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Health system sick

They're fed up and they're not going to take it any more!

They are the province's Red Cross homemakers and ‘it’ is
their embarrassingly low wage. A of homemakers, 500
sirong, were at Queen's Park M to demand better pay
Among them were 10 from north |

These health-care professionals have been quietly saving
taxpayers’ money for years by keeping older adults and the
disabled away from costly -institutionalized care, Regular
visits f homemakers allow many to live independently in
mom othetwise would be in hospital or nursing
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For their diligent care and much-needed 'service,
homemakers are paid about $6 an hour  The turnover rate for
the province is 75 per cent. Who can blame homemakers for
moving on to betier paying jobs”

Women aren’t taking | to cover cost of “extras’’ any
more. Many are working for their bread and butter. A $6 per
hour job barely affords day-old bread and margarine.

The trend toward home care and away from institu-
tionalization was established to cut health care costs. It has
worked. But those savings have not been passed along to the

¢ who made the trend a reality.
homemakers know just how valued their service is but
they can’'t take that know to the bank. They took it in-
stead to Queen’s Park and have made demands they should
never have been forced to make.

The health care system is seriously ill when the govern-
ment can't up decent wages for these indispensable
professionals. A quick cure is needed

Strike not solution

Finally

After what seemed to be an eternity, ambulance attendants
in Halton and Mississguga voted to accept the latest contract
and return to work in two weeks.

They've been on a legal strike for five months and while
many might argue the negotiating process works, it really
didn’t in this case.

Faced with permanently losing their jobs should they re-
main on strike another week, the membership was forced, or
backed themselves into a corner, depending on yeur political
views, o accept the latest offer.

Perhaps the union’s . Perhaps the
company's stand was too rigid. It really doesn’t matter. What
does matter is that for the past five months Halton has put up
with less-than-standard ambulance service.

This is no way to run an ambulance service.

Ambulance service should be considered an essential ser-
vice. If ngt, then allow competitors in the
enterprise which can deprive or reduce essential services to
the public is only inconveniencing the public.

Secondly, there’s no reason a settiement couldn’t be impos-
ed by a mediator. The company might not like it because it
will be forced to pay amounts it may not have in its coffers.
Union members might not like bec:ue they have less say in

the matter.
Thirdly, there’'s something about”a for-profit ambulance
service is scary. Maybe it's the way of the future, with
more responsible management, we're not sure. But we
couldn’t imagine a for-profit police force or fire department
and we don’t see that much of a difference.
Clearly, five-month ambulance strikes aren't
we want. It would be considerably helpful if the respons
Ewinthl ministry would do something to ensure they don't
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One Year Ago

From the Wedne Jammary 11, 1988 lssue

* The Milton . ﬂmm
project on Bronte isn't o fall apart but the
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gther player’s bids. e $3-iniiion, 35 housing develop
sorely needed shot in the arm for

housing starved at any price
set 1o make the seventh annual
Milton Winter Carnival in February one of the best yet
The threeday camnival scheduled for Feb 57 en
courages Milton residents to come out of hibernation
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from home that is. The six-member team from Milton
District High School was selected (o represent Canada
al the International School Federation cross-country
championships in Luxemburg in March

20 Years Ago

From the Wednesday January 15, 195 hsae
* The unpleasant task of @ Lckets Lo owners
of cars snow removal in Milton fell 1o the
Milton Plice Force the past few days Police

chief Ray Andress stated ma jority of citizens have
been very tive in lﬁ-t::r vehicles in
driveways lo the plows and a clear path

* Happiness, if you happen to be 100 years old, is a bag
birthday , & plant cake, and visits from all of your

Edith L. Greene of Halton Centennial

will be on displa
day afternoon
its annpal sled races at Carlisle
* Two cars received a total of 450
Saturday when they collided in Milton
font

50 Years Ago

From the Tharsday January 15, 1939 sne
* Notice ~ The annual meeting of Milton Cemetary
Company will be heid in the Farmer s Building. Milton
on Jan. 16th, 1999 at 3 pm. All shareholders are inviled




