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Feature Writer
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VR TS
AN 10r 3 coupie of vears with Radwo Noederand during whxn
Lme he was betrendad by a Canaduan diplomat who advised
DIM O enter the foreign semvice He went back to « NOO SOINg 2
degroe at the Unuversityv of Torornto and carr nga Woodrow Wi
son Fellowship to study at Nornthwestern University in ( NICARO
Mhen, back T.I.#cl'...jh..l and External Affairs

By the ime my brother and | came along we were all
tor Beirut, my father s first diplomati postgng. It would not be
Nis last. My brother and | would grow up in Havana, Cuba and
Leneva Switzerland as well as intermittont stints back home in
Ltawa. Consequently, “home” bosame wherever my parcnts
were, and it was remarkabie stable, too, considenng the miicage

The eternal struggle between fathers and sons made itself
manifest in our household st before my carly teens. It's dif-
hcult to say just who declared war on whom If you asked my
tather or |, you'd probably get two wildly divergent answers
My mother would Eulubly £0 and make coffee for a couple of
hours, and my ther would go downstairs to watch
television. Forever

The outcome, however, lsted into my early 20s. Whatever
my father wanted, | wanted something else

Each developed an uncanny ability to provoke the other
through tones of voice, and | seemed to have inherited his
abulity to mimic. | freely admit that | would not have wanted to
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* as Father's Day approaches

Writer Michael Rotve is shown here with his father Alan
8 retired Canadian diplomat, at the Canadian embassy in
Beirut In 1965
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raise me, but, to be fair, my father was not the sor
DICK down from|a confrontation either It was hardest on =y
mother and brother tho IR, and SO al > |
boarding « hool |
f Manitoba, | missed n
wokd forward ![ Christmas, Easter and the summer | 2’
P ated them more
'a...'ph..' that potnt Hut we "--Jt+ ought iterly when | was home

| had begun modelling locally in Ottawa at 16, and by 18| had
worked 1n Montréal and Winnipeg as well As | had met with
some success, after high school graduation | took off to Europe
and was apped by a Pans agency which got me some work
while | was there. My modeling was always a bone of contention
with my parents, especially, it scemed, with my fathgr, who was
afraid | was going to drop out of school. The thdught never
crossed my mind, but | interpreted their concern for my future as
a termbile Lack of support for what | wanted to do, at least then

Living in the shagow of my father was painful for me while |
was tTying to assert my independence and find my own worth
Much in the way a drowning person fights off (and sometimes
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PRTUMSs or the nr«
time | saw a carcfree, Lughing man with his stufning young
bnde He looked [ike me The expression in our eves is the ame
And as | watched the distinguished former d plomat cuttang hus
acre Of grass on the tractor, it suddenly wasn't 0 hard 0 soe him
On a motorcycie undoer the hot Bermuda sun with my mothet

Op the day that | left them to returmn home. mv father
received two congratulatory letters, one from Fxternal Affairs
Minister Joe Clark, and one from the Prime Minuster He just
shrugged them off and said, “Oh, Penny, put them away ”

The funny thing is, he meant it And as | said goodbye to this
man whom I've known longer than any man | know, | saw
that, all along, what | wanted more than anything was to be
like him My greatest fear was that | never could

With any kind of luck, someday | will
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