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Evervthing is new and

in the Central Ontario Jr B ev
League this season There are new
divisions new leams and a new com-
petitive attitude. This week The
Champion is looking at all seven
teams Milton Merchants will face
this season

MILTON MERCHANTS

Optimism seems to be the key
word around the Milton Merchants
Jr B hockey team'thus year

Owner Brad Grlr}w hoping a new
coach, a raft of new players and a
new attitude brings Merchants
the success they have been craving
for the last few years

The new coach is Gary Ford, most
recently the of the all-Ontano
champion lle juvenile team
in 1986, and a f signee with the
Montreal Cana and a 12-year
minor leaguer —

Ford has come in with his whisk in
action, sweeping out most of last
year's leam

“Right now there will only be
about seven guys with the team who

Yalso played last season,” said Ford

“We re not necessarily going to have
a young team but we will definitely
have a2 new leam

Probably the most impressive
newcomer of the young season has
been Corey Vincent, a Mississauga
native who played in the Streetsville
organization last year He Ll be shar
ing the goaltending duties with Alex
Piazza. a returner from last year s
squad

On defence there will only be twy

layers back from last year. Local

y Bryan Haringa and Paul Jed
fertes are both returming 1o a
backline which will see live new
{aces Paul Allen, another Milton
product, will be a regular member
as will Paul Hartley, Paul Harron,
Damian St Crotx and Bob Anderson

‘We've got a good mixture on the
backline.”' said Ford "“There are
some guys with size, some with
speed It's just a matter of getung
some ying time together under
our befts

l'&irma the scorng load will fall
o four veterans still around
"hris Reter. George Bach, Scotl
Gale and Dave D Amico

‘Rever been playing jusl super
so far.”” praised FG’J
and D'Amico have also been show
ing good leadership We're still look
ing for a couple of pure scorers
though | guess you can never have
o0 many of those

With all the new faces around, the
Merchants will likely start slowly
but with some playing time and a
chance to get 10 know each other,

they should surprnse some poeple by

“Bach. Gale

games lo get going.

Oakville boasts its own version of
the ‘‘Bruise Brothers’' on the
backline with veterans Bryan

Morgan, Mark Van Viiet and ri

rough going last year

And don't forget burly newcomer
Mike Beriet who comes to Oakville
from the Wexford midgets He goes
6-foot-2 and 190 lbs. and loves lo
throw his body around. Ted Dowling.
of the Mississauga Braves midget
corps, and local Marc Flindall, from
the ‘AAA’' bantams, round out the
rearguards

Shawn Thompson, Brent
Mahoney, who IS yedr's team
captain and feisty John Duff are the
veterans amongst the forwards

New locals are Rob Ricketts and
Shawn Kelly Ricketts was up-and
down between the '‘AAA’ midgets
and the big club last season while
Kelly t for the ‘AAA’ bantams

New imports are Paul Priestner
from the Burlington ‘AAA bantams
(6-foot-2 190 Ibs. ), Mike Foy from the
Mississauga Blackhawks midgets
(injured last year), Michael Orzel
and Chris Krbavac from the
Hamilton Huskies midgets, Michael
Zita from the Toronto Marles
midgets

Playing on AP cards this year will
be Marty Savoy. Kris Spoar and Joel
Montminy

Walker is looking to the duo of
Orzel and Krbavac to provide some
scoring punch. The two played on
the same line for the Huskies

Alcock. the team's lone M-year
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old. will handie the bulk of the net-
minding duties He will be backed up
for the time being by local Gien
Williams from last year's ‘AAA
bantams.

Williams' teammate, Sean Lovisa,
may also be called up from time to
time

GM Murray Walker _likes
Williams' quickness and ability to
concentrate

“Williams (Glen) has got good
reflexes.”’ Walker stated. "“He's a
flood goalie and reacts well

eis a student of the game.

BURLINGTON COUGARS

They are not very Dig, nor are they
very experi but the Burlington
Cougars will have one quality in
great doses — feistiness

There are only & returnees
from last year's edition on this
year's club. None of their top SiX
scorers are back. In fact a
defenceman, James O'Brien, has
the highest point total of those retur-
ning. °

But the deceptively inexperienced
Burlington unit displayed enough
savvy to reach the semi-finals of a
junior ‘B’ tournament hosted by
Richmond Hill recently

“We had some injuries and we
were down lo 14 ters al one
point,”’ said Cougars GM Joe Walsh
“They showed determination, effort
and heart.

