHM'_ committe members and
their aunts, uncles, kids, neighbours %
dress up in costumes and walk the
parade route selling balloons and _
pennants. (The younger clowns pass
put candy.) The Rotary Club also as
sists by n‘iih‘t":mg donations Jnlpp-ﬂ
nto buckets attached to therr tma-.
MOtOMECd vehicles

Mrs. Townson has no idea of how
many peopie participate in the one
and-" a-halt-hourdong parade, but
there are about 75 entnes floats
walking groups, bands, cars, horses
Those groups designing floats car
decide whether or not 10 enter one
that 1s in keeping with the parade s
theme, which tor RS YWar |Is Home

fownson was especially im

pressed a couple of vears ago when 4
m*rghhmrhu.: KX T"Lk'_l.".’:"’ﬂ‘f 0 Con
struct and nde on a float. She woulyd
ke 0 se¢ more of that kind of com
ITUNITY 1INYDIVYOMMent

A tew davs betore the parade Mr«
Townson, Frank Reeves, the parade
marshall, Wendy Ferguson. the assis
tant’ parade marshall, and the other
committee members daetirmine the
order of the :"r'tru-ﬂ

Traditionally. the Milton ‘and *Dis
tnct Pipe Band leads the parade, fo
lowed by fire that car
Mdae 4 fd‘j' .;:t'!d'ﬁ aV¥Y 1IN0 Case OF 'imy
seel bands spook horses, so -the
committee members have to make
sure they're not too close to one
ANOt her

.-h" tflh -

The Brampton Optimist Maoretres
~ 6-10-yvear-old girls — alwave ook
torward to mdra.‘*rr‘g_ iIN Tont of thw
Burlington Tetn Tour Band which
comes Just before Santa

Thl"!'t‘: 1s only one drawback* for
Mrs. Townson. She doesn’t Ret tO sew
the results of all those hours of work
She remains at the fairgrounds unt)l
Santa has finally departed and then
she heads for the parade’s final stop

As the date for the parade ap
proaches, the committee meets more
frequently, but once it's over the
members give themselves a breather
of a n'-upi* of weeks before recon
vening to discuss the high and low
points of the big day

This year’s parade will be held
Sunday Nov. 19 at 2 pm. The com
mittee and no doubt, all participants,
are hoping for a warm, sunny day

Activities for seniors

The next two Tuesdays will be
busy at the Senior Citizens’ Recrea
tion Centre at 21 Charles Street. On
COct. 10, from 47 p.m. the Senior
Citizens’” Orchestra will be playing at,
the Thanksgiving Dance dost s
$3. Lunch is provided and there will
be door prizes and a cash bar

A fashion will be held on
Jct. 17 fsom 3-5 p.m. Family and Co-
mpany (lormerly Generations) will
display and sell clothing for all ages
— male and female — as well as toys
and games. Here's an opportunity to
do some early Christmas sl'op;n&zd

A 10-week rrogam ns
nesday Oct. 18, from 93-11 am

Members pay $10, non-members $12
Line dancing has been a ract
IViIty at the centre. A inners’ class
starts Thursday Oct. 19 from 130
pm. This drop-in program costs $3
each time. For those people who love
to dance but have no partners, this
style of dancing fits the bill
Scl#lcummg tours organized by the -
C include: shopping at Coyles,
Tender Tootsies and a cookie outlet
on Oct. 27; the Mum Flower Show at
Park and the Hamilton Parade
of (variety show) in November;
and Akron, Ohio for a two-day stay
at the Quaker Square Hilton and at-

tendance at a of Peter
| Pan (Now. ID-IJ;_




