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Getting a home inspector is worth the outlay

Canadian home buyers spend a mere 20
minutes opening cupboards and trying out
faucets before deciding a given house is wore
thy of a six-figure investment - for a
$160,000 house, that's about five minutes of
scrious thought for cach $40,000 worth of in-
vosimoent.

Litthe wonder a growing number of home
buycrs, wary of succumbing too quickly to
the charms of their dream home, subpct it to
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$255 000 —. Large family home
1400 sq It Features
DAINRS F OO
new kitchen 00!
central ar andd maore

845 2340 pager

f3‘+F
4 tji-h:'hjr]f?'l“ 1

upyrattes mcliude
'hlllffﬂl,'r‘ r""_ _"f

JUNE

-;'I.j";,

BENNETT

OAKVILLL
842-1920 or 338-2210

e ROYAL C1

BRI ANy - ITSITEn

ANNOUNCEMENT
ROYAL CITY REALTY LTD. is pleased 10
announce that SANDRA BAILEY has
joined the ROYAL CITY TEAM. SANDRA
comes 10 us with expenence in the Milton
and district real estate market, and would

De
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10 assist you with all your real
Plaase feal fee 1o chat with
SANDRA at 876- 1156 or
(519) 658-9040

84 ONTARIO 8T. MILTON
£76-1156 OR TOR. LINE 826-6300
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a thorough inspection by a professional
home inspi‘tt:r'bvfun'- signing on the dotted
hine.

— “There has boen growth in home in-
spoction services 4 tano,” said Ontano

Real Estate Registraf@6ra de la Cruz.

“As the market grows more complex, these
scrvices have become very popular. | find
consumers are bocoming better educatod
about housing issucs all the time.”

And more cautious. One Southern Ontario
couple was rcady to sign an offer to pur-
chase a lakefront home when they suddenly
remembered stories they had heard of mar-
shy grdind in the arca. They hired a former
engincer who inspected  the house and
reported the couple would need at lcast
$12.000 to correct several cracks in the foun-
dation -- either that or live with a basemont
full of water every spnng

The couple bought the house anyway, but,
armod  with their inspection report, they
negotiated a new price from the scllors.

Idcally, says Mrs. de la Cruz said, house

hunters should line up a quahfwd Inspection
service long before they tour their first “open
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Doug Meal, Sales Rep
Res 8778279
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THIS ONE IS DIFFERENT

Well-mantained 3 bedroom townhouse,
private rear yard, 90% finished base-
ment Newly decorated kitichen, mapie
flooring through hall & dining room
Includes own garage, also 4 pc, & 2 pC
bath. Asking $154 900 A pleasure 10
view. Make an offer. Call Doug Meal
NRS9169
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GREAT NEWS!

ACT...NOW
You st have a chance 10 be the owner of this
beautiful home, 3 bedrooms, brick firepiace in

IVing room, separate dining room.
SPRCIAL OUTDOOR FEATURES:

impressive rustic red flag stone walkway to
entrance continuous 1o large patiq. Extrg large
geck with brick barbecue. Listed at only
$189,900.

Act Now and Call Today

Cal
JOYCE SCOTT

Joyce Sco't Real Estate Inc.

878-1526

house.” Although most companics Tan ar-
range inspection within 24 hours notice, last-
minute arrangemems could mean delays or
rushoed choices.

However, no matter how rushed they be-
come, the registrar warns home buyers to
cohsider carcfully any inspectors récom-
mendod by real estate salespoople or
brokers.

She says inspectors who regularly get busi-
ness through particular real estate-brokers or
sales representatives are in effoct working
for the people selling homes, rather thap the
buycr

“Some might be tempted to do inspoections
that put the houscs in a favourabic hght,”
she says. “It's a risk of bias you can avoid by
finding your owninspegtor.”

The best recommendations are often those
of fnends and neighbours. Local builders’ or
engincers’ associations are other good sour-
ces. Many home inspectors are trained en-
gineers or architects, or former builders

If necessary, simply get the names of a few
firms from the arca phone book, but be sure
to ask the companies for references from
past customers — and check them. {t's yital

to ask.a lot of questions, she says. .
Home inspectors are not licensed or

istered by the provinaal government,
and so do not need any particular qualifica-
yon to advertise their services. All the more
reason' to check references carefully at the
outset.

Make sure the ins looks at every-
thing, including the electrical and heating
systems, the foundations, roof, and plumb-
ing system. And don’t overlook the chimney:
a chimney in poor repair is a fire hazard and

~ can cost thousands to replace.

Most companies spend at least two to
three urs on the site Costs vary
throughout the province, and rangie up to
about $300 for the average home. However,
many buyers, eager to save money, forego
the inspection altogether.

“Strangely enough,” says Mrs. de la Cruz,
“Many people think they can walk around a
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CENTURY CANADIANA

Beautiful stone home on 4+ escarpment
acres offers 2500 sf+ unfinished attic. Many
original features including staned glass,
wood tnm, maple/pine floors.
Was $469,000 Now $439,000.
Call Daphne J, Coulter 876-11566

M-8208

64 ONTARIO ST, MILTON
876-1156 or TOR. LINE 826-6390

DEMAND THE BEST HREALTOR

" Family of Builders

OPEN HOUSE

Take #7 Hwy N.. to Rockwood, signs on left
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house and know whether it's sound Peuple
who have hnished a basement or painted a
kitchen a few times suddenly see themselves
as structural engineers.”

She cautions these buyers against false
cconomy. “You may save a few hund red dol-
lard, but have to spend thousands on repairs
or renovations later”™

If you uncover major structural dcfocts
aftcr yOu move in, your recourses are more
limited. In Ontario, consumers who pur-
chase a new home from a builder registorcd
with the Ontario New Home Warranty Plar
pay a small premium and arc covered undor
the plan, which insurcs the homou wner
against majpor defects for five ycars

Buyers of older homes faced with a prob-
lem can contact their regional consumor scr-
vice burcaus in Ontario for advice and pos-
sible mediation

Howoeve r, the bost detence may e a gu.n..i
oftence.

“Arm yoursclf with a professional inspoc
tion report at the outset,” she recommends
“And be choosy about which inspection lirm
you hire. Shop around and be particularly
concerned about the inspector’s qualihicas
tions.”

Most firms will provide a verbal summary
of majpr findings on the spot, followed a3 few
days later by a detailed written report. If the
company guarantees the accuracy of its hind-
INES, get it in Writing

When you've found a suitable property,
your next step should be to ask your lawyer
to make the offer conditional upon obtainirg
a satisfactory report from a home inspector
of your choice - someone who'll spend maorc
than 20 minutes reviewing the object of your
20-year commitment.

J A ministry brochure on buying a home
is- available. For a free copy, contact the
Consumer Information Centre at 555 Yonge
St.. Toronto, M7A 2H6, (416) 963-1111 or
toll free at 1-800-268-1142. They TTY | TDD
line for the hearing impaired s (416) 563-
0808.
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JUST MOVE IN
Located in the Vilage of Campbelvile, this
mmaculate 'wo storey offers three spacious
bedrooms, twoO washrooms, large wichen
with walkout, separate dining room, formal
ving room, main floor ‘amily room wilh
freplace and walkou!, study, partially inished
basement and a mature lot. Offered a!
$349 900 Ask for B Cume M-9245

64 ONTARIO ST., MILTON

DEMAND THE BEST HEALTOR

ROCKWOOD - "MILL RUN" ESTATES

Sat. & Sun. 1-4:30 pm

ERIC ZBOROWSKI
(519) 836-9660
OR

REALTOR  (510) 821-4919
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