Brian Gregory, who plays goalie,
is the lone veteran. He posted a 3. 42
goals against average in jusi under
15 games, including three shutouts
last season

Stoney Creek junior 'C’ acquisilion
Sean Dasilio is the other netminder
He was drafted by the London
Knights in this year's Ontaro
Hor:!cy League (OHL) draft but was
a late cut

O'Brien (10 goals and 29 assists in
43 games last season) and Andrew
Moir (five goals and 28 assists in &
contests) stabilize the backline

Newcomers are Burlington ban-
tam Greg Ryan, Burlington midgets
Peter Hassard, Christian Keogh and
Brad Rollo. The one to watch, accor-

ing to Walsh, is Ryan

“He's (Ryan) got good size, bhe
said. ‘‘He's learning and improving
all of the time.

Up front the Cougars pboast
returnees Dino Felicetti (15 goals
and 21 assists in 41 games), Rob
Beraldo (12 goals and 18 assists in 40
games) and Rob Honighan (seven
goals and 11 aspists in 16 games)

Rookies here are Burlington ban-
tam Andrew Pearce who is coming
off a major heart operation, Burl-
ington midget Jason Rogers and
Mississauga Torspos junior ‘B
transfer Joe Kenney

Down the middie the Cougars have
veteran Kevin Gauthier (eight goals
and 22 assists in 43 games) and
rookies Scott McKay (Burlington
bantam ). Cory Holbrough (Burl
ington midget) Kenney can also
pl.lller centre

evin Gushie (2 goals and 10
assists in 4 contests) is the lone
returnee on the right flank. New
{aces areé Ancaster midget Peter
Romeo. Burlington midget Scot!
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aring up for;season

Laird, Burlington juvenile
Mclvor and Mike Short of St. Mary's
University who toiled for the
rs two seasons ago
‘alsh expects Short, McKay,
Romeo and Holbrough to prov
some scoring punch
The Cougars open the regular
season in Etobicoke tomorrow night
ETOBICOKE CAPITALS
Etobicoke Capitals’ coach Rick
Bince predicts his club will score a
lot of goals again this season
The Capitals were among the
league lea last year with 250 and
Bince is confident they can do M
again
‘““We will be very, very explosive,”
he assures
George Djurasevic, Nick Nikac,
Rich Roberts and Mike Spadacim
scored 85 goals for the Capitals last
winter and Bince expects more of
the same when the season: gets
underway tomorrow. These
veterans are all 20-year-olds and
should help the handful of rookies on
the team adapt to the junior ‘B
level
He has veteran B J Nenic on the
blueline and feels he has found a
keeper in defenceman Dwayne
Churchill. An added bonus was when
6-foot-4 Jeff Churney opted to play
for the Capitals
The 15 year-old had Major junior
‘A’ potential and will likely suit up
alongside 20-year-old Nenic
Rock -em sock em defenceman An-
thony Gallello will be looking to lee-
off on opposing forwards He will
also see time as right winger
Rrian Neiser is over from Mimico
after missing almost all of last year
due to a serious ankle injury
One of the top netminders in the
league, Vito Mazolli, is back hoping
to improve on a 492 goals againsi
average
Paul Capizzano and Bruce Cram
should crack the lineup as rookies in
the forward ranks
Capizzano helped the Don Mills
bantams to the Puralator Cup and is
considered a Rod Anthony clone
MIMICO MONARCHS
The Mimico Monarchs underwent
a major house cleaning in the of{-
season and as a result will be enter-
ing the 1988-89 season with an abun-
dance of rookies on their leam .
roster °
General Manager Al McDougall
has hired two new coaches Mike
James and Scott Mosey, in the hope
they will turn the (ranchise's for
tunes around
“We've had to start as a whole
new team.’’ said the rookie G M
The veterans are few and far be-

club Mike Filipone,
ive Dan Porce,